
THE VA'RSIT-Y
leads a life of contemplation, înUst be much alone, with
the resuit, that xvbat he gains in seif-cultivation he loses
in social experience. There is in sucb an endeavor to live
too rnucI alone and ta Sub11StituIte an artificial society of
books for tbe socicty of live men and women. It lias been
said, and 1 think xvitî rnucb truth, that thc tirne xviii corne,
when more can be iearned frorn the snliaiiest person living,
than the -reitest dead. i believe a saner, healthier age
than Ours xviii vainLe books more iightly, and in so doing
xviii get more out of therni than xve do.

The in]tClleCtual solitude andI the substitution of dead
rnînds for living, act upon tbe student so as to lower bis
intellecttîal andi eniotional vitality, andi falsify bis standards
ot value. George Ellio t bias said -' Many books are îîot
only a weariness to tbe iiesli but a starvation te, the souil.
If we tni to books thernselx es, xve find that the greatest
and best bave not coulne frorn those wvho bave been great
readers, but rather froni tbose xvbo have liveci and ioved
anti fougbt. Sncb xvorks as fi orner, Shakespeare,
Fielding, Scott, (ioethe, Htîigo, were not xxritten in the
atuiosplhere of the study.

1IO do ot wisb to convey tbe thoughit tbat tbe
academic person is witbout interest in life ; on the coîîtrary
be bias rnany interests-be is fonti of bearing many sides
of tbe question-but why P Because they are '' sug-
gestive "-because they convey to bis rnid, more
"intellectual thougbits and itleas. " He is the coilector of

facts andi opinions, bis interest in tiiese matters is purely
inteliectuai, and in nîost cases bas no practical application.

It is said, ' There are two evils arising froni an
untine specialization of inteliectuai life." Rernove tbe
best and ablest specimiens of inteliectual inanbood froiii
the free average socicty and place thern iii an artificially
prepareti atrnospbere, to tbink, to read and write, in close
communtnion with one another, as you set nip the contdition,
known in tbe piîysical world as ' in breetling "witiî the
nccessary restilt-a steriiity, that ailoxvs no noble issues
of thoughit or tleed. This is true in tbe main, thougli
there inay be inany noble exceptions. There is another
evil, anti that is tbe '' over-specializeti inidivicial. ' This
is a more diflicuit problein, and one 1 shahl siîiiply mntion,
beiieving tlîat in an ail rouind barmonious tieveiopinent of
ail hurnan facuilties lies tbe ideal of the student life.

'lhle above anialysis of tbe truly acatiemic is evideut.
Any one ont of toucb with tbe broader life of a coin-
munity, whicb rnakes a barrier between tbe stutient and
the citizen, xvbich avoids the free investigation of' burnan
probleins, xvho worships books-can neyer perforni tbe
great duty of life.

With this brief sketch of the ideals of rny paper 1
ask yotîr attention, while 1 look nearer borne, to the more
practicai side of university life, in its social aspect ; and
tiiscuss, as far as my knowiedge goes, what we in
Toronto UJniversity are doing, and can do towards the
fnrtberance of this elernent of the Coliege curriculum.

It is hardiy a fair comparison to look abroad and
compare tbe social life of those great seats of learning iii
Great Britain, Oxford and Carnbridge, or of the Scottish
unîversities, for in rnany respects the social founidations of
the student body in those centres differs largeiy frorn
ours ;yet from them we can learn rnany wise lessons.
We xvell know that noxvhere in the world, 1 venture to
say, tho men coi-ne forth better equipped for the true and
broad life of citizenship than frorn these coileges, and
xvhy is it so ?' Because therein is found that truest of ail
fountiations of intellectual life-sociai culture. Around
the varions colleges that comprise the universities of
Oxford anti Camnbridge there iives, there breathes an
atrnospbere of social rningling, that brings the students

closely into touch with one another, tiat enables theni to
mingle and fraternize in a spirit of licatbiie.st combat ;to
express, to tliscuss, to debate, anti to criticise ail that niay
have to do xvith the gooti anti velfare of their Aima Mater.

