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IEFLECTI ON.

How gracluaiiy we leave off play,-
We can't recali thefiual day
We played witb childieh gice. t

We cannot tell wiaen girlhoed slips
Away from us, with laughing lips;s
We ouly know that we
Awake one day; and wakiîsg know
That womnanhood sits upon our hrow.

.M'ontreal. FERRARS.

MUSIC.

As we go te press the magical naie of Patti is in every mouth. A sus-

Pension of the ordinary biusiness aid social relations cf life appeare to
dominate ail classes, and on the evesstt n eveniug ef Friday, 3lst March,
the fever of curicsity, specusiation, adîmiration, and enthusiassu. wiii bue at

it8 height. Suîch it is te he a prima dosnsa-tue iret lady not ouly of atn

arbitrary institution like Italiani opera, but, next te the varions crowned

heads of foreign and home ceuntries, one, of the flrst ladies iii the worid.

With the decline of Italian opera is aise contemporaseouS the decline
Of the star system-se we are told-and the graduai waning of the bril-

liant light caet by those operatic luminances. Met the prima donnaoe f
to-day je very nearly as important as she was a Isundresi years ago, if we
raay judge by the enermous prices daily askecl and daiy given-wages
8verywhere the trul value cf wcrk. Ami eue reasen cf this unquestion-
able popuîarity of the prima donna je the fact that ne great uew singere

appear te be rising up te take tihe place ef sucli artiste as Patti, Nilsson,
anld Tietjiene. The days wheni a Malibîran and a Jenny Lind composcd

and Sung their own cadenzas are over. In tise graceful form, the dark,
expressive eyee, and the pure and flexible, veice cf an Adelina Patti, the

'Orid stili recognises the geîius that in a stili more exalted type iived and

s IlOved and had its eut ward habitation us such womien as Catalani, Pasita,
s Grisi, Sontag, Malibran, and Aiboni. 0f Catalani it wae eaid that bier

1VOice wae cf a, meet uncomiinen quality, and capable cf exertione alimeet

81UPernaturai. Borra iin 1779, the ditughter cf a smaîl tradesman, she
efljoytd the fui] measure, cf a succes.sftiii artistie life for tbirty-flve years.

erhusband, Valebrégnes, a stupid, ignorant soldier, addicted te gambling
"Id kiudrcd vices, yet kncw enough te appreciate hie wife's magnificent

siuiging. ', Ma femme, et quatre ou cinq peupées,--voilài tout ce qu'il
faut," hie ueed te say. Madame Grisi, wbe made bier déb1ut at the age cf

8e'venlteen, wae one ef the most original and powerful -ldramatic " sopranos
that thse world hae ever seen. Impulsive, ccceutric, but aiways goed-

hearted and candid, the beautiful Giula Grisi was for yeare the idol cf the
bondon summner season and thuo Paris wintes' eue. lier style was grand,

0Penl, robdet, magnificent, and included exceýptienal dnamatic gifte. The
fanions quartet, consistinc et Grisi, Rubini, Tanibunini ansd Labiache, is
the nioet memorable operatic quartet Europe bas yet kniown. Rubini was
replaced by Marie after a wbiie, and tihe Marie Quartet became as faunous
as the Rubini had been until 1846, when it dwindied te a trio, Grisi,

kari0 , and Tamburini, sans Lablache. Then Taunhurini left, but still Grisi
and Marie sang on, tue, " roe and nightingaic " et Heino's Parisiau letters.

