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or the amount of saving in each oase ; they
vaguely assert, that this reduction would be
equal to a large per centage on the whole of a
family's income, and would leave it to be
inferred that the saving would apply to all or
nearly all of the family expenditure.- Such
random assertions are grossiy misleading, as a
very slender investigation of the subject will
expose this absurdity.

To illustrate, take the case of & tenant
farmer, mchanic, or laborer, with a wife and
four children, making a family of six who rent
a house or farm  As to rent, municipal taxes,
educational and religious appliances, no people
in any Anglo-Saxon country are more econom-
ically or efficiently supplied than the industrial
classes in Canadi. Would free trade effect
any economy here ? In furnishing theirhouse,
all the tables, chairs, bedsteads and bedding
sideboards, bureaus, warirobes, mirrors, tubs,
pails and other woodenware are likely to be of
Canadian manufacture and nearly all made of
Canadian material, and can be bought at as
low prices as they could ba procured
under free trade, except as to that small
portion of their cost which consists of the glass,
oil and varnish and small articles of hardware
on waich customs duty had baen collected.

The stoves anl stove furniture, carpeting,
table covers, ete., cutlery, crockery ani glass-
ware, would all be somawhat dearer than under
free trade.

If a thoroagh inventory wore taken of all
the average furniture of such houses
as- arve referred to, and from this
inventory a carefully prepared list made
out of ‘all the articles anl merial
employel in mrking these articles, on which
duties had been paid, it would ravely be found
that the import valus of all the dutiable
articles amounts to $30, the duty on which
would be about $25. As mast of the furniture
would last from 10 to 20 years or even lon er,
the annual contribution of the family to the
public revenue, for furnitnre and renewals
would be about $3.

In the articles of clothing ; Canadian tweeds,
fisnnels, underwear, common hosiery, cotton
shirtings, gingbams, dineens, boots and shoes,
and furs are all of as good value as goids of
like quality and durability could be imported
for, even free of daty. Of imported goods,
the family would probably buy some hats, caps,
bonnets, some dress goods, hosiery, millinery,
gloves, books and stationery, amouating in all
to probably $50 in each year, the duty on
which would be about $15.00. -

Muach the larger proportion of any family’s
expenditure is for groceries and provisions.
In groceries ; Sugar, tes and coffee are ad-
mitted free of duty. All the dutiable
grocaries which such families require to buy
consist of a fow raisins, currants, spices ete.,
the duties on the yearly supply being less than
B0cts.

In Provisions; flour, oatmeal, barley,
butter, cheese, milk, pork, lard, beef, mutton,
veal, fowls, fish, fruit, vegetables are all pro-
curable, of as good quality and at aslow prices
as they could be under free trade.

Fuel ; Anthracite coal is now admitted free
of duty.

Coal Oil ; Owing to the heavy duty upon
this article the average consumer has to pay
much higher prices than he would if free of
duty. In most cases this excess of cost in each
year may amount to as mucb as $2.50.
Summary:—

Excess of annual cost of furniture, owing to tm:gbb

o ¢ imported goods, “ $15,00
“ € groceries, “ $0.50
o LU coal ofl, ¢ $2.50
Annual burden on family, arising from tariff 821,00
* per oapita.....oi.iian $3.50

In the case of a mechanic, he .will have to
pay in addition to the above, the extra price
charged for his tools of trade, arising from the
customs duty on such of the tools as may have
been imported, or from the duty imposed on

the material (steel, iron, etc.) from which the

Canadian-made tools are manufactured.

In the case of the farmer, he will have to
pay in addition to the ordinary expenditure,
higher prices for his farm implements, wagons,
buggy, harness, horse shoeing ond other black-
smith work, bindertwine, wire fencing etc.

Tha whole excess so paid forms an importank
item, but only a small proportion of this ex-
penditure can be called an outlay of anaual
ocourrence. :

The vague talk of cheapening the necess-
aries of life and so producing prosperity and
contentment does no’ bear investigation. An
examination of the subject shows that the
great proportion of the taxes levied in Canada

falls upon the wealthier classes, who purchase .

freely of expensixe imports, fine and fancy
goods and luxuries, and another large propor-
tion is levied upon the tobacco, beer,
whiskey and wines consumed.

There is absolutely no warrant for the
assertion that Canada is a dear country to
live in, or for the contention that free trade
would materially reduce the cost of family
maintenance. It is absurd to maintain that
the tariff has been the cause of the exodus, as
the additional expenses created by its opera-
tions would hardly influence any family or
individualtoremovefrom one locality to another
in the sams country, much less to emigrate to
a foreiga country. Some policy more efficient
than a slight reduction in the cost of a few of
the necessaries of life is required for infusi
more vigor into commercial, agricultural an
industrial pursaits, by means of which the
deplorable exodus will put an end to, -

Probably some advantage might accrue
from a reduction in many of the customs
duties levied upon imports from Great Britain
or other countries which may admit Canadian
products on liberal or reasonable terms ; but
great care will require to be exercised in order
to prevent this country from beiag flooded
with the trashy shoddy cloths and the slop
ready-myde clothing and biots and shoes of
the swoat-shops of European cities, where
immense quantities are made ‘‘to sell but not
to wear.”

Canada is not a dear country to live in,
nor are the industrious classes burdened with
heavy taxes ; on the contrary, it is & remark-
ably cheap couatry, and the people’s imposta
are light. That there is much depression may
be true. Iu order to remedy this, the prin-
ciple aim of its statesmen should be in the
direction of creating more work and better
wages, by encouraging the expausion of exist-

ing beneficial industries, and by aiding in the ,

development of our yet unemployed resources.
Roserr H. Lavupss.

ART NOTES.

The following is a correct list of the pictures
selected for the World’s Fair from the exhibi-
tion now being held in the rooms of the On-
tario Society of Artists :—

Monarch of the Prairie (American Buffalo),
F. A. Verner.

Boston Stump, Miss G. E. Spurr.

Gathering Plums, Charles Alexander.

Evening, F. M. Bell-Smith.

A Peasant Girl Drinking, Oharles Alex-
ander,

The Old Cure, Sidney Strickland Tully.

On Guard, T. M. Martin

Autumn in Brittany (Pont Avon), W. E.
Atkinson. :

The Foreclosure of the Mortgage, G. A.
Reid. v

Comrades, W. A. Sherwood.

Miss Mabel Cawthra, E. Wyly Greer.

Chrysanthemums, Mrs. M. H. Reid.

At Duty's Call (The Country Doctor in
Canada), Paul G. Wickson.

Cattle, Milking Time, F. A, Verner.

Awaited in Vain, Ernest E. Thompson.

Christobel, Mra. M. B. Sereiber.

A Sweet Penitent, Fred. S. Challener,

Ah ! There, T. Mower Martin.

A Pumpkin, Mrs. M. E. Dignam.

The Venetian Bather, Paul Peel.

Forty Winks on a Sunday Afternoon, Fred.

8. Challener.

Moonlight, W. E. Atkinson.

Marechai Neil Roses, Fred. 8. Challener.

Portrait of Miss Louise Le Feure, Miss
Sidney 8. Tully., )
In the Studio, Miss. J. M. F. Adama,

Oxen (The Last Load), Owen P. Staples. -




