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mass of humanity in one opinion-bis 0'wn. Need it-be
wondered that wben hoe attempts the task he-fails, and
wben hie doesn't attompt it ho makes hosts of' bitter enemies.

PHFrght tô' criticise is as ùnquestionable as the right
T. to think.; in fact, true criticismn cannôt bo botter de-

fined than thé .-expression of honest thouglit. Journalistie
çriticism, ». thêe(oxe just as ri&tuira ad nocessary as jour-
lialisnî jt.self. Its *duty, tbeoretically, is to reflèct 'that so-
ca1led.pubIic*oç,Pni*on.of whicz Jour'nalism is the ogn
But flic jconstirixént -mombers oft the great and glorious
public ieàunot-leayen be than.k&l-r-each of 'themn record
bis opinjonî, n the- joùrnals of the4da«. Space, spelling and
o.ther 'obstacles forbid. The impossible task therefore
devolves. upon the critic-least fortunate of mortals-of
çxpress ing the wideiy divergent idla fti cnlmrt

Y eas ofti rnlmr

F INALLY, brethren, there is a critic who dQgs flot write
in papers, but who is none the less worthyýf you r con-

tempt. He sits behind you at the theatre or next you in
the street car; you meet him at the dance, or aia. è forced
into his society at thé summer resort. Be the .subject dis-
cussed sonnet or sermon, singer or scenery, hie can tell you
of soinething better,- be can pick a flaw. Hé is the great
unipleased, the everlastingly ,cynical. -Do yodultlow him?
In. the name of our common bumanty, snub* hiM.

One IEuüided Dollars In prlzes.-See pa@e 9.-

JT for this reason representative criticism, or criticism
ISSUED EVERY' SÂTUR»D&Y, whicb attempts to reflec. public opinion, long since fell

EY TEE into disuse, and the. era of personal criticism dawned.

SUN PUBLISHING Co MANY The critic no longer tells what the public think,-even if bie
Tewpe~ ~sâys hoe does, he doesn't-he tells what he thinks,and that

SBut the.-.giegt. trouble is that he very rarely, tells
wby he tbinks- or iwhat business lie has to think at ail.

Singeluertion, ADVERISING ATES: ence the array.,of *chafges. which the cricso ric
J$ n lino

On Mnt For nerios, Q
3 ??~? &2.0 bring '-eiainst hii oemdldbrains, marriage

S'neeMnh(TireaIstos> - 6 41 "4 's prospects, aidflyohe things-but nover a-logical pro-
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SUBSCRITPTIOÜN R4TiS': .. 'cess--are alleged to-be resp*onsitile for his thoughts.
On.Y.a. S.ooSixMonths, Ssa;Thrte-Moiithe, Sit.25; One ot,4 Cs ,1

SîgoCopies, îo cents;~ payabli ln a&vance, postage froc._ tii*. of vaîid cri'ticism are those two occa.

VOL. L1 MONTREAL, MYi.1890. No. .9 -yetwihcommoiifs-knowledge and hon-
esty.j- Anyoine whiopossesses these bas the right tocrîticise.

RITICISM ~~~ ~itou ofçm crtc la ee omo vr.sne ieng a *critic niay say is as impotent as
ITI Mo assumed abe fr..o n evç .sic.e J0 iinpudehti. It-is prob4bly truthfully cbarged that

flrst critic asuûe nintellectial -fo*anddorried rnyo rrbcrnrtispsesbut a srnall afiount of
his eyeglasses. We hear a very great.deal -of ht in those either. B.i t ii- copdemâng them it must flot be forgotten
days. Members -of the fault-finding pdeso..nSl t that there:p Ae -a very large number who' are abundantly
branches share alike the interestirig invectives. of those who nd ed with both, and-.whose service to literature, art,
forget that in critîcising critics tbey constitute . hemselvesmucaidtedmas fheeygetet Anth
critics. The book reviewer who reviews without reading, inrn rdsootcii elydo eylti am
or reviews the author instead of the book; the art critic He is one 'of the'nuiqances'of the age ; that is the worst
who lauds at the rate of a dollar a line a painting by athtanbsadohi.Hsctcssartotaspet
ivealtby but worthless artist, or attempts to display bis t eefcie
wit.dom by a description-composed largely of adjectives* * *

and- nonsense-of a niaster's niasterpiece too great to be A GOOD deal bas be.en beard in Mon treal lately about
grasped by his. pocket-bound imagination; tbe dramatic A the injuri 'ous influence of a certain musical, critic, whose
connoisseur whose praise of the- play cornes fr *om bis adora- blood-curdling donuinciations are said to miake people un-
tion of the leadirg lady, or whose scathing denuinciations are wîuling tg undertake any musical effort. We think music
due to the poor location of the seats assignod hlm; and the in Montreal will survive long after the gratuitous âd-vertise-
musical. critic wbo is pleased with nothing but himself, or ment of the critic afbresaid has eeased. If every line ho
denou4ces a musia oit oas ews' pone writes displays bis ignorance of music,. manner" and En g-
its 'conductor,,; these and inany more like theni are held up îish, and bis fealty to personal and national' pïejudice,
to the public gaze so frequently, that rnany people are sensible people will only latugh at bhis'sneers, and wonder
tempted.,to beliçve that none others exist, that honest criti- tiiat a reputable newspaper. ïh6uld print his verbal meander-
cisrn bas coased 'to be. derings. And of course if it' be otherwise-it wiIl be

* * *otherwise.


