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au iliproveti state of things. If clïildren tan be taughit the
historyr of the 01(1 andi New Testament, and the formnularies
acepted 1iy ail Christians- the Creed, the Lord's Prayeî'
aId the Ten Coiiinandneîîiýit.s -tti will 14e somletlliig, andi a
great (leli 110- tilman %v, have ai- present. Of course there'
wvoUld lie a conscience clause exemptimg fromn meli'rîous

F instruction those childre miiwlise paients nay o1)ject t) i-be
maine. Sureîy the înost susceptible of the unbelievers in Chris-
tianiity can hardly objeet to religious instruction provided
With these safe gYuards.

rÎ f reYs:gîation ()f the 1r,. number of te Divorce Con-

(u(inam"y attention tîî i-li anomolous state of Iaw in Canada
oui t1115 subject. Tlîere are tw(i theories on thle suLject of
divorce, the oneC is, thatit, no ivor'ce should be allowed. for
anIy reason-, the other is, that dlivorce should Le allowved for

rao5 defined. by law.

IJndoubtedly the former of thiese theories represents
"'biat nuhy Le called the ideal state of things. Wb .en mna-
alld womanr are uniteuî in inatriniony, they 'take each otiier
for the terniî of tîïeir iatural life - and.iut would seelli to fol-
'0w froin this that, if for any reason they decided that they
corud not live togetmer, they should agree i-o live apart 'in

the 'sinigle itate. This is i-he theory tof the Churcli of Rom-e.
l)ivorÜe Ns fot allowed on anry grounds. Onily the Pope lias
the right to dissolve thle marriage bond, anid even le does
flot PrOfes"s to have this riglht. He separates so-called mar'-
ried Pe-ople, anid gives theni a riglît i-o marry agin ; but le

do4 80 on the grouiid that the prevîous ilîtrriage, \as in vilitl,
""il tiierefore no inarriage ai- ail. To outsidlers thîs mnay
"""'C to be an evasion ; Lut it is a way of vmaintaining the
i-heory of the indissolubi lity of thLe narriage tie.

Si14 sucli theoî'y seenis to unîlerlie i-Le law as it wvas in
Eii'glan(l until thle last few years, and as it is ini Canada at

tePiesýýent moment. Forinerly a divorce coulai le obtaîned,
In Plgland only throughl tire Jouse of Lords, ju4t as at

Pe5tini Canada, ut '-cari be obtained omîly throughi the

The consequence of tie formier law in England wvas
"t'lily ricob rien or vornmen coulti ohtain divorces. Now,

Owever beneficial sueh a systei înay hav e beeri in prevent-
Ing divorces,, it Ns quite evîdent i-bat it was inequitable and.
Ut coi-i* If ut Nvas riglit fo' a ric i nian to obtain a divce,

eolo 1t be wrong for- a pool' mani. Nor' could that law
Inaintline1 d vhieh practically matde the rici ma-in i-o have

1ih- Whlh were denied to the poor. Conseî 1uently the law
] gland wav, clianged ;aria a Di1vorce Court wvas estab-
a* hed il, very likely tîmat thle iuiribcr of dlivorces has

dol incre..,d ; lat tile in-feî'îcsddcll ri -i eui
fo lot au~l lie in <i-e, (direction. euilfrnths I

W have, i-len, conie i-o this pass in Canaida i-bat
,1144like a deadlock lias oecurred ; and this Lecause of

thf ctj-icti l seutiloeu-ts prev ailiu-g ini the tliflt'rent provinices

tO(,etl illinion. Quel ec w'ould probahly fîrluid di vorces
havi r. Onta, it wtîuld îirobablly adop- ite sysi-em of

Th g a_. DivorIce Court as one tif iie regular courts of law.
rnainte'na-ice of thle preseni- systelin is, tlierefore, of thme

Of a compromise. Anti thuis comrpromnise seeins to Le
hreakinmc down.

Whetl the question tliat will soon have to lie decided is,

ail - "'e re going to continue thie present systeni witýli
alOgtiecri Clefijen-ce4 -or wlîether we are i-o aliolisîl divorce

o ete - Or w vethei' sonme diffrent systein soul l le

,a-e foir examuple, tl-ai- each Province should maniage the

Weare ini presence of i-wo oppîosite dangers the danger'
of haia ng, rio div orce allowed at aIl and the daniger of lîaviîîg
dlivtorce inade too easy. \Ve say that hoth are dangers. Fî'oin
the downfall of i-le irs- Na1 oleon uniul soin(e tiie aftei' thme
ultwîîfall of lus îîephew, Fiance Lad no law of divorce. i oes
any orne imagine that, during tha- tile, the iioral ity oif
France xvas iglyer ? And, afteî' ail, fi'om i-le poiit of '.ieWv

Of i-Le State, this is a practical question. The, Churches n1ay

make any laws they please, and enforce thein on their own
nieiîîlers ; but the Siate mnust comsider the wvell-beiîig of the
colinnîunity.

