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The formation of a roster foi garrison artille.y batteries was en-
trusted] to a special cenîmittee appointed for the purpose.

The comniittee wvas authorized at their discretion to purchase im-
Iprove-d sights for rifled ordniance.

The committee of selection -,vas empowered to nmake suel idues
aînd reglilations as it nîiglit detni expedient regurding the. personal
qualifications necesqary to election tu the Shoel;tiiyniess teani, and to
reject candidates disqualified by these regulations.

711E AYXXUAL L EI>Oil' OF TIIlE MI1L171.1 DEPARIMI'JU .

Col. Parlet is to be congratulated on the admirable shape in wvhich
as Deptity à4inister lie presents this year's report, which we at lengtli
find ie anîd space to, notice briefly, and hie is aiso te b. cernpliniented on
the conciseness and brevity of bis own report te, the Minister,,%viiich intio-
cluces the volume andi enumerates the resuits of the departnîent's work
Up to the close of the year. Frorn this we learn that the doings of the
field force wvili be, subnîitted in separate forin, that thcre was an unex-
pended balance (omitting cents) of $187,500 ini the vote for 1884-5,
caused by the transference of part of the pay for drill te the Nrh
west account, also a balance of $3,020 in the departrnental salarieRq;
the total expenditure beiag $1,003,610, to partly offset which there is
an income of $18,944 froni rents of properties and sales of stores.
Attention is called to the nocessity for developing the engineer and
cavalry branches, and it is showvn that from tie six schools 231 certifi-
cates have been îssued, leaving 109 candidates still attencling the schools,
or plucked. In the allusion te the cartridge factory ne Word is said
as te the quality of the 1)0wder conîplained of Iast 3'ear, iior as te the
Iloings of the ammninition commission. We flnd that on the 3Oth
June, '85, there were 550 îrîi]itia, pensioners wvho receiveçi $23,216,
but this nunibeir is rapidly dirninishiîîg in consequ.îîce cf tie tuer-
tâlity anîongst the veteratis cf 181 2-15, thpir number havIing, fallen
from 464 to 328 between' July ani December. It iq interesting te
note that there are thre3 cenitelarians on the list, tqid twvo meil 83
years eld. llow these could have catriied pensionîs at the tender âge

cfnine years wvi1l probably puzzle the average observer.
Going on te Sir Frederiçk Mid.dleton's report wie find iL more

lengthy, aîîd, ais is natural, it gces more into details. It praises the
Roytl Military Collego, and suggests enilargeinents a nd imiprovements.
Hie aise, recornmeîîds rnany changes with a view cf invreasing the elii-
ciency cf the cu.valrv sch6ol, cf whiclt, in commoit, with aIl tue school.
corps, lie speaks iii, the bighiest termq. incidentally lie rather snubs
the Gatlings l.w recoînmending, tlîat they be turned over te, the infantî'y
corps, aîid by statitig that their effect in the North-west Nvas chiefly
morsi. The gencral. thinks the timo bias cornte te increase tie strength
of the infantry sehool corps se that threy would form a strong
reginient wlhen brouglît together, and a(lvocates for theni Martinis,
modern eqtîipmients, more rifle practice, and precedence, for their officoîs
as weli as pref erence te R. M. C. graduates in appeintments. After
some hints for -the improvernent cf sumimer camps lie criticises the
present equipiiient in very p)lain terms, but ne more strengly than the
occasion warrants, and ini some general remarks advocates the reduec-
tien cf the for-ce te sucli a peint that ail could be drilled annually se as
te he available ameonat other things for Imperial service; aise the
extension cf time for camp, the adoption cf Martinis f'-r the force ani
the stricter regulation cf rifle and artillery as-.ociations. In this con-
nection Sir Frederick makes a remark that wiii doubtiess be prornptly
challen;ed, wlîcn lie says, reforring, te firing at nîoving targets, that a

mnan witli a gooJ oye ami a steady hand and nerve, wvlo lias,
perliaps, never fireci a shot, wvill pick it Up nearly as quickly as the
uther, who lias beexi undeî'goiîig an expensive traiinfg, wliicli i*oe
uscless at the time of need." To obtain -qualifiéd musketry instructors
lie wotild have two or tlîree officers sent te Hytiîe for a course, who
in turn couid coach otier officers here, and lie advocates paid adjutant8
fer city regirnents.