IfReine heard bier in 1840, aud 1'liked l'ter very nuuch." Discrimiuating,
ilueOn the other baud, Nathaîsiei Parker Wiliis heard hier iu 1834,

and " did net like lier at cl.' Wae thse judgment cf the celcbrated
Abcerican at fa~uit, or~ hasi six years et intense lird work and application
to hier art made sucb a difference, net onîy in lier incomparable veice, but
in her unethed as well i Of Pastat it may lue said that sbe hasi literaliy ne

8u~ccesaor. A declaimer as weli as a singer, perbaps, the laînented Mdllc.

a crtan mscuin- gandur fsnethod. Neither were bravura singers.

thi aterstle n ne ee approas'hed thse bnilliant Marietta Malibran.

b'er bviler caprices, lier entîsusiasuns, lier friendehips, bier advcutures,
h31av l bier mode of living and bier inetbed of singing, ail point te ber

hifg been a person. of unusual and rensarkahîle gcnius, dazzling, original,
ndgifted. Malibr.an spoke, acted, and sang, niii six languages. 11cr

acting was exquîsitely natumai, and full ut ax dclicate tact and discrimination.

"<The actions cf this flcry existence,"m says M. Castil Blaze, "1wouid
* appear fabulou$ if we had not ceosa lier aunonget us, ftnlfllliug bier engage-

men 1ts at the theatre, resisting ail thse fatigun of tue î-ehearsals, et the

oe, e aos, teftcr gallopisag nerni auss cvening ii thse Bois (le Bou-
1091e 80astotire eut two herses. Sîse uîssîs te breakfast cluring tlue

rehlearsaîs on the stage. Suie starts fou' Sinigaglia duriug the beat cf July,
ln lian'8s ciothes, takes humr seat oui the box cf thse carriage, drives the berces.

.rne by an Italian suni, covcred witb duet, she arrives, jumpe inte the
a's'linss like, a deiphin, and thson gees te the hiotel te dress. Slic lesîxu

risesfor ILondon, ceuses iiack te Paris, traveis about in Brie, aud returne

the life ) not iike a ceumier, but liku a dove on tue wing." We ail know wviat

e, f a singer is in tîsu capital f Engla ud.-the lie of a dran tie

c'l f the bighest talent. Atter a rehearsal at tise opera, cls maay lisse
hre Or four mntn' eatn u we iecranfis aud due cati

esae froul the theatre, there are soirées wbicb last till daylîreak.

tbh1e 'F Understoed that Mrs. Forsyth Grant, daugister of Ris Housour

fri Lieuiteuattevernor, bas censented, uit tue urgent solicitatieus ot

Ye a,5 ' epar twe or three papers frous thc diary cf bier visit soic
YeQ ge to the Sandwich Islatnds. Those wbo have sceeu portions of thse

8Ok ay that it is markcd by a clîaruîuiîag simplicity cf mausuer, with ai
e87iO f narrative and a keen eye for the scenles and incidents described.

LITERARY L7OSSIP

MR. JOHN MOLEYS i5ecent address on Literature contais a fine definition of what

t ie and îvherein its charme lies. ilere le a passage front his cloquent discourse: " Litera-

ure consiis of ail the books (and they are flot so nvimy) where moral truth and human

passion are touched with a certain largeness, variety, and attraction ot torm ;and my

notion ot the literary student is one who, through books, explores the strange voyages of

man's moral reason, the impulses ot the human heart, the chances and changes that have

ivertaken buman idoals of virtue ans ihappiness, of conduet and manners, and the shitting

fortunes of great conceptions of ts'uth and virtue. Poets, dramatists, humeurists, satir-

iats, masters of fiction, the great preachers, thse character writers, the maxim writers,

the great political. orators,-they are ahl literature iu so f ar as they teach us to know

man and to know human nature."

As a mile, one finds Armericin authors ready ani willin, almost at ail times te talk ot

thieir own works, or chat with you as to their literary opinions. An exception to the rule

ie found iu Miss Sarah Orne Jewett. Molcst of the faine and stiecsq lier stories have

brought her, it ie difficuit to mince lier to talk about herselt or lier works. It was perhaps

this kuowledge that ruakes une more desirouis ut learning sumethiug ut the nsethods et wvork

pursuedby her. Miss Jewett's suimmere are spent iu tise village ut Solith Berwick, Me., the

couîntry whicb she bas made se pieasantly tamiiliar to us thiruugh lier stories. As winter

approaches, however, sîse useoves to Boston, andi in the home ut Nlrs. JTames T. Fields, on

Charles Street, she findq a inost congeniai ahode. It ivnuld he difficilt, perhaps, to find sn

author whose persoaality ie so stronelv marke. in hier books. She le a lady pnssessed of

the most winning manners, and hgr deprirtinent is in perfect lsarmony with ber appear-

ance-refined, geulal, and inassuming. Her figure je taîl, siender and supple, and a pair

ut clark eyes give lier face a woendertnilyv cordlial and frank expression.