Tlie lang(er wliich lies in the othmer direction is illustrat-
ed in G-eriniany anîd ini soniîe of the Ainerican States, wheî'e a
divorce can l)e oiltaine(l foi' almiost any reasol oi' foi' no rea-
so- at aIl. The result of suchi a systein i8 almnos- to desti'oy
the sacredness of i-he inarriage bond. lu >,orne places it S
ainost- as., easy for uninarried people i-o get divorceti as foi

celihates i-o "et nîa'ried. We are infor'ned thrit, il-i soine oif

these places, ut is miot unusual for people to Le divorced i-wt

or three or fouir tulles. Thiere is no greatt fear of any such

state of thîings prevailing amiong ourselves ; Lut it is well tg)
lie forwaî'ned. It miglît corne ahuout in. two differeiît ways-
froin the giadual relaxing( of public opinion oî the sul ject of
divorce, or lîy a icaction front rigoris t opinions on the suli
jeci-. It may lie wvell for us i-o keep these dangers mn view.

Tht Uiisol vec Ed(1-tiolual Prob lelfl.

SQ1OME nemubers of the Ttoronto Public Sclîool Board have
k) een stim'red by the aspeî'sioný. casi- upon thbe Public

ScLool systern at niany of i-be denoininational anivem'saî'ies,
in respect i-o i-le aileged want tîf imoral and religions trîainîimng

in i-he schools, and are girdrng cri tleir arinour for the (lefeilce

of the systen, especially as wronght out in the citv schools.
At a recent meeting of the Boar'd, D>r. [luniter pi'oposed a

sermous (of resolutions, of wvbich i-Le followving are i-be secondî
and tîmird

IThat i-le fundaniental principles of Cliristianity are

lusi- as conssi-ently recognized and practiced lîy i-le teachiers
ai-d pupils of our Public Schools as they are by i-Le clergy ai-d

lai-y of any birmncli of i-he Churcli."
Thiat i-he very (irder]y andi lecomng n'anner in vhîich

the preseni- religious exercises are conducted, the inîfluence
of the teachers' exaiple, and the thorouglh discipline of our
Public Schools aie poterît factors ini building up moral anîd
religious cliaracter."

These ar'e brave a'sser'tionms. 'l'ie first is either a sei'ious
icilection upon the c]emgy andi laity of the Chr'istian clîuicles,
ori a mnosi- reiiîmrkable tribute i-o the teachiers and scliolars of

the Toronto schmools. Leax iîg, Iiowever, the par'ties i-o i-le

coni-rtvei'sy tît settle tie-se amnd otiier q1uestions maiseci by

theii, we venture i-o reim'k tlîmt we are aunazeil hth -le
singulai' faith thme Boar'd seîni t<î h-ave iii tire elicacy if thle

pem'funetom'y readiiig of a few oemfe thfile BiLle--for ut iS
ititi itnucl tii t'xîect i-lai- tis t'ei'tise shoiul(l lie aiivýtliimg
hiette' i-han perfumîctory iii thîe nîiajority of cases, unless anI
until i-le I epiartiieui cau. take upin iiiiself tît exain-e i t ,
anid guamani-ce thme i'eligious a> well as i-he sclîolarly qualifi
cations of aIl uts licentiates-ils a mmealîs of pmoducing imighi
mioral aund religious chamacter. But Low is i-le conduc- tif

am-y îmore elabom'ate religions exerise i-o Le prevemuied f'oii

becoming eqîimlly perfun-ctoî'y andI spimitually lifeless if
siiîilam'ly prescrihed ? For' îui' iîwn par't, wve are pei'suaded

i-lai- a reat good woult] Le iltne slmould soîîîe ini-lueniml

cler'gymnan or' laymmîn follow II i-le challenge tif i-le Toronito

3omu'd hîy showing bowv li-i-le efl'ect upon i-he avem'age boy oii

gil1 ciam'actem' such exeicises are fi-ted i-o protluce. Seti-ii-g
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