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everything is called in question by the critical spirit of the age, people wil
begin to ask, What is the special function of a clergy and for what service
the clergymian is paid i Apostolio ordinance, as bas already been said, can
flot be asserted in face of a body of adverse evidence, both positive anc
negative, the negative being even stronger than the positive. On th(
other hand the absence of Apostolic ordinance is not conclusive againsi
this or any other Churcli institution, if there can be shown to have been
universal or general tendency, the index of an inherent need. On thi
point the reasoning of the "lEcclesiastical Polity " bas always commendec
itself as conclusive to fair-minded men. That whicb experience proves t(
be necessary or geod for the Cburch in her progress through the ages, and
in ber contact with different sets of circumstances and diflerent civilizations
must be deemed te have been implicitly ordained by her founder when hE
sent ber forth on her course. By the same reasoning we are precluded
from laying down abstract propositions cither with regard to polity or te
ritual: different forms of Church government and of worship may suit
different times and the temperaments of ditlèrent races or classes. The
Catholic clergy and the High Church Anglicans of course stand on a foot-
ing which, if their doctrines and t heir version of Church history are to be
accepted, puts them far above any question as to the usef ulness of their cail-
ing or the value received by the Christian people who contribute for their
support. They are net a ministry, but a priesthood, the lineal representa-
tives of the aposties, and, collectively, the inspired oracles of truth: in
their bands are the keys of heaven ; by them and by theni aTone is per-
formed the sacramental miracle without which. there can be ne salvation.
But the Protestant clergy of ail denominations is the offspring of the
Reformation whicb, instead of totally abelishing the priest reduced him to
a minister, and assigned to hiin the duties of leading in wersbip, of ruling
the congregatien, and above ail that of preaching, wbich, when the Gospel
required to be re-published, was alrnost as important as at the time of the
first publication. Since that epoch the intellectual difference between the
pastor and the Block bas been greatly diminished, the spirit of equality bas
everywhere prevailed, the knowledge of doctrine and knowledge of al
kinds have been generally diffused. Nor can it be said that mere leader-
ship in wership is se special a function as te require a salaried order for
its performance. A new iReformnation may, in this respect as in others, go
farther than the first. It may revert te Congregationalisîn in the full
sense of the term, and enact that, instead of pastor and flock, there shall
be a society in the offices and ministrations of wbich ail, according te their
gifts, dispositions *and opportunities shall take part. The problem of
clerical functions will ne doubt have in time te be considered; and for
this, among other reasens, that if the clergy find their usefulness in their
proper sphere declining and their position beconiing insecure they will be
naturally led te seek ether sources of authority and popularity in heading
riocial and perhaps political moveinents. Symptoms of that tendency are
la fact aiready beginning te appear, and te threaten seciety with ill-advised
crusades and a dominion of pulpit rhetoric. In the meantime Mr. Beaty
would probably admit that, if the clergy are te bo paid at ah, many of
tbem at present are underpaid. Nor is there much hope of iniprevement
in this respect unless the Protestant churches, between which ne vital
diflerence of doctrine really exists, can agree te an economical union and
combine te support one pastor in each village instead of starving, tbree.

FiCTION was invaded by Agnosticism in the persen of George Eliot;
it is now being invaded by Pessimism. French critics are taking arms
against the invader. Tbey treat Pessimism as hypechondria and exhort
those who are affiicted with it te g'et tbemnselves happily niarried, te try the
douche bath or impreve their cellars. There is some reason in thîs view
of the case. Matbematics and pure science are independent of temper-
ment and circumstance ; systems of pbilosopby are largely influenced by
botb. It is evident that the philosophy of Socrates and Plate was a
reaction against the moral scepticism and the political cynicism of their
day ; that the philesophy of IHobbes was a product of tbe panic bred in
timorous and selfish seuls by the Great Rebellion; that tbe philosepby of
Locke was that of a Liberal of 1688 ; tbat the pbilosopby of Hume was the
oflspring of a lympbatic temperament and of the circumstances of the
eighteenth century. The ebaracter of Schopenhauer and the bistery of
bis life account te a great extent for bis Pessimism. Hie was, according te
bis biographers, a lonely, self-engrossed and thorougbly cynical man. His
tastes, it appears, were grossly sensual ; he was net married and seema
neyer te, have known wbat pure affection was. Hie bebaved uTl te bis
widowed mother, wbo on ber side complained that bis grumnbling at the
inevitable, lis sulky looks, bis eccentric opinions oracular]y delivered, bis
mania for disputation, bis jeremiads ever the folly of the world and
the misery of mankind, disquieted ber and gave ber the nightmare, Hie

