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SA UNTERINGS.

NýOBODY need plume hirnself upon a knowledge of the capital whose smat-
tering of the political aspects o? the place, 'picked up in the tbree miost
disagreeable rnontlîs of the year, is not supplemented by an acquaintance
formed in lune. The narrow area of observation during the Session-
8parks Street, the Parliamient buildings, New Edinboro', Sandy 1H1ll, and
the West End-expands to a gracions extent one would nlot dream who
'4w it only under the rîgours of February and March, or the hal? hiearted
relentings of April. Long, tree-shadowed walks diverge in it, and across
the end of one wanders the quiet hune of the blue Laureu1itianis, and another
breaks, not a mile ?roin Parliament lui, into a country roadside rambling
Pleasantly past the toli gate and along 1.y places whiere the air is sweet
With the cherry blossoms that drop their wluiteness over the fence upon
the way, and acîoss the wooden bridge that spans the straight, cool reaches
OF the canal. And the blue and fanciful Rideau, aud the lucent aud
'hadowY Gatineau, and the brown and tawny Ottawa, ahl hasten ?rom afar
alnong those strange, round huIs to the niorth to meet us here, and the
glistening ways by which they have corne are bordered with the spreading
pille and the dusky tamarack and vigorous yong clurnps of outrolling ferns.

JJnder one o? the towni bridges, known fromn its peculiar curvature as
"The Maria Street camnel's back" the canal is slow aud turbid aîîd narrow
anld very like ail other canais. But ofteii fi? t boats rnoored along the
bank tell very plainly that this is only a town-washed state of things, and
that ?urther np the oarsrnien have their reward. Boating is, beyond any
Ot her, Ottawa's sumnier diversion. It is too hiot to ride, aud too expen-
Sive royer ; tennis is always exclusive, and the field gamnes require
bard and constant practice, but a boat is always readly, whether one's owil
Or to hire, makes no demands on tirne or energy, is a cheap luxury, aud
leilds itsel? to the cool o? the evening to twilight or to a moonlit hour, as
"0 tennis, racquet or lacrosse would dreaîu o? duing.

To know the water intimately, you mnust go in a canoe, a boat is a
clUrnsy, inert, unsympathetie clog after the aboriginal idea, that skims the
Watler like a witbered leaf, trembles with every eddy, answers the whim o?
eOnr Paddle almost before it is expressed. And a favourite canoe-voyage is
al'Ounid the bend tbrough the Deep Cnt aud Muchmnore's Cut to the neigh-

horood of the Exhibition buildings, portaging across to the Rideau just
Where the May is blossoming mildly about an abandoned old farin bouse
alid the pale green fine o? the birches is showing agaiust the clurnps o?

vnsbeside it. Froin this point to Billiug's Bridge whiere another portage
18 lecessary back to the canal, the Rideau is 'the daiutiest stretch o?

Water one coulld fancy. It is very rernote froin the human life pulsatiug
'wD

*3thin, bal? a mile o? it ; for the most part uninvaded woods tronp along-
"de, with ail the swveet cries aud cadences o? the ander-world in tbem,
ehidinig ail day long the vast silence that neyer lags upon the lieds o?
hiUallity. And it seems just now that ail the trees that ever one kuewaeg o i o o ehrhere nth s woodlands, their riotous spring happi-

in the river, and reedy places between the islands and the shore,
*here if' a month there will be a wonder o? water-lilies. Aloug the banks
the 8humaclis are swinging their tassels and the wild strawberry-blossoms
Ait lfeekly in the sun and tbe columbines dance in the wind, and every
Illars hy spot is yellow with marigolds. And through it ail the river goes,
PaU'1ng and pondering in the shadows, racing over ca mîrnîc rapid in the

hi8 ' tWliFtirio and straightening, narrowing ruefully, broadening sweetly,
teuing all the time tlirough lier own foolish gurgle to the musical gossips

ofthe 116w coule cat-birds and whip-poor-Wills and wild.canaries.

P cTRi Ottawa Field Naturalists are a number o? clever and energetic
P"l 'Who do not prpose to allow the opportunity o? residence upon the
OPO the Inost venierable and interesting portion o? the earth's surface to

1o - lprvd Every Saturday therefore tliey gather together, with
t1alumers and specimen cases, and lunch baskets, and sally forth in vans to
pliÏ n the fields. There they look for specimens, bits o? rock,

In~1secte, fungi, fossils, and upoil some class o? these the specialist
hr the day makes public a certain percentage o? what bie knows. I have

1~dthe Ottawa Field Naturalists less respectully called Il the Bugs and
th Ybut that was by a person who confessedly did not know one f romn

ef ther, and could tbereore be excnsed for confusing the varions orders
ofteanimral creation. ý

i 1it.Last 8aturday one linndred and twenty-eight people packed themselves
Ai sy'vn and drove ont to Kirk's Ferry, on the Gatinean. Tbe excur-

ifl OnIld doubtless bave been as ediying as any similar one in the past,
It ld h rained. If it had not rained, however, three or four o? us

of th0 ve missed tbe acquaintance o? Stainslaus Pasquette wlio is master

%lede 8aai white bostilry in which we took refuge, and IlStennis," as hie
oer- "Olsel?, was a fair equivalent for much Latin. The sign tlîat swung
ci ; hil tal door was a little ambiguons. IlS. Pasquette" was pain ted

4'"' hincrooked black letters, but over the ?nrtber announcement,
Uri i' ,was nailed a pine slab. The acute observer rnxgbt guess the
eio inscription by the edge o? the letters, but to the general public it

'4~ ilutenided to express blankness, despair.
2>in cjf11 explained it, in answer to an inquiry by one o? the party for
the j" PaYs to add its mucli needed cheer to our luncheon. Hie stood on
gra '1 carpet o? bis own neat little sitting-room, witb its colonred litho-
t-W pa fthe saints on the walls, antI its white mnslin curtains falling in

il A tifF cascades before the windows, and its beantiful artificial flowers
exj . lvase on the table, balancing a plaster image of St. Joseph, and
"Idalie"~ 't le made a fair type o? lis class as bie stood there, talking

geAticulating. Thick black hair-baldness bas îîot yet crept up tbe
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Gatineau,-sharp brown eyes, a broad-faced smile that showed teeth dis-
coloured by tobacco, and a well knit pair of shoulders, frorn which his
argument required a hitcb every now and then.

