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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:IHAVE te thank you for the
honour you bave done me in

flominating me the first Honorary
President of your riew Society-
" The Philosophical Society of
Q ueen's University." With the ob-
Jeets you have in view I need hiardly
Say that I deeply syrupathize. Tiiose
Itake te be mainly two : (1) The

discussion of aîiy cf those philosophii-
Cal preblerns bearitig upoin any de-

Partrnent cf human life in whichi yen
rnafY be interested, and whicli in some

WeaY or other every eue whe thirnks at
ail flnds at eue time or anothier
ferced upon his attention ; (2) The
drawing together cf the students cf
the tUiversity by the bond cf a cern-

r1lo1 interest, whatever the special
8tuIdjes may be whicli dlaim their
'niain attention.

(1) As te the first point, I thiuk
"Yone who takes an interest in the

Progress of the humaiî race is bouud
to deal witli philosophical problems.
These are îlot the days wbeon a man
's allowed te retain his faith in bigli-
er thiugs without a struggle. H o
has te wrestle for and win it "lse as by

ee, Carlyle lias spokeni cf the
ages of faith ", as the type of what

the flormai mn should be, an(1 cei-
Pored philosophy te a sort cf disease
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that at uuhappy periods assails the

wbiole cornrunity. But, unfortunate-
ly, Faitli will net corne te us by our
mere wisling ; and I do not kuow
that it would be good for us if it did.
And Carlyle is himself a proof that
the physician could not take lus own
prescription. If he sometirnes spoke
slighitingly cf philosophy and its
ways, it was mainly because he was

opposed te the barren philosophy cf

bis day, and was sceking for a more

concrete philosoplîy cf his owu. So
it is witli us, Wliatever a man's

work iii life may be, lie must, if lie is
a thinking manl, be able te give a
reason for the faith that is in hirn;
and if lie dees net get set iii the

riglît way in lus youth, I arn certain
hie will have sorne dreadful heurs in
the future. Harassed by the pressing
cares cf life, and unable te find lei-
sure te consider the problems forced
upon luis notice, ho will either go

thrcughi if e with a coufused feeling

tlîat the wcrld is eut cf joint and

tlîat lie is neot "hemn te set it righ t," or

lio will sink into a clîronic state cf
lîopeless scepticisrn, 'or hoe will faîl

back upon soîne effete form of dog-
inatisin wlîioh will keep lus liigher

ernotîeîis and bis intellect at cen-

tiniual variance with 01a01 etiier.
New it is partly te be saved frein
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