
TEAPINGREÀINGIN THE RURAL SCHOOL

believably small compass. Many of
these rare specimens of tLe bat weavers'
art require six months in the making,
and they bring ail the way from fifty
10 one hundred dollars.

Sometimes a hat wiIl bring much
more even than this, -when it has been

woven by ani expert for someone who
requires the very best and is willing to
pay for it. It is said that the two most
beautiful Panamas ever made were
woven in Ecuador. These brought two
hundred dollars apiece, andi were for
a French niarshal aud Napoleon 111.

TEACIIING READING IN THE RURAL SCHOOL
13Y 1-Horace M. Cuiter, Professor of Rural School Administration, State Normal School,

Emporia, Kansas.

A boy left bis reading book in the
schoolhoiise I was the one bis teacher
had lielped bia pick out for his very
Own. That igh-t it ra.iiemi and wasbed
out the bridge betweetn bim and his
boo0k. So wlîat did lie (I0 the next
mioriiing but wvade thc creekç and corne
to school wet as a rat, that lie might
get his book. 11e did not -want some-
one cise Io read bis story before Lie
Lad a chance to tell it.

That was a cold bath in1 February.
But it sbows that the plan describcd
below- w-il] wjorký.

In the following paragraphis a con-
sideration of the tcacling of primlary
reading bas purposely been oiaitted.
Il deserves a special treatment of its
Own, for tbere is no good reason why
the vers- best primary inethomis may niot
b)c used in a rural school. The fune-
tioli of primnaly readiing is to give to
the ehild a maistery of the mechanies
of readig. lie mnust gain ability to
recogniize and eaul ncw )Vor(s with-
Out tLe aid of the teacher. lie muist
learui to associai e the writi en or pritited
Word with t1e idea. lie mrust learn to
glean thonglit from IiLe priiited page.
If the tcachiing has been wcll done,
ibis task eau be aecomnplished ii, two
Years; otherwise, it iay take threc
y ea rs.

However, some of the following plans
11a1. be used iii tLe primary grades.
There is nîo good reason why the first
and second grades inay not read to ecd
other, botL classes being called at the
sanie time. This wvill l)e donc when
bou1 classes have mastered the mieehan-
les, Of a selection, and are reading for
ensO aumi grace in pr1odulctionl.

Let us suppose tLe above inleebanlies
have been miasteremi and ihai the class
lowT needs ski]]. in reading and appre-
ciation. of good literature; or, in other
words, the pupils iieed to learn to like
I0 read. WLai then?.

First, v-ill iny reader answer tliis
question satisfactorily to bis own mind:
Why should a child learn to read?
Does le learui to rend ihat le mnay show
the teacber and Lis classinates lîow flip-
pantly le ean eall the words? Does Lie
learn to read tbat Lie rnay rend, thai
hie miay get information and pleasure
froin books? Does le flot learn to rend
aloud tii li,~ mav couv ' v this informa-
tion and pleasure bo others? If left 10
Lis own inclinations, evideîitly, Lie will
read to anoiber something in whieh Lie
is interested Iiiinself and in whicb Le
ihinks others are interested. You do
not rea(l to y-oir iinothier soirnething that
she bas alr-eady read or soinetbing iii
wbieh. you are not intcresied or in
which you think she will flot be inter-
ested. On the other hand, when you
find soniething in whicbi vou arc inter-
ested, wlîicb you think moiber Las not
read and in1 w'hicb she will be inter-
ested, tLis you will rend to bier. Have
you neyer felt thai burning desire to
tell sometbing whieb. you know to
otbers w-ho do not kinow il?

Are not ibese the simplest motives
for reading? But do we use tbem in
the ordinary reading class? Is it pos-
sible to nmake use of Iliese very natural
and simple motives in the country
school? Let us see.

A lisi of books for reading work of
pupils froin tLe third grade through
the sevenith Las been compiled. In this