I tell you bothi in littie tirne. I pay my liccnz autrefois hunners
dollars, every tirne-straight. Dis timie dey reduce nummner of licenz. 1
was reduce aise." Hie laughed with an air of making the best of it, but
the shrug that followed instantly xvas serions.

"'Dey don' look at it right way, I tink. llere's miy place. Two mile
fromi any ho-tel. Right at de ferry. Now 1 kmn on'y seli sof' stuif." He
had given us ginger "lpop." "But," with a lowering of his voice, and a
respectful look at the ladies, ~'folks stop here, miost ail want hiard stuif-
want strong glass. 1 can't seil 'cm."

Stennis was a model of propriety throughout his entire conversation
wîtlh us, and neyer once alluded to anythiing o? a bibulous nature by otiier
ternis than " strong glass " or Il sof t stuif." Teînperance principles to the
contrary, notwithstanding, we sympathizeci with hirn in his fallen fortunes,
especia]ly when hie introduced a convulsive and wide-mouthed young
Stennis, of two months, with ail the pride aud gratulation of a father with
no stimulants in bis busine'ss connection.

"You put ou de boots, niow," said lie , giving his offispring a ferociously
funny poke tindet' its chin, "lan' fetch in de wood dis aft'noon, you hear?1

fie is srnart chi]d, dat child !lie speak Engleesh as good as Frenchi.
Eh, Stenny 1

In reply to an inquiry as to whethier our innocent potations had beeni
paid for by a mnember of the party, desirous of disbursing for the conîion
benetit, the French Canadian spirit of acquisition carne out.

Il Yass. 'E 'ave pay for de sof' stufi;" mneditatively. Then with
sudden inspiration, "lBut for de boul1es, non ! 1 do' know if lie want to
take 'em away! "

We comforted hirn with the hiope of summer boarders, who could not
possibly corne wbere "lliard stuiff" was sold, and came away.

SARA J. DUNCAN.

OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

THE ARGONAUTS 0F NKORTii LiBEFRTY. By Bret Harte. Boston: Hongh.
ton, Mifihin & Company.

Bret ilarte has in maniv o? his short scories sbown whiat goodness
there may be in those who are accounted bad; wbat virtues may still
linger in those considered irreclairnably depraved; what heroism and unsel?-
ishness even the outcasts of Poker Flat may give proof of. In this book
lie endeavours to show the badness of a woman who is professedly good-
excessively good. The effart liai not been successful ; bat we have long
ceased to hope for a really good novel froni the author o? Gabriel
Conroy. His short stories are admirable ; bis novels are unhappy com-
pilations o? sketches. In this one hie is peculiarly unhappy. The literary
critic will find in it evidences o? literary art, but the uncritical reader can
hardly ho benetited in any way by a story which represents life and
character, not with the tidelity of an artist, but with the carelessness or
malignity of a lampooner.

LIT'ERA RY GOSSIP.

MACMILLAN AND Co. will publish shortly, a new volume by Mattbew
Arnold, entitled Il E ssays in Crîticism."

Miss ANNiE R01BERTSON MACFARLA-,,, the critic of fiction for The
Nation, is writing the history of the Frenchi in Canada, for Putnam's Siory
of ilhe Nations series.

G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS will publisli during this rnonth "lThe Story o?
Turkey," by Stanley Lane-Poole, which will f orrn the nineteenth volume of
the Siory of thte Nations series.

A new venture in Canadian jourrialismn is about to be hazarded by the
Desbarats in Montreal. [Its naine, -Tlt Dominion Illustrated, inidicates
what will be its principal fteature. Promnent ruembers o? the Royal
Canadian Academy are to ?urnish drawings. Mr. Hleuri Julien will suppîy
the cartoons, and the critical and scholarly Lesperance, wbose naine is
mentioned as editor, will take good care that the literary departments o?
the paper wvi1l be kept up to a high level.

IT is believed that there are some very reînarkable libraries that migbt
be exbumed frein the buried cities o? Uxmnal and Mayapan, in Yucatan.
The ancients must have been highly civilized, since tbey made use of a
written laniguage and alphabetical characters. It is the hope and ambition
of Dr. Augustus Le Plongeon, the archa3ologist and explorer, to present to
the scientific world a series of manuscripts written by the founders of
these cities. Hie discovered that Freemasonry existed in pre-historie
tirne, and has brouglit tu this country photographis of old masonic symbols
whichi correspond very ncarly with those now in use.

TUiE QUEBEc BANK.-The statement o? the Directors o? the Quebec
Bank, publisbed in another colnmn, presents a ?airly satisfactory year's
business. Its circulation and deposits have largely increased, $100,000
have been added to the IlRest," which now amounts to nearly bal? a
million, and the industries in wbich the bank's capital is, as appears fromn
the Report, chiefiy invested, have been, during the year, prosperous
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