The reports cf tîte several D. A. «'s. foiiow, showing the numbor
of men in tiacir respective districts, the number who drillod, details cf
the several camps, &c., and ecdi of these wiil be cf great loCal interest
iii the district covcred by it. The inspection reports cf the severai
corps that perfornied drillitare presetted in tabuilar f or, from whicli
wc gleain tliat tlue Prince of Waldes' Rifles 'witli a figure of menit of
29-84, emitting the Blith Battalion's figure of 70-52 eut cf a p)ossile
80, arrived at by someý ingenieuis aritlinitic, is the best shooting regi.-
ment, and No. 1 cf the 13Lh, witIî tho wenderfully high figure cf 44-26,
the best shooting company in the Dominion.

Next corne reports cf Rrtillery inspection, showing the field batteries
te, be efficient with eue exception, while with one or twe exceptions tho
garrison batteries are in an tinsatisfactory state, partaking sontowliat cf

the nature cf ponirly diîilied itlfattymc)n.' The tables show tlîat the
Montrù'ai Batterv, Lieut. Col. Stevenson, witlî 308-4 marks is the ntioqt
efficient fieid baitery, and No. 2 eof the P. B. 1. brigade, Capt. Mloore,.
with I108 marks tic best garrisen battery for the year.

Major Itaban reports at lengtlî on the engincer CO-.ps, giving Cai jt.
Maodougali the higliest prioise for the state in which lie lias the dhiar-
lottetowîî Co. He advocates an increase cf the for-ce, wvhich siiould be.
put on a botter footing as te, rank cf olficers, equipmenta, &c.

The reports of tie several sehouls cf instruction shew titat tIiey
are doing, gOod work, and there wvere granted duriuig the year t.wo
e:lîgiîier- ceititicates, tven ty.eich t catvai ry, filtty-th mec artîl lery and oe.e
litîndred and fitty iiifantry certificates.

The R. M. C. report givesi the restilts of' the June exarniinatioii.(
an~d the nan ies of cadets ani graduittes wliîo receiverl Imperial,
comimissions, as àiltRoay reported in cur coltininq, and1 Col. l-ewett
niake a few inodest suggesticaus for tie iiprevent cf tie college at
a nioderate cest.

The Director of' Stores reports a large exces.* iii issues of clethiliû ilk
consequetice of the Nortlî-test andtiti anti trotinces what wilI
be gratefu'à te ail patriotic seuls, that ail unaterials, are now satisfactorily
iiiatitfactiuu'ed in Canladit. The Nou'th-wesu stores witi bo reported on
separately, but we n»îv say in advance titat Col. Maicpher'son's brandi
perfornmec adrnirably the work demanded front it l'y tue exigencies of
the case, and iniiî')iedl confidence lu his systein cf issue. There were
issiied 350,059 mounids cf bail, and ).77,290 rounds cf hlank, smlail-artit
animunition, foi' practice duî'ing the yeaî', while 59-5,S-18 rounds of'
Snider bail, 39,4.;6 r'ounîds cf Martini-Henry, 15<) rounds cf Colts',
revolver, and 1,0100 rouinds cf Siiider lank wvere sold, foir $10,9 13.34.
.Nearly 8 tons cf powder and 6,307 frîetioîi-tuîbes werc aldio issutd to
the îrtilIei'y foi' practice and saintes.

The architect's report shows the repairs inade fo the several
De>aîtinetau pî'operties.

MiiLjor Pi évost reports tie cart.î'idge factory at, Quebec in good
ordeî'r and capable etofuî>lî~ aiy )'u>bcdemnîai'. le lias mîade
seýveral1 ifpi'ovemients iii the tîîachinery, and advocates fittitit te, the-
pirescrit machines the neeessarv parts fori' aking, MNartitii alti intinitioîî,

whiei cold 2 dole t a ami) expense. Sottie tests andi experi-
iiieîîts ar'e aise deteiiled.