1was an abject coward, would neyer trust biniself under the razor of a
s barber, and fled with precipitatien from tbe mere mention of an infectieus

-disease. As a lecturer be had been a failure and of course he cbarged bis
1disappeintment upon the folly and wickedness of bis kind. In politics lie

was an absolutist ; be spoke of patrietism as the passion of fools, regarded the
t people as little better than swine, viewed with ignoble batred the great

iLiberal uprising of 1848, and bequeathed bis whoie fortune te the
ijanissaries whese bayonets bad put dewn liberty. Wben such a man

1 took te pbilosopby, Pessimism was the natural outcome of bis speculatiens.
Yet this alene, or even combined with the fascination of Buddhism, is net
the wbole account of the matter. llad Pessimism been a mere idiosyncrasY
it would have been buried in its author's grave, whereas it bas taken a,
streng bold upon a large class of minds and is even rapidly gaining ground-

1Schopenhauer's teacbing indeed fell dead during bis lifetime, and acquired
a sudden vogue after bis deatb, a clear preof that the seed thus darkl
sown by bim bad a soil ready prepared for it. lie was the natural expenent
of a gleemy pbiiosophy of man's estate and of the universe ; but the

*materials for the gloomy philosophy were there, and had only waited for
an expenent. Hie bas raised a veil and foeed us te see tbat there are

*evîdences around us of something very different from beneficent
design, and tbat if this worid is the work of Benevolence it must be the
werk of a Benevolence the supreme objeet of wbicl is te be attained
tbrougb a precess of moral probation and lies beyond the present scefle
Optimism sucb as that of Paley is possible ne more.

"P-RO BUNO PUBLIGo?",

AN individual pessessed of the supreme political pewer of the Stite
and ambitions te retain it may possibly persuade bimself that the safetY
of the country is incompatible with any guidance but bis own. AuthoritY
is the most self-illusive of ail human possessions, inducing men te, forget
the nature of their office, and te regard in the character of a riglit that
wbich is merely a trust with responsibilities attacbed. Tbe aun of cOfl
temporary ambition is te obtain for itself a fair titie from the popular
suffrage now acknowledged te be the source of power. But the force
called ',popular will being uncertain and variable, it weuld be a diffiCult
undertaking at almost any given time te pronounce with even appreximnate
accuracy upon its precise character and direction. It would be safe te
affirm tbat the pepular tide bardly ever possesses a definite character anld
tixed direction. We endeavour te ascertain the nation's will-0r the
nearest practicable approach te it, tbe wvill of the majority-by its recorded

suffrage ; yet we must net forget that a nation is but an aggregatien Of
human passions, impulses, sympathies and weaknesses, and as hiable te be
uncertain about its owni choice as an individual might he under like cir-
cumstances. Representation, ifl its very nature, must aîways bc ilmPerfet9
for the inadequately expressed and fluctuating will of a body or Of a unlit
cannet possibly be refl(-cted by the sympathies of a representatve.

Nations do net cheese their rulers, net even nations enj»yin, the largest
measure of political freedoin and electoral con trol. Their rulers are chosel
for tbem by a political law wbicb they are quite pewerless te alter Or
evade, and the function of the nation is merely te accept that whicb isg
presented te it.

0f course there is the privilege of rejection ; but the principle reilnaîn
the same, for the rejection of one candidate implies the acceptance Of
another. Tbe candidate is put forward, net called. Ilence it is that feeV
men in autherity can always witb accuracy affirm that tbey geovern by the W1

of tbe majority. It would generaliy be nearer te the trutb te say that tbe
retain the reins of power by the acquiescence of the majority, who are o
content te accept witheut criticism authority whicb performs the prIile
duty of preserving order and maintaining pence and prosperitY.

When Walpole attained te the supreme power in the State under/the
First George, a power wbich enabled bini te crush bis eneie a- rl
witb all the autbority of a parliamientary autocrat, neitlher bis roy T

master ner himself woudd, in ail probability, bave beld their places for ell
heur by the suffrages of a piebiscite. Another rniinister and another killg

woild bave taken their places. Yet England was te ai] appearac thel

tent witb Walpole's government aithougli it was uplheid by She0r'
netorieus and widespread corruption, and England prospered tee.
Robert Walpole, aithough England enjoyed nominal representacted
Parliament, was far indeed frein being the people's choice ;theYacepe
hlm, and submitted te bis administration for the peace and po.speritY
wbicb it brougbt te thein and ne1o b aeo I a b ~uh h
biessings referred te. Se also, in every country baving represenltata
gevernm-ent, it frequently happons that the majority la the Legiit
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