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ON PRAYING. or xîot, just as it may suit the mood, or manncr, of those w~ho have to,

lead the devotions of a congrcgation.

The Church -Militant has many nien of speech, a few of themt The foregoing remlarks have been inspircd by the perusal of a book
having the gift of eloquence, fexxer stili the power to offer public calleci" Prayers, with a Discourse on Prayer,"* by George Dawson, M.A.,
extempore prayers so as to lead the ini of the worshippers to dwell of Birmingham, editeci by hlis \vifc. It is a book of rare excellence, and
on the spiritual side of life, the verities of the universe, and the great of great value. George D)awson was in every way a remnarkable inan.
God Hlimself. The Roman Catholic Church discovereci the rarity of He broke away fr-om the orthodox theology-scoffed at much that wvas
this gift quite early, and decreed that the few should serve the mnany. evang,,elical-was a critic-a vivisectionist as far as dogmas go-and
A liturgy ias provideci for the clergy, written in statcly, uincîianging yet feW kncw how gentie, howI tender, hoxv profoundly pions hie wvas.
Latin, s0 that the slow of speech could pray in the language of The publication of these prayers will not only ennohie his niemory, but
eloquence, and the duil coulci think with the thoughits of a passionate will give another evidence of the truc powecr of extempore prayer. Eý ach
piety. The Anglican Churclh lias inherited an affection for a liturgical prayer in the book is has;ec on sorte event, or thoughit of bis own, or
formi of service ;and, with few exceptions, very beautiful, very simple, passage of Scripture. It is short, pithy, pure and i simple :cahl as a
very earnest, and so quite sublime, are the prayers of the Episcopal mIle, yet somnetinmes strong, carncst, passionate-as if the man had flung
Church ; when not spoileci in the reading, they are miglitily imiipr-essive. his sou1 into his \vords. Ile spoke froni his own hcart into the heart of
But, to read prayers well or ill is not praying. An earncst spirit will God. He prayeci, andi the congregation must have prayeci with him.
scarcely be contenît with this mechanical piety, for it must give vent to The language is sublimiely simple-the thoughts burn-the sentiments
the thought of the minci aîîd the feeling of the heart, when face to sink down into the minci to live there. They intist hlave been prepareci,
face with Deity, as at no other time. The Puritans werc earnest mcin, tiiose prayers ;a questionable thing-but they are gooci, îvhichi is
andi haci things to say to the Aliiiglîty which the framers of tlîe bcyond question. Clergymen slîould study this book, it will tell thern
liturgy had not thoughit of; so it xvas put away, and prayer in public how Manî inay feel and express lîimself before the Great Giver of ail
was extenîporiseci. Tlîe Nonconformist aîîd Mcthodist Clîurclies of gooci. And, perhaps, it nîay teach theni liow to speak ini simple, but
Englanci have the saile notion as to those sacreci thiîigs ;they pray, appropriate, language to Himi wlîo hears ail truc and earniest prayer.
with some few Methodistical exceptions, without a forni. For famiily devotions this book would be valuable. It will be

But the happy medium scems not yet to be founci. Mcei use the founci to give expression to maîiy and varieci feelings ;for olci and
liturgy who shoulci not, at least îîot always; and nmen do îîot use it ail young it lias a thought andi a voice.
who shoulci. Thcy do not }îray, as aîiyone who lias but a slight *

acquaintance withi the clergy inust know ; tliey talk a little with the Pubilishie< by the Mii.,i os Ec1 Montrcal.

Lord, telling, Hini nin, tliings of timie aîîd etcrnity, as if they knew
ail, and He but a little. A forin is fallen into quite unconsciously ;it ON LOVE 0F PRAISE.
starts at one point, andc, goi]]g the r ounci, endis at aîîother, wi th duli
uniformity. On the part of the audience, sonie go to slecp, somie wish Acidîson says A wise man is satisfied wlien lie gains his own approba-
they coulci, îvhile a few cry out iii soul agoîîy, -Oh, that the mani tioli, a fool when lie reconinencis lîîîîself to tlîe applause of those about him,"