The residential feattires of these colleges is a great
factor iii teveloping thie ini anti broadenin- the itlias of
every nnegali t te college liCe, tue fre shman break-
fasts, the class societies, tite htci ary societies, the debat-
ing union, the athletic conitests--etcb and ail bring tue
Untlergracluate closely iiito touch xvitb bis confrere,
broadens bis intellect, elx ates lus int anid gives a

hatyanti invigorating spirit te, Iis tlaily work. This- 1
feature of uiniversity life in our colleges. 'l'le good \vork
of extentiing tor prix ileges of social intercourse is ra pitîly
groxviig. Our class stîcieties, our clubs, oLur fraterîîities,
our iiterary societies, ouir inter-coilecge tlebating union, and
iast bint not ieast on r stutients' union, are ail tloing f.tith-
fui work, in extentiing tue spiiere of social Culture and
fr-ateriîal spirit, that makes better mcii and better students,
anti equips theni for tbe broad fieltds of active hUeé, in
wlîiclî every untlergradîîate is tlcstiiietl to fI11 a part.

Otîr ciass societies are the great links in tue cbain of
undtergraduatc life, that bilnds together the stutient botdy.
Tliese seliarate nits of the college curriculumi, are unitetl
ini one liarnionions %vhole iii the ' Students' Unioni," whcre-
iii 1 ain pleasetl ttî tell VOu, nieu tof every facuity', stutients
of every braîicl of thougbit, tbtîse xvho furtiier the good
naine of Varsity iii athiletic circles, îîîeet for social inter-
cturse, recrecatioîî or rest, anti froin tue co-iingiîg of ail
înterests tbe good anid xvelfare of our unliversity is adxvancetd
ant I lle iiîenl theiselves, liy tlits fraterniziîg, t'aiîrne the
iîîterests tof file elîtîr0 stUtleit tbotdy.

Our- college fratern itics, to iîy nîind, are tloing a good
andt a useftil xvork, aiong tue social Elle. 'fbere is in ex'ery
untlergrratuate life, activities xxhidi tend to foster original-
ity of miiît, even if sncb sources of activity lie îot ulîtîî
flie prescribeti coliege Cu'rricu1lm iii tliis I refer, ta the
coliege socîcties anti college fraterjuities,

1resident Steele of Amnherst college, hinîseif a great
atlxocate tif the gooti tloue by coilege frateriiities, said
'lliue airn of these societies is iniproveîient iii litcrary cul-

ture and îîianiy character, and tliis airn is reasoliably justi-
fieti by the resuits. It is not accideîîtal, that tbe forcmost
mn iii colieges, as a rtîle, belong to sorne of these
societies. Tbat cach socicty seeks for its memiber-
sbip tue best scholars, the best writers, the best speakers,tue bcst mcii ot a class, shows xveli wbere its strength is
tbougbt to lic. A student eiîtering one of these societies
finids a hcaitby stimuilus, in the repute which bis fraternity
shahl share froîn blis successful work. The rivalry of iîîdi-
vitinals loses rnnch of its narrowiîess, anti ali-nost ail of its
envy, xvhen the prize whicli the iîidividuaî seeks, is x'alied
cbiefly for its benelit to tbe fcilowsbip to xvbich lie
beloiigs. "

It is nîy prouti hope to see these fraternities groxv aîîd
prosper, and 1 venîture tue pretlictioiî that before many
years the univcrsity authorities wiil gralît to each a site
uipon which mnay risc, those centres of coliege life, that to
rny înind, arc an integrai and essentiai elemnent of every
univcrsity.

Another grand element of social life of our and ex ery
univcrsity is, as it slîould be, a beaithful cultivation of the
athietîc spirit ; it is but naturai that 1 slîotld totic upon
this subject at some lengtlî, feeling, as 1 tîo, tlîat atliletics
ftîrnish a mental stimulus. They set u an object to be
strîveîî for, an ideai of strcngth of skill. Tue object is
Hoîîor, boîîor perbaps of iio great xvorth but stili hoîîor to
the student mnt.


