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Quebec

A S I think yours readears bave nlot heard froin Old Quebec for sometime, I venture
to give eou a few pointers about "the boys."

The 9th Voltigeurs turned out in fuli force last Thursday for the c. o.'s parade.
The reg*ment lôoked exceedngly weil, and the steadiness of their drill was much
adniire.7 The D. A. G. and several officers of the other city corps were present in
mufti, and as usuai the fair sex lent an additionai charnitote proceedings by their
presence. During the evening Mr. Chas. Thibandeau, late oJ the' Quebec Field
Battery, presented a gold medal to one of, the privates of No. 4 Co., as a prize in one
of the late shooting competitions, and after drill the event was ceiebrated by the comn-
pany in a convivial Rathering of the most pleasant kind.The Sth Royal Rifles, though rather short of men, and very short of officers,
manages to keep up its old reputation for smartness and efficiently. They gre iooking
forward to having a field day on the îoth, but if the present weather continues they
will have. no other than fields of 1"the beautiful. "

The Q. 0. C. Hussars and the Quebec Field Battery, are beginning to stir with
the adqent of spring, like the bear at tbe citadel. Hlowever the bear found out he had
corne out too soon and had to go back to bis hole in the snow. I hope this wiii flot
bappen to our dashing mounted men.

Here is something that will interest "Linch-Pin -
How is it that in the Army List (or Jonuary, '88, we flnd in the Colonial Militia,

the iist of the Canadian Militia corrected to the 14th Noveniber, r883! Is it any-
body's business at headquarters te keep the home authorities posted on that point?
and if so, cou Id it neot be done every year? 1 notice that the other colonies are brought
down toeî886 or 1887. X POUND)SR.

The Militia Pastime.

WITII your permission, Mr. Editor, which I shall take for granted until you sup.
press nme, I propop to occupy some space in your coiuînns week hy week. My hobby
is rifle shootîng, and it bas become pretty fully developed with the approach of season-
able weather.

I will first give a lift te your simultaneous rifle match idea, whicb does flot appear
te have been received with much cnthusiasm, one having te search in vair, througb
your issues of the past few weeks for the suggestions, endcrsation or comment which
you invited. Now, in India, wbere they have these things regularly, 1 believe the
General Commanding interests himself in thern. 1 have by me an address of Gencral
Roberts in this connection, in which hie expressed bis sense of the vital importance of
accurate shooting, and held it to be the bounden duty of officers to encourage to their
utmost rifle shooting among soldiers and volunteers. Experience in carnpaigns, hie
said, showed the great resuits achieved by a handfut of men expert with the rifle, but
it remained to be seen what could be effected if a brigade or division or a wbole army
corps were composed of crack shots. If hie ev'er commanded an army in the field
again, bie sbould select those regiments who were not mierely well dritted, but who had
shown at a*musketry range that they could shoot well. The Generai can find lots or
gond shooting stuff to chQose from in India, juding from the scores made at this sîmul.
taneous match about wbich I started to write, andl which was fired laý;t fail. The rifle used
niust bave been the Martini. Each teani consisted of t0 men, and the conditions %yere
-seven rounds a man at 200, Soo and 9oo yards. The 2ndl Warwickshire won with
gi8 points, Simila made 888, and the South AWales Borderers at Tounghoo madle 847, the
Scotisb Borderers at Meerut 8o5, and gth Dragoon Guards at Mhlow 787. Higbcst
possible score, ,050.