woul pry, oul spak ut f hs exerinceint tle cr ad hartbut we think self-approbation iii Addison's day must have been mnuch liar-der to
of Goci." But no ; therc is no wîld. crying to heaven as of a soul in gain, self ('olceit not sueli a besetting siîî ini tlat age as it is iii ours, or lie would

pain; nosubucd nci we-triceîi peeh, a of sprit liprsse ihardly have peiiiec iliose wvords ; iii fluet, it is lus reacliness to set our own
pai ; o sbdud ad ae-sricen peeh, s o a pirt opresedopiniion above tlîat of otliers wliicli gives risc to so niuel of tlîat false Il principle",

with a sense of Gocis prcsecc anc iholincss ;no glaci sliouting, as of a1 spoken of iii a recent issue Of thc SPECT'A'roR.
heart made joyous by the wuorkinig of miercy but words running iiito But whilc we do liot agrec witli himi tlîat self-satisfaction is any evideîîce of
sentences, andi sentenices into IMragrapls-anic nothing nmore. The wisdoin, neitlier do %'e think tlîat tic desire for praise mîarks the fool ; werc it so
early Romnis, andi the later Anglicanis, wcrc riglit ; better eniforce a1 n.inkinid nîust be 011e vast assemblage of those interestinig personiages, for tliere

litrgy011aIl ouevc tle fw wio an ttc prver thn frcenie toiS o feelin)g more wvidespread îîor more cieeply rootec i n tlîc hunian lîeart.Without olîi incetl, to exerion tow nian ofo tlios uho praver ten toreîeiro -
pray before tlîe people, xw'lo have neither iattuiral Iift îîor divine ýtothiinetv oexrohwnayofhs h aetknter
ordination for the work. places in the fronit rank ot statesmen, orators, generals, poets, authors, would

Prayr isthemostdificul execis to lîih inrtalcantumnlushave reniailiec forever iii tlîe sliades of obscurity, or neyer risen above niedioc-
Prayfcw faI the anifclteciet paticîsrta aci pohtsr colis rîty ; aîid how niai»' noble cieds andi tliglits woultl have beeni thus ]ost to,

powers. Only a f\,oalte nin araciad op tsou thîe world! Withlitthis desire for faie, liow îîîaîy of tliose wlîose talents best
pray, as far as we nîay jucige froni the records giveli. Thie Olci fit theni to serve tlîeir country iii tie field or ini the senate ivoulci sl>eni tlieir
Testament hias many sermonîs in it ; but the reporteci prayers arc few. tiays in tlîe indolent cnjoynient of retiremniît ratier tlîan shiare the toils and
Davici xas essentially a nian of prayer; aîîd the Chiurch hias taken to afixieties of public life How many deccis of seîf-denial which the world lias
praying in ]lis words. A glance at the royal psalmnist will explain tlîat. neyer heard of have been pronipteti by the hope of rcceiviîîg a word of praise
He wvas a man of dieep aîîd strong passioîî-of a vast anci viviti perlials froni but onie pair of lips ; lîow nîany despoiîding oîîes have been
imaginationî, whcwneigfontecentre to teutterîîîost frn cheereci on to dare and dIo great tlîîîgs by oiie word gîven lin tîie; lîow mnany
of life, cl hiail hng aning fronthe tlefiges hop)i1g ones have ben disappoîiutcd aîîd gone back to the depths of despair by

clotîed Il lg ngret of heaveîîly grandeur. Behi o'newor wthl, we slîall nieyer know; but certainî we arc suchuthiiigsliave been
the visible hie saw teinvisible; truhtenarilso he ndwill be agaiîi. Surely wve may jui(ge motives as well as menî by their fruits
immaterial ; and aIl thiîigs of eartlî tolci of the Ruler of aIl tliings on anîd what niore prolific iii gooci deetîs than this ?,
earth anti iii heaven. He wvas a poct, liaving a poet's dreaintgs and None ivill denî, tlîat the fear of ptiiisiimeiit anti the hope of reward are
power of speech ;a poct's fine frcnzy, andi Nvilci rush of tlîought. Ile legitimate objects to set bLfo)r- chilciren, yet few woulti not tluink hirn a îîobler
was also a iîan of varicti exîlerience ; suffereci anti enio cci as only chilci who would do a thiing- because lic wouldi be calleti a good boy tlîan lie who
the feu, caîî ; liaci been inost highî y exaltetl anti m1ost depy ybse would do ut because lie wai thrcatened witi a wlîipping if lie uîeglccted it, or
anti wlen over aIl, aîîd uincerkaIl, andi ii aIl, lie saw Goci, lus soul proinised a îicce of cake if lie l)erformiec it,