Tiec first ut tise inech talkedl about hundie et uopuhlished Thackeray lettere will

tern an impsortanit teature of tise April number etf M 's~sAagçyr'i. The first inetal-

meut will cssusist oft lotteri ivritten lu 18 17 and tise feîv years tolluwing. Muet ut the

letters were adlrpssed te rs Breokfield, et Fngland, and te her bushand, the late 11ev.

W. H. Brookfield, wiîo enjeyed iichel et Tisackeray's confidence, and was a warm fnienri

ot the nuvelist. Ms .Ireskfieid ais a brnef introduction te the letters, andl states that

they are iisele, public îelti tise tull authority ansi appsrobatiun et Mrs. Ritchie,

Thackeray's siasgister. 'Tie letters, althieigh they are tnt cunnected, are continuons, a

simple chrenlogical order h'sving been tullowesl rather tisau their relativ e impusrttnce.

Frequieut pesi assd iîsk: sketches by Thsackeray occlîr iii tise letters, and these wili hie

reîsrouucedl lu fiv, sisaile. These sketches ansd drawiugs, for the main1 part, ilustrate

places and incidents în,ýiniifîl tserein, svhiie otiiers are hismurosis lu tiseir cîsaracter- al

ut tlsem cleverlydune, lun tise saine nusuber ex -Min ister K. B. \Vashhîsrne'e reininiscences

of the Commune et Paris will ceuse teia concluisions.

MR. ROnEILT Louis STevr ENSONS- popîslarity has stinuîlatedl hjus te sîndertake a quantity

ot literary work that might <laze ais erdinary suais. He has no souner issued bis latest

collection of stories, " The Merry Men," wlsei we are told that ie bas net les than

three ether important plans in view. The inust ambhitios ut these le perbapq the early

pubhlicationi et a' collection if eay, ins two voumîses, to cungst ef personai and

literary paiers, partly reprintedl frein bsis " Virginihîss Ptserisquie." slow out et print, and

a nisîner et nev es,%ye neyer betsirc pîsblisised. lis second terthcomin.sg bosok will be a

volumse of pems, esîtitiesl ''Underweedl," tsi lie divided jute tîvo parts, eue devoted te

English and tise other te Scotch verses. Mr. Stevenson wili aIse lie reîîresentedl ln the

fertmcoming onîuusrial volume et Professer Fleming Teukins, te whicli he bas contrjbnted

a full biographical msŽmuir. Beside these, lie hae isnder way a serial story, te appear in

Ss-ribscr's llfeqsiyse,, which, it le said, will lie elitireiy mîilike auy et lus previes taies, and

bas contracted fer usît les tissu seveil short sties fer early psulicatisînliu different maga-

zines lu this country anss Eugland.

MR. LIAUsiNCE OLsssIPHAT'S ilnspertastit wsirk en Palestine is nssî reasly tor publication

h1 ' tise Harisers, wiis will issîse it durng tise lrosseîit week. 'l'ie titie sshoeen for tbe boek

le Hata s, Lite ln Mosierîs Palestinse.' The paliers ceusunisinq the volume were

originally pisbiished in tise New York Ste, and cdeal witiî the lite, habits, and festivals ef

tise Syrians and tihe Drisses. Descriptionis are aise given ot varjons peints et Biblical

interest is the Palestine land ansi .erisamin. Additssîal valise je given the work hy an

introduction tront the peu ut Mr. Chsarles A. l)ana, wvis says :