The report conc]iideýs w -itli the iii uhuia list, correcte(] te I st
Jallua.:, on wvhiclh %e havu~e altready reakdat soniue Ietigtl. \Va
pr*opose iiia.ki- fardiier refereuîce te te r'eport as occasion îna arise.

TH'îE TiA RGE T.

ANNNVAL OETN F THE MANITOBA PROVINCIAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION.

The auiu al getîcral meeting wvas held on the 16ûh, Lieut.-Col MacKcand iii the
chair. Therle was a vcry large attendance, iiearly co iiuîîtdrcd bciîîg prc.scnt.

Tfli animtal report iras adoptcd. it rcvicwcd the procediuigs cf the association
duringr the year, and showed a most satîsfactory condition of its affairs. The anal
mieetinîg iu August was a success, and a surplus of $300 rcmaiuîed on hiatd. Thei
counicil cxpressed regret at the loss of Scdley Blanchard and Lieut. Swiitfotd. At
the prize meeting niîany complaints wcere expressed on acceutit cf the unlservicoable
character cf the amînunition 1îurchased froni the Goverinett. Appreciatioîî of te
services of Major Boswell as seniior rangc officer, aîîd Sergt.-Manjor Watsoal as super.
intendent cf the îaarkixîg, was cxprcssed. A reduction cf cxpcndituro iras notcd.
ivith pîcasure. The incoming couiteil arc urgcd te obtaiiu anl increascd grant frein
the Dominion and Provincial goversiuients. Thei report cnncnts severely oit the
inadcquacy cf the Govcrnmcîît allowancc cf anutiiition, aîîd urges ait inecase frein
"0 rounds te 100.

The auditor's report and seetaîy-tu'casurer's statemetit w-ere adojitcd.
Tue folcwing officers iverc clected: Patron, lion. D. A. Smuithi; vice patrouns,

lon. Jolin Norquay, Mayor Wesbrook and C. J. Brydges; president, Commissiolcu.
Wriglcy; ist vice president, Major Bcdsoit; 211d vice presidetît, M1ajor Boswcli. The
ciction cf secetary-treasurer was postponed. Thc foilowing couiicil were clcctcd
Mcssrs. Balfour, Mitchell, Clarko Cates, Clementi-Suiith, Scrgt. McBane, Ruttati,
Sitelton, Wastie, Bruce, Dr. Clarke aîid Ciif Murray. Lt.-Cols. Scott and McDoil-
aid were appointcd represctitatives te the Dominion Association for 1886. eri
Grabura aîîd Ptolemy wvere rc.appointed auditors.

Moved by Color-Scrgt. Mitcell, sccoîîdcd hy Capt. Graiburii, tliat it is tho(,
opinion cf tic M.I. A. nît tii, tieir animai mieeting, that iii vicw cf tuc filet cf thec
Mtartini-Heitry bciuîg the only rifle noiv used by theý vohiiitters cf Great Biitain thtat
it is advisablc to enicourage the, use cf that weapoii more largcly iii Catiada, and thuat
the motion bc sent te tue D.B.A. as ait expressioni cf our opinion.

Moved by Major Cittea, sccoxîdcd by Capt. Kennedy, tîaz iii the opinion cf ta.
ineeting the uise cf sigitiuîg shots sluould ho discoîutiîîued.

Sonte general tusines3 iras traîîsaetctl, iliecludiîig the pas'iîig cf a vote cf thialiîk<
te Col. NlacKeatid, raid the mncetiîîg adjourticd.-aittoban.

G. G. F. G.--àt a meetinîg cf the officers cf the Governior Gvecrnl's Foo.t
Guardm, hîeld on Moîutlay oveiiing last, Major Macphuerson iii the chair, itwas dccided
te commence the atînual, drill. on Monday tue 6tiu April, aîud te drill coîutinuoussly
utitil the 24tu May, ivlcn the regimett wouild ho inspectedl. A commnittc iras aiso
appointed te assiat the cemmandiîtg ornicer it makiug the nccssary arranîgemenits fnr
a trip to Kingstonî. We have ne dottht titat the corps ivili rellect credit on Lte
capital oui iLs visit toe i iiiecstotîo City.
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