THE more matches there are between cihies, associations or regiments, the greater
will be the public interest in the sport, and the wider will open the public purse in aid
of its development. just ancy what a boom will be given to rifle shooting were there are
great weekly contests, as in lacrosse, cricket and other sports. Why, ail the young et.
iows wouid be kushing to join the volunteers, and the sleepy musketry instructors
would possibly wake up to a realization of the fact that their duties embrace more
than to look grand on review day. Foresalling this possibility I will give here a few
hints from an experienced musketry instructor on the met hods of t rainiing recruits. Ile
says: "The best method of teaching a beginner te shoot, after lbe bas been well instruct-
ed in "«preliminary practice" and aiming drill, is tolet himi firea few rounds ofordinary
ball cartridge into a sand banik, placing bum at about 25 or 30 yards distance from it,
making bum use the three recognized "1military positions," carefully scrutinîzing ev'ery
act as to the relative positions or fore-finger and trigger, check and butt, eye and sights
etc., and when satisfied that the man iscapableof letting of bis rifle without "funking,"
thon be may be safety taken to the regutation firing point and commence bis ciassing.
The utmost watchfulness on the part of the instructor is still necessary te see that the
rifle is not accidentally fired in consequence of the inger being plaçed premnaturely. on
the trigger, and te instantly stop the man should be show the leasNendency to "funk"
bis shot. This is easily noticedi> for wben a man is nervous and is going to snatch at
the trigger and "bob" the muzzle down, a peculiar twitcbing of the race occurs, whicb
a practiced eye notices directly. By a fittie care, hundreds of bad ricochets would be
prevented, and the safety of ranges ensured. Accidentai shots shots are seldon i fred.
Ninety-nine per cent. of the miscbievous ones and those that lead to ranges being
closect are ricochets." Ail the musketry instructors I ever saw at camnp or cîty cîas
firing seemed te consider that they occupied on the range the position of tasknîasters
to make sure that the recruit in disposng of bis ammunition did not bit anything
wbich would suifer damage from the buliet.

To their discredit be it said, very few ofour non-commissioned oficers know enough
about the rifle to ho of the slightest assistance to a musketry instructor who, having a
proper conception of bis duties, finds bimsclf unabte to fulfil theni atone in the allottc<l
time. The reason is not farto seek. I know of no corps where a mn hî as to pass a
practical examination in rifle sbooting in order teohotaîn bis stripes. He gets bis pro-
motion perhaps because ho is a good fellow sociaily, or if there is any examlination it
is only on the drillhook, a parroe like repetition of whicb is too often looked upon as
the great desideratum. It thus happens that the non-commissioned officcrs, the
natural leaders of the men, bave no interest wbatever in rifle sbooting, and general
apathy results. If I ran a corps and could by any mneans raise the ammunition 1
wouid have hal the drills do ne on the rifle range in place of in the driilshed. In
England a volunteer nmust be able to attain a certain standardl in shooting teobc entitlcd
te Government pay.

SPEAKING iecently at H-yde in this connection, Sir Henry Dale was outspoken in
deciaring that eacb man Who became a marksman was distinctly a poin~t of derence for
bis country. A hundred marksmen, lie considered, couid hold out agaînst ait
army. To his mind there was no nobler patriotisnî than that sbown by tl*
volunteers or EnZiand, men foltowing ait sorts of occupations, earning their bread by
the sweat of their brow, giving Up rime lor the greater security of England, for they
formed a great insurance society, a society which preservpd this country in peace and
honour. Nothing had donc greatergood fer England than the formation of the votunteers.
During the twenty.elght ysars wbich they bad existed many men had passed through
the mi l, and there was not one of theni, howeVer old he inight be, who bad rot feit
that the habits of diicipline and regu!arity wbich volunteers cutivated bad done him
great good.

TuE NM-Ari>iE.

Militia General Orders (NO. 7), of 2oth April, M88.

No. .- RE.ul.ATIONS AND 'ORI)ERS FOR TFHE MILIrEA, 1887.
Organiaio- omimissionis and Prootiois.--Tbe following is added as sub-

section (2) tu paragraph 8î, Regulations and Otders for the Militia, 1887-
"(2) It is to be understood that Artillery and Engineer Certifirates will qualify

or appointments or promotions in the Intantry.
7'ranspor-Tbe fotlowing is added as sub-sectîon (2) of paragraph 6o8 of the

Regulations and Orders, 1887 :
"(2) If the journey is to be made over m~ore than one line of raiiway or public

conveyance, a separate requisition wiIl be issued fur the transport required over each
independent line. This is necessary in order to facilitate settiements, and prevent con-
fusion in the accounts to be rendered by each company.
NO. 2.-PERMAMENT CORPS.

Tr-ave//iing- alllowanucs on jo. i i:. -Ofllcers appointedl after the ist of April,
1 888, to a commissio n in one of the permanent corps, wili be ailowect transport and
subsistence en route froni their homes on joining, provided the distance is over 200
miles, or froni the place whiere tbey are when their appointments are madle, if the cost
is not more. The journey when ronîmenced must be continuecl witbout unnecessary
dctay. No aiiowance wiit be made for distances under 200 miles.

