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lEuglisli Reader'' itself were miade up of the choicest selectiois
f ront the Eugrlishi classies of the eiglîteetith century There was
a titue in whieh the Euglish Reader occupied a place ini our
literature ouly second to the Bible. The multiplicationi of books
and new spapers ini later generations relegates ail sehool books to
a low'er place iii the spherc of literary inifluence. It is to be
feared, however, that few, if any of our modem schiool readers
are as well fitted to assert a position for themisclves as the

Englishi Reader.''

I ding to the belief that ilu soute of the best of the <>1(
schlis the eleînentarv branches of education were tauiglit withi
greater efficiency than in our better equipped sehools of the
present day. While the (lire necessity of the situation often
l)lace(l the most impudent preteni<ers ini the seat of learning, and
iîot infrequently the oîîlv iiien available as teachers were moral
ivrecks, yet anong the old sehoolmasters lot a kew were niex
of good attaitnments and excellent character, wxho werc content to
do0 -good by stealth and blnshi to flnd it faune.''

The schoolmnaster of the 01(1 days, if he respected himself,
stood higlier with wprnils and parenîts than the teacher of to:*da.
The great ordeal of passînig the Board, successfully, gave the
district schoolmiaster inucli importance. Wheu he wvent t(>
Charlottetown Jie rubhed shoulders with Cundall, Kenny, and
Arbuckle, the masters of the Central Academy. He could write
a will, draft a petition to the House of Assembly, or lîold up his
enid îlu argument with the iînister on the doctrine of predesti.
nation. But it ivas only when lie sent home word with the
childreîî to their parents requiring thein to procure Lennie's
Grammar, atid Chalmer's Geography, and actually tudcrtx>k to
teach these new-faugled, and abstruse branches of education that
the extenit of bis eruidition began to dawni on the nlin(ls of the
people of the district.

"And stili they gazed, and stili the wonder grew,
How one aniali bead coiîid carry ail he knew."
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