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word I have said, by my own affi-
davit, supported by that of Dr. Orton,
and corroboratéd by the testimony of
others, who were present at the termina-
tion of this episode ;.and, indéed, I may
say of the whole No. W. F., every member
of which was aware at the time that a
retreat had been ordered and actually
commenced, though all may not then have
been cognizant of the reason why it was
countermanded. It indeed seems strange
to me that Sir Fredl Middleton shouid
hiave committed such an egregious error,
as to have deliberately peunned such an
egotistical and fallacious statement us
that contained on page 384 of the United
Service Magazine for Januvary, 1894, Ts
it possible that his memory is failing so
fast that he has already forgotten the
fact that the very matter to which I have
here taken exception, was the subject of
both official and newspaper correspond-
ence, in the spring of 1886, the latter
being between Dr. Orton and some of the
General”s inepired and expectant friends;
and that it was finally settled, both
privateiy and officially in favor of the
former?  Or does he imagine that be-
cause, whilst ocenpying the high position
of Major General commanding the mili-
tin of Canada, he was permitted, through
the ruies of wilitary discipline and cti-
quette, the privileges of making incor-
rect statements, and garbled reports, un-
challenged, he will «till be accorded the
sume license of speech and pen, and im-
munity from contradiction, now, when
appearing in the role of an historian,
and egotistical auto-biographer combin-
¢d? Or, bas he forgotten that he no
longer 'wields the baton in Canada ? [
think I bave now sail all that is neces-
sary, for the vindication of myself and
others, from the charge of ineapacity, or
cowardice—which you will—laid at our
door by Gen. Sir Fred. Middieton, who
will hear no more from me, until he either
disputes the truth of any of thestate-
ments contained in this letter (of which
I shall, of course, seud him a copy) or
makes some other libellons accusation—
for his own aggrandisement or otherwise
-—agaiost, or to the disparagement of my-
«elf, or any of my brave Canadian bro-
thers-in-arms, with whom I hail the honor
of serving in this my adopted home.

L —_—

Sir Fred. Middleton’s Suppression
ot Rebellion in the North-West
Territories of Canada, 1885.

Continued

Most, if not all, of my senior officers
were of opinion that we were not strong
cnough and ought to retire to our jast
camp and await reinforcements. 1 dif-
fered from them. I considered, though 1
would have been glad of a few wore men,
that we were strong cnough as we were,
ad a few dayw’ delay before actually
forcing the enemy™s position would only
render our men more fit and anxious for
it, and we could afford to expend moro
smmuition than the encmy. Moreover,
even if reinforcements were foun:d to be
uccessary, we could await them more ad-
vantageously where we were, for T felt

certain that should we retire weshouid
be followed up, and our retirement might
chance to become a rout. Even if we
fell back ynmolested, the fact of our re-
tiring at all would be made the most of
all over the Northwest Territories, and
a general rising would probably take
place. So I determined to hold on at
all hazards where we were, even to keep-
ing with us the wounded, whom I at one
time thought of sending back. At the

