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mences percentage he o thinks its something entirely
new, and probably never sees the relation between
percentage and common fractions,

usee ss

9. Arithmetic covers a worse than

subjects. This point is incidentally mentioned in the
quotation given above from the report of the Committee
of Ten, and is fully discussed in that report

10. A considerable part of the so-called arithmetic is
pure algebra, taught to great disadvantage without the
methods and nomenclature of that subject.

I'1. The opacity of the text-books is almost im-
penetrable even by older persons. Involved, prolix,
bungling stdtement is the rule: a elear and natural
mode of expression is the exception.

12, There are too many text-hooks in arithmetic
primary Jll'i.llllllﬂ'fit‘.\, arammar school arithmetices, high
school arithmeties, practical arithmeties, philosophical
arithmetices.

13 Arvithmetic as ordinacily taught fails to offer an
adequate motive for study.  No one can do good work
without a suflicient motive.  Adults do not, why expect

This ix a subtle hut important point.

Wy,

children to !
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The true aim should be to so teach as to secure the
interest of the pupil, to stimulate his thoueht, and to
render him capable of solving independently and with
certainty the problemms  that are likely to arise in
practical life.  Tn other words the object should be to
develop intellectual power. The abilitv to make one
horse-shoe nail is of more value to the Dlacksmith than
a ton of nails alpeady made.
facts is vastly utnr("im]mrt;ml than the wequisition of

No the ability to acquire

any number of fhets, and vet the most of our arithimetic
teaching is simply the acquisition of facts, the laying of
burdens upon our children which they rightly
off at the earliest possible moment. ’ )

There are some American schools to which but few,
if any, of the above criticisms apply, and hevdin is the
hope for improvement in all our schools. Why should
not all American hoys have the hest instruction !
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rule the superior schools cost no more than the inferior
Ores. /L‘I'l'//l/[(vl/v‘.

College Graduates and School Licenses.

“State Superintendent Skinner of New York

tinues to o signalize his administration |

COln-
IV important
advances in the common school svstem of  the
Th "
Saperintendent Skinner and My
of  the

state,

latest of these resulted in o hetween

conterence
Downine ot his stadfl,
and of

The

subiitted by Mreo Skinner by which college

represcentatives collewes the  <tate
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craduites,
having received instruction in the theary o prietice

ot education, shall bhe viven (i erade stiate leensios
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These licenses are valid for three vears and are  then

renewable for lite without  examination, if the holder’s

! teaching experience has heen satisfactory.

* The importance of such an awrrangement is apparent.
College graduates ought to be found in the public
| school service in far greater numbers than at present.

That they are not found there is largely due to the fact

thaPstheir scholarship and  training have  been  dis-

eriminated against in rules governing teachers’ licenses.
“Obviously, a colleee training alone does not equip-
but a college training, plus a careful

one for teaching :
study of principles of education, and some contact with
its practice, does give the desived equipment.

“The minimum to be insisted upon by the State
Department of  Public Instruction  will probably  be
(1) satisfactory course on psvehology, logie, and econ-
omics, and (2) about thirty wecks” instruction in the

¥

Instory, principles and  practice of education.” V.
Flveational e ", 4]/:/}// TN,

J Educational News.

The Woman's Educational Union of Chicago claims
that the Bible must he taught in the public schools

hecause the laws of Tlinois spectfy it as a book contain-

ing the primary elements of that religion, morality and

knowledge which the public school act requires to be
taught, and which is necessary to good government and

the happiness of mankind.

In a town of New Jersev  the commissioners of

schools tendered a reception to their teachers.

A bill has been introduced in the legishiture of Mary-
land providing for the introduction of physical training

in the public schools and making it compulsory.

The system of supplving free text-books in the public
schools is making rapid progress in the [United States.
During the last month ten towns decided in its favor—

one of these heing Minneapolis,
The vertical system of  writing adopted in Halifax
‘ three years aco, bids fair to hecome the system of the
future.  There are now several publishers on  this side
of the Athntic who advertise hooks with head lines in
this style,

In <ome countries the Jaw requires that in all school-
rooms the doors shall open outwards to prevent danger
in case of fire,

the

I'he Maritime provinces should require
When

should call the attention of the tiustees to the danger.

sine, the doors open inwardly, teachers

I the state of New York the scholastic

) G

qualifications
school caommissioner are made the same as those of

i first clicss ~chool teachor,