TIhe chapters wiiich. compsose tisis volumse sriginsaliv tnssia serles et letters, ail ot
wlsicis paesed thrsîîgls uy isandq. 1 prepnresi tiseo sr tiseir first appearance in print, ansi
correctedl th-, proots aftenrward. Finaily, it w,,s, at usy siuggestissn ansi advice that they
were gathered tegether lu a hook. *

The deep interest whicis the Laissi et Pais.-.tine ps fose sr everv thougbttul nsind
isakes us ail greedy fsor tnesh and tritlstil intosmatioin alike cssnneruing its ;îresent coud.«
tien and the disceveries whjch neîv researcises adsi tsi ur liusswisuige <if the past. Frons
tis point ut view many sst the pages whicli toiieo are ut exceedissg importance. Every
Christian will read withi deep attention the aiio's description et the present state ut

pulaces counected with mssmýntoiis eveuts ut New Tegýansent iitory, and when. as lu the
lîresent inîstance, tise travellor anisiîivos.tigater js eue whosu judssiseut and whose accu-
ratcy may lie eutirely relies i ipen, the valise et tise report elirpass everv careleqs estiunate.
It le wlth thie feeling that I have iurged niv triosç te cosmplèe bis work for publication.
and witls this feeling T earnestiy cemmend it tsi tise reador. Nor le its interest confinesi
te isetorical anis Bilulical questissus alsîne ;tise etisosigist, exeminiîsg the races et modern
Synia, andi the philsopher, centemîslatiîsg tise suarvels jîrecees sîf Asiatic transtormna-
tio0n, wili aise find bers materiai xvhicii wili reliay tiseir inist canetîi stîsdy.

ATTACI-En te tise publicatison ut sany ef tise moet esiccesul bsooks pusilisbed, there are

fres1 nently interesting etsiries tisat eîsiy at rare intervais reach tise puic. This appeans

tsi lie tise tact witis Mr. Jmsstiu Mc'arthy's stics'essflil " Histssrv et Ousr Own Times," as

iîscidentaily learîsed tronu a memiser sot the firin et Chatts & W.imidssu, tise Engiish psub-

hishers mît tise îvok. Mrsh. MeCarthy's original ide% tsor tise boosk, it seeus, ivag tîat, it

sisoiid lie an histmnlcal njarraitve, anid fsmr wisich hie isad cisesen the titie et 'l The Victe.

nian lera." 171pen tise emîsicltiou ut the wuirk, a fniensi intronlucesl hlm tsi a weli.knewn

English pubilishinsî firin, îviti îvhsîîs lie fiuaiiy agreesi te seil the îvîrk tfsr £900, er about

$3,000 lus ouîr money. Attes' a littie whiie tise publisisers, iearîsing tisat Mr. McCarthy

w,îs a hume nîier, it not s Psrssssite -thev sud net oven kiiow, it %appearq, tisat hie was an

Jri~mau skedti lie ailoee te îitlsdraw trous tihe contract. Mr. McCartby, who was
greatiy anueyedl at the emiggestioil tisat lie might rsutilate isistory te suit bis ewn private
or psilitical views, desuansies cmeinsiation, and tise puillishers reterred tlue settiement te
the tnieusi whe isas introdsces tise autisor tsi tisem. Then Mr. McCarthy caume te bis
present publishers, who at oilce agreed to pubsisî the work for bim nisi a, basis of mutual

profits. It n'as siigzestedi, hewever, that. instead et "The Victerian Eýra," be shoîsîsi
cail the book " The Histery et Ouîr Own Times." lus the intervai, the etiier pubshbers
r.sconsidered the sîtisatisinansl askced te lie aliowed te revive the lapesi csîntract. Tt M'as
tee late. The werk isasi ieen placefli lu the priuster'e isanss iîy the second firrs te whem
the author bcd submitted the sssauuscript, and consiscralie sît the îiroor reasi hy Mr.
McC.urthy. The book wjas siuccesstiîl fren tise start, ad lînsvesi a lesî in te puiillshers ansI
author alike, the latter' liasing, ilp te tise îresent time,reevinary 280 n
accesunt et bis profits oui the work,
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