same time I thought it wise to prepare -

for possibilitics, and I wrote orders to
be sent by telegraph from IIumboldt to
close up the troops on our lines of com-
munication, so as to be at hand if re-
quired. I also wrote a dispatch to the
Minister of Militia on the state of affairs,
avbich I determined to send by Lord Me!-
gund. He wns naturally averse to leave
me, as I was to lose him at such a mo-
nment; but I expluined to him my ren-
sons for wishing it, and he departed that
afternoion on the understanding that 1
was to telegraph to him at Winnfipeg if
matters became worse, and he was then
to return with any trbops he might find
there. I sent back Mrv. Secretan with
Bouiton nnd his scouts to strike onr camp
and bring everything up to us. This was
done very quickiy and & zareba was form-
ed with the waggons on a picce of open
zround about a yuarter of n inile back
from the church.  Towards evening the
troops were gradually withdrawn, some
of the enemy following them up until
checked by a heavy fire from the zureba.
A few of them kept up a desultory loug-
rnugu: Tire for a short time, killing two
horses amd wounding one man in the zar-
cba.  As darkness fell all firing ceased.
We were a little anxious about the
steamer as we tould hear no whistling,
and to let them know on board that we
had not retired we went up a rocket.
which, by-the-way, nearly cauwsed a
stampede among our horses.  The force
had belmved well, the officers setting a
good cxample by their coolness, Van
Straubenzie and his brigade major,Young
being always to the froant,and Melgund,
Haig, and Freer being of the greatest use
to me.  Piquets were posted and a trench
made round the zareba.  No tents -were
pitched except for the woungded, as all
the homses were inkicle, and exept for a
little rain the weather waw fine. The men
iay down, with their arms, along the
four sides of the zareba after a lasty
supper.  Our casuaities for the day were
two men killed and ten wpunded, inelud-
ing  at’ptain Mason, JOth Grenndiers.
Next morning, the 10th of May. we were
under arms at dawn, but all was quiet,
and after an early breakfast I moved nut
part of the infantry ; but we were not
uble to take up our positions of yester-
day. as the encwy was in greater ioree,
and now held the high ground in iront of
the church.  Some of them, apparentiy
Tudians from their cries, had taken post
at the ewd of & point o) luud below the
cemetery, to answer which we had to send
& party down tu the edge of the river.
The infantry were placed in as advanced
positipus as possibic to engage the new
positions taken up by the enemy. Doring
the day A Battery had :ome practise at
some honses on the opposite bank. an.

the two guns of the Winnipeg Battery
shelled the cemetery ahd eome rifle-pits.
A body of mounted men, 50 ‘in number,
called the land surveyor's scouts, under
the commapd of Captain Dennis, joined
us that afternoon—a most useful, able
body of well-mounted fnen, all more or
less surveyors by profession—and did
right good service. That afternoon we
comstructe:dl, out of sight of the enemy,
some trewrhes and isolated pits which
would enfilade their usual advance when
t,ln;y followel our men up in the even-
ing.  Just before that time I places
some men in these pits and trenches arm-
el with Martini-Henrys. When the ad-
vanced parties withdvew they were fol-
loweld as usual by theenemy, who were
speedily driven back by this unexpected
fiank  fire.  After enemy had rvetired,
two shots—evidently long range, unaim-
ed shots—struck the camp, one killing a
lorse, the other, oldly enough, striking
a waggon on which way my looking-glass
amd before which I was shaving, after
which all was quiet for the night. . Qur
casuaities were oue killed and five wound-
ed. ’ . : |

Having heard that there was a large
piece of open prairic to the northeast of
Batoche, T kent out during the day Cup-
tnin French with some scouts to ascer-
tain if sueh was the case.  On his return
hie reportel that it was so, amd I resolved
to make a stromg mounted reconnpis-
sauce mext «day in thot dircction, with
. view to prepuring for our final at-
tuck, for avhich I saw ‘our men were get-
ting nearty fit, the retircment this even-
ing having been much steasdier, and our
casuaities for the day less.

The uext morning, the 11th of May,
having wscen  the jnfuntry under Van
Straubenzee take up their position nnd
*open the ball,” Istarted off with Bol-
ton and his scouts and the gatling to re-
connvitre the prairie ground said to be
to the novth of the village. As we were
leaving we met @ purty carrying on a
streteher one of the Roman Catholic
priests, who had been wounded in the
thigh by a shot frem the rebels fired
into the house where he was sitting. The
poor man bore the pain with great cour-
age and patience.  He was sent offl to
Sasketoon and, I am glad to say, event-
uiily quire recovered under Dr. Roddick's
trcutment.  Instead of taking the re-
gular teail, T wade a  detour through
the wool, which was iuelined to Dbe
mar<hy. for I thought it possible the
enemy might have defences on the trail.
We soon came out on the plain, which
appearced nearly two miles long and some
thousanl yards broad, with n slight ridge
down the centre.  We soon saw men mov-
ing about near the eldge of the woods on
the river wile of the plain, and a few
shots were fired at us. 1 advanced the
gatiing to the ridge,.supported by some
dismounted scouts, and soon drew a smart
fire from them. We conid scewith onr
our giasses that the enemy had o serics
of rifie-pits all along the edge of those
wonds, and numbers of them were run-
uing up between the wools aund disap-
pearing into the pit«.  Evilvently they
were prepared for an attack in this di-
vection,  Leaving the gatling in action



