News of the arts
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Pera “Rinaldo’’ featured at Festival Ottawa at National Arts Centre

C:Is:::ltmg its twelfth season this year,
L Ottawa Opera Plus held its most
. ;)l..ls season ever from July 3-29 at
mcces;onal Art§ Centre and was highly
iy ul both in the productions and
ce-appeal.
Soi:(?;na-”y kpown as Festival Canada at
ehamedptlon in 1971, Festival Ottawa,
i after |.ts hos_t city, is an interna-
st Warlts festival h|qh|ighting Canadian
i o?r?-. talgnt and is considered to be
L oft e flnest such festivals in the
|nC|udmus'lc and opera.
i ed in the program at the festival
Uctions were three full-scale opera pro-
amber' one concert presentation, 13
Nl or solo presentations, 16 opera-
SCregn; Presentations and 11 video-tape
Ings of opera, ballet and music.

B::?Qlle opera
?70r3:a::rederic Handel’s rarely produced
i anal(;_Old baroq.t‘.le opera, Rinaldo had
o lé;‘n premiére on the opening day
i ;e.featured production of the
echslér mldst_ dfamatic sets by Gil
c°'°fatur and lighting by Mark Negin,
Marreq 'a mezzo-soprano Marilyn Horne
alente In the leading role with Benita
.N°e||e hJOhn Alexander, Samuel Ramey,
ing the ogers and John Dodington sing-
Be’nard' other major roles and Mario
Ce"tr ! conducting the National Arts

® Orchestra.

\Rina/;o F‘fstiVal Ottawa production of
0 5 iWIII be given to the Metropolitan
hundmdn New York to mark its one-
of the 13‘ anniversary and will form part
DerfOrm 83-84 season there with the first
It is 4 “:'TCES scheduled for January 1984.
Outgy nd.”b“te to the Metropolitan for its
Sbaid al'?'g contribution to lyric art”,
Ong) M(':g"::elenArts Centre manager
:?Stivm f:c°"d opera presented at the
Eln.gsmel as Mozart's comic Byzantine
Kne il’l Serag/,‘o, with Costanza Cuccaro,
thanne 'SB' Michael Myers, Gunter von
Ju? F sﬁVaTr(r_l)ard Fitch, Donald Bell and
dayy : almo::awa chorus. It opened on
Qosto i exactlx 200 years to the
1heu & from ;:]rem/ere. U5|.ng sets and
Al Foduciy the Me.tropolltan Opera,
8 n was directed by David

et

g

th With : ;
e‘th:hﬂstm Mario Bernardi conducting

on; 5
of 1Zettj’ §iy
; $ original autograph version

fyyCla pj
Th!\scale 0‘; Lammermoor was the final
IS | ant?ra presented at the festival.
C opera starred June Ander-

B

son as the ill-fated Lucia, with Allan
Monk, Pierre Charbonneau, Rockwell
Blake, Bernard Fitch and Mona Kelly
completing the cast. Paolo Peloso con-
ducted the orchestra for this production.

Anniversaries commemorated
The final operatic production at the close
of the festival was the presentation of
two operas in concert. Acknowledging
the two-hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary
of Franz Joseph Haydn’s birth, L‘Infe-
delta Delusa was sung by Ruth Welting,
Rockwell Blake, Bernard Fitch and Allan
Monk. The second feature, Stabat Mater,
sung by Janice Taylor, Ruth Welting and
Allan Monk with the Cantata Singers of
Ottawa under Brian Law commemorated
the centennial of Polish composer Karol
Szymanowski. Polish conductor Stanislaw
Skrowaczewski conducted the per-
formance.

The chamber music series also paid
tribute to Haydn and Szymanowski as
well as lgor Stravinsky's centennial with

performances by three French piano
virtuosi Michel Béroff, Jean-Philippe
Collard and Jean-Paul  Sévilla; the

Emerson and Varsovia quartets as well as
the Canadian Orford Quartet; the Trio
Pasquier with pianist Jean-Claude Penne-
tier; and Polish violinist Wanda Wilko-
mirska. The Trio Pasquier also performed
music by Hungarian Zoltar Kodaly,
another composer whose centenary falls

this year.

fhe Canadian Orford Quartet
Andrew Dawes, Kenneth

performed in the chamber music series (from left to righ{)‘r:
Perkins, Denis Brott and Terence Helmer.
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A sketch of one of the costumes designed
for Armida in the opera Rinaldo.

: The full-length opera productions on
film were presented courtesy of the
Embassy of the Federal Republic of
Gerrnany and included Der Rosenkavalier,
Freischutz, Wozzeck, Oberon, Fidelio'
Die Zauberflote and Tales of Hoffmann. -

T.he Canadian Broadcasting Company
?rchnves provided the videotapes which
mclu.ded a variety of opera and ballet pro-
ductions as well as documentaries of
special interest.

Special performances and courses

A n.umber of special programs were offer-
ed in conjunction with Festival Ottawa
this year, including an ““Opera in Perfor-
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