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cvory stage of his progress through sohool life, and
bars overy stop) he takes throughi college or normal
school. Sonie test there must be, but we emphatically
cali in question the satisfactoriness of examinations
as they are at preserit conducted. WVe hold, that as a
rulo the most important part of the teaclier's woi'k is
not toucbed at all. The moral influence o! the
teacher upon bis clsss caunot be gauged, and their
intellectual training is but scldom put to the proof
by tho questions set in examination papors. Most of

t&m are more appoals to the mew.ory. A good ex-
aminer is eveu harder to find than a good teacher.
Many of thoso wboso duity it is to set examination
papers are deplorably ignorant of the first principles
upon which the que8tions oughit to be constructed,
and if they have tho requisite scbolarship and experi-

once a educators, tbey fail to tnake it apparent by
the questions whicli thcy propose. The consoquences
are disastrous to ail sound and true teachiug. Study,
under theso circums8tances, is for the most part not

îursued for the purpose o! securing the mental equip-
ment whicb shiah bcst enable its possossor to play bis

part in life, but with a view to obtain bigh marks at
an examination.

IIow, under sncbi conditions, cati scbolarsbip

fiourish? WVe question whetber it would uot be botter

for true scbolaatic ends tbat examinations wero abol-

ishcd altogether. Manifestly under the constriction
o! the presont system truc education is threatened

with extinction, or at any rate with paralysis, and it

becomes tho duty of ahl who are interested in the

conservation o! oducation as the most powerful

instrument iu tbe advancement of mankind, to see

to it that reform 18 inimediate and tborougb. Let

sncb a test be applied to educational work as shal

exorcise an influence in the direction of culture, tend

to discover and cultivate the individuality o! the

student. and cali into exorcise and train him to tbe

use of ail bis powers; neither overwhelmn bim under

a mass of work nor push him against time, but en-

able bim to assimilate bis acquisitions, leud confi-

dence to him, fromn a cousciousness of the possess ion

o! strengtb. and skill fromn uuremiitting discipline.

Undor these conditions scbolarsbîp) is possible.

If the teacher would succeed hoe must be well ac-

(juainted witb the subjecta wbich ho professes to

teach. The Iowost class of teacher bas important

functions to, porform, and that hoe may do that with

officiency ho nmust be able to read and spoîl well,

must be a good aiithmetician and Englisb scbolar,

have a fair acquaintauco with geograpby aud history,

and bo tolerably expert witb the cbalk on the black-

board. At first sighit these acquiromeuts may seem

limited, but on oxamination much more is involved

than ie evident on the surface. To be a good reader,
which is a rare accomplishment, bosides; requiring a
good aud cul tivated voice, clear arti'culation and correct

empbasis, necessitates a perfect understandiug of the
passage, and sncb a mastery of the voice that by
toue and inflection that meaniug may be expressed.

And how bald and uninterestiug would a lesson in

geography or bistory be if the acquiromonts of the

teachor lu those branches of knowledge were bouuded

by what hie is expocted to, convey to bis pupils! Nor

need we say that, to teach the elomenta of English
graminar and composition witb succe8s, groater

familiarity with the structure of the language and
the principles of composition is requisite than would

at firat be supposed to be necessary. The elementary

teacher, therefore, must not only be compotent to in-

struct in the firet principles and early practice of

the subjocts above montioued, but inspire bis pupils

with zeal in the pursuit of knowledge, arouse their

ambition, aud cherisb sucb impulses to highor and

botter thiugs as it may be bis good fortune to com-

municate.
If we are not unreasonable in the statement whicb we

have made of what wo ought fairly to, oxpoct of the

lower clams of teachers, it becomos a matter of toler-

able simplicity to, express tbe requiremonts of those

mombers of the profession Who oqw py positions of
greater rosponsibility and from whd.N,,more striking

rosaîts are expoctod. From the posta they 611l as

second or first-class teachers tbey complote the odu-

cation of the great mass of the boys and girls of the

country, prepare students to, enter the normal sobool,

and the latter *at any rate ougbt to be qualified to

provido the olemonfary instruction necessary for

matriculation at any of the colleges in these prov-

iuces. Suroly, therofore, we shall not be makiug an

unwarrantable demnand upon them, if we express

ourselves respectiug thoir equipment, in ternis some-

wbat coxnmensurate with the importance of the

duties they undertake to perform. .On them, more

than any other section of the profession, depends the

growth of the intelligence of the country, and thore-

fore it is all the more incumbent upon those wbo are

responsible for their preparatio n to see that ouly

sucb men are certified as compotent, who by their

qualifications of accomplisbment, character and skill

as teachers, are best fittod to advance that most

desirablo eud.
These toachers ought to be better fltted than those

of a lowor grade to undertake the management of

classes in the branches of an ordinary Euglish educa-

tion. They ougbt also to be sufficiently acquaiuted

witb Latiu, French, mathematics and science to lay

a good aud solid fognclation in those aubjoots ripou