We are persuadeci tlîat tlîis motive is flot sufficiently set before clîildreurusheci out in worcis. lie spoke froin ]lis ownv îîiîîd anîd heart jito the eitîîer at home or at schîool. llhe parent who neyer praises ]lis child, tlîe teacher
minci anc i hcart of Deity. Moveci by joy, or sorrow, or love, or hate, who, neyer praises a pupil for duty donc will not oîîly have less love but Iess
or hope, or despair, lie saici or siîg it out. obedierice than he whio nieyer fails to give to tlîe descrvîîîg a word of commuiie-

A few iii thcec latter tinies have the saîie geuîius. They pray dation. It is iiot, we ackîîowlcdge, the highest of ail motives, but there is none
mightily, because tlîey fel dceply anci strongly. They have imagina- so high to wlîich it does iîot addc iuew iiitcisity. L.ove of riglît is nobler, but
tions-a vcry huîuan experiehice; a viviti, overwheliig sense of sin who acts from love of right behinci whicli does iîot lurk the hope of praise ? We
anti the beauty of lîoliîîess ;a liate of the cvii they sec anti sometiincs can admire the conduet of the noble Athieniaii lîerocs wlîo gave. to their court-

loveant desre or oodîess Sotheytal wilî Gti s atry a name among the nations whiclî sluall neyer die, but which of us would followdo, anti oeaddsr o odes.S hytl iGda a in thueir footsteps Ivere we sure tlîat the oîîly reward we sluould have would be
chilti to its niother, anti îot as a D)omine to lus class, as is the way suich as they receiveci in their lifetinie-fiuie, inîprisonncuit andc banishmnut?
with sontie, or as a courtier flattcring a King, as is the way with sontie Nay, we rathier l)refer to thîiîk witu Tenniyson
others. Thcy pour out the cartîest soul in plain but passionate Ian- The Path of dnuy is the way to glory,
guage which rapture, andi carry aw'ay to the throne of God, the mid [le that treacts it only th[rsytiig
anti the heart of an audience. F'or the right, and learns todeaden

Such mcin shoulti have no liturgy eniforceti upon themn. It clips Love of self, before his journey closes
their wings, and hinders their loftiest flîghts. The difference between ~Shall find the stubhorn thistle bursting

thîemr anti the ortiinary preacher is the difféenuce betwecrn the poet anti Into glossy purpies, w~hieli out-redden
the penny-a-liner--betweîil the arclîitcct and the stone mason. Andi All voltuptuous garden roses."
in actual practice this difference slîoulti bc nuate-the man of genius for TIhe path of duty is at best a thorny one ; is it just, then, wlîile leaviîîg thîe
prayer shoulti have a liturgy to which he cari turn when flot in the mooti thistles which we canuiot remove, to pluck ecd blossoni ere it burses, aîîd rob it
for extempore prayer; anti the rfan who lacks the genius, anti uses a of aIl brightness which might chîcer the toiler on his way?
liturgy, shoulti bc alloweti to pray exteflpore whcn the rare mooci or . lrue, like ail other good things it may be abused ; wc may. regard that as

inspraton s onhim Tlus n Chrchseem tostrke te hppypralse which is flot worth due name, and miss the substance in pursuing the
insetin or ton m evn ano ffort to ee n ti utulite vh ariey o shatowv. That the remedy is not to be founti in decrying the real article, but
taentim bas t cmm van Thfot til bee an blsstilz ho ant be in learning anti in teaching others to discriminate between them. l'rue praise

talntit ia a comad. hoe illbca besedPeople wh a cwiîl always be marked by one quality-sincerity-which alone distinguishes it
broati enough anti free enough, to leave their clergy free to use a ritual, from flattery, that spurious coin whîich serves but to show forth tlîe baseness of
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