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THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

KINDERGARTEN RESULTS
Henry W. HoLMES.

Among modern “muck-rackers’” none is more
certain of a hearing than the catchphrase critic
of our public schools. In America, education is
like government — everybody’s business; and the
teacher-baiting which is so tiresomely common in
our magazines and on our platforms is a natural

part of the present discontent with most of our

national faiths and works. As such, it may do
more good than harm. The good it does is note-
worthy whenever it induces a parent to see for
himself, in a spirit of fair inquiry, what his children
are doing in the school-room

But too often the rash dogmatism of writers
who generalize brilliantly from one or two except-
ional instances actually affects the policy of respons-
ible school committees and superintendents. When
for example, a single school officer is likely to take
seriously the assertion, made byfa well-known
doctor who writes on education and the hygiene
of child life, that it is better to let our children play
in a sewer than send them to a kindergarten,
those who know what kindergartens actually
accomplish, have reason to grow uneasy, if not
indignant. Much of the current criticism of

schools and colleges is equally perverted and may

occasionally prove pernicious.

In the case of the kindergarten we need to remind
ourselves that it is easy to pick out one or two items
in a day’s program at school and condemn them
as useless or injurious; easy, too, to prove that
certain children do not profit by the program as
a whole; but an enhrely different thing to prove
that the kindergarten is not worth while as part
of a school system. for “all the children of all the =
people.”

A few mothers may do at home what a kinder-
garten can do; others may think that a governess
or even a nursemaid may do as much or as well;
but most mothers know their own limitations
of time, strength, patience and intelligence—and
have no governess or nurse-maid. They welcome
the aid of a good kindergarten and find the results
of the kindergarten course, as a whole, excellent.
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