Each married officer wilt also ke allowed transport and subsistence en route for
his wife and children, providect they proceed witb bum, and the distance is over 200
miles.

Officers wilI only be entitled to free carniage or such furniture and baggage as the
transport conipany. carnies frce of charge with the passenger. Neither transport non
sutsistence will be ailowed for servants.

No.- 3.-AcTiVE Mîî.ITJA.

2nd Regt. Cav.-No. 6 Troop.-To be captain, Lieut. Alex. Servos, R.S.C.,
vice Brown resigned.

'Regt. Canadian Art.-To be quarter-master, froni gtb Aprii, 1888, with
honoý.ry rank of captain: Edwand Patlmer (formieriy Paymaster Prince Edward
Island Provisional Brigade of Garrison Artitlery), vice White.

Quartermaster Palnmer bas been detailed for duty with 11C" Batteny.
Co. Mounted Infantry, Winnipeg.-To be lieut., froin 6th Aprit, 1888:

Archibald Cameron Macdonetl, Graduate Royal Militany College.
Winnipeg Field Bat.-Lieut. A. G. Ross resigns.
ist Big. Gai. At-To be majors: Capt. W. A. Garrison, R. S.A., vice Mow.

bray, pronîoted. Captaimi H. A. Boggs, R.S.A.
To he cat)tains: Lieut. F. W Panker, R.S.A., vice Ganrison, promote<l. 2nd

Lieut. W. J. Stewart, R.S.A., vice Boggs, promoted.
To be lieutenants: 2nd Lieut. J. S. Dimock, R.S.A., vice Maxwell, promoted.

2nd Lieut. C. R. Reynolds, R.S.A., vice IParker, promoted.
2nd Lieut. James Donovan resigns.
2nd Batt.-To be 2nd lieuts., prov., Prîvate Thomas Miilner Harrison, vice

Mfercer, pronioted.
Private Thomas Denton Denwent Liwyd, vice Johnson, promoted.

3rd Batt.-Lieut. and A<jt. Duncan Macpherson, R.M.C., to have the rank or
captain.

5th Batt.-To he 2nd tieut., prov., John Stephen Ibbot.on, vice W. L. S. Jack-
son, wvho resigns.

«th Batt.-To be 2nd lieut., prov., Albert Knight Sborey, vice Chambers, piro-
moted.

7th Batt. - No. 6 Co. -.To le 211(l lieUt. prov., Cotour-Sergeant Alfredl Coi-
clougb O'Brien, vice Ctegborn, resigned.

12th Batt.-No. 8 Co.-To be 2nd licut,, pnov., Sydney Barrington Eliiot, vice
Williamson, resigned.

i3th Batt.-To be captain, Lieut. S. C. MNewburn, V.B., vice J. C. Gillespie
who retires with rank of lieutenant.

z6th Batt.-To be major, Capt. M. D. Strachan, M. S., froni the rnjutancy, vice
W. H. Orchard who retires retaining rank.

22nd Batt.-No. 7 Co.-To he captain, Lieut. W. F. Van Buskirk, R.M.C.,
vice Thos. Stcddar, left 1iniit,.

To be 2nd lient., pros., Scrgcant Charles Adtophe Beaupré, vice William Gray,
ieft Iimiits.

24th Batt.-Lieut. andl AdjI. J. B. Rankin, M.S., to have the rank of eaptain,
fron 1 3tf Aprit, 1888. To be major, Catit. J. B. RinkinS, froinithe adjutancy,
vice ilown retired.

32nd Batt.-No. i Co.-Te be lient., prov., 1liarry Smith, vice T. I. Thonison,
left limits.

No. 2 Co.-To lx! 2nd lient., prv. John Ilanold Ruettel, vice R. F. Robertson,
who resigns.

35th Batt. -No. 5 Co.-To be 2nd lieut., pnov., Bugler Charles Franklin Ward,
vice J. F. I)eane, who resigns.

3gth Batt.-No. 2 Co.-To be lient., pros., Private Thonmas Robert Atkinson,
G. NI. Clircrs, wvhn resigns.


