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Rabies in Canada, or, more correctly speaking, in Ontario, has
rccently become of sueli pronounced dissemination throughout the
western part of flie Province as to eall for conjoint action on flie
part of flic federal and provincial autlioritics.

Wrifing witli a good degree of authority, and, from bis position,
with an unusual knowlcdgc of the subjcct. Mr. Charlcs I1. Higgins,
]3.S., D.V.S., pathologist to the Dcpartment of Agriculfurc, Ottawa,
,gives a concise bistory of Rabies in Canada in the January issue
ýof the Montreal Medical Journal.

Aithougli oceasionally observed in flic Dominion, there bas neyer
been up to the present tinie any pronoiînced ontbreak. Prior to
1899, Niagara Falls and its viem ity recorded ouitbreaks ; and 1w-
twccn that date and 1905, 1)r. Iliggins stafes no jnatc ýiaJ sent ti
bis laboratory gave namistakahie evidence of flic presence of the
disease.

A case of a man beingc bitten by a wolf in 1904, reported from
Victoria, B.C., eontraeting hydrophobia, is not conisidcrcd an
authentie one iîy Dr. Iliggins.

Outbreak-, have been reportcd from time to timc in flic Niagara
Peninsula since 1905, traeed generally f0 dogs across the river.

In MHanitoba an iiuulylong incubation pcriod of ninefy-
tlircc days bas heeii repoiied in a, liorse, but flic usual incubation
pcriod is froin fourteen to fwenty-five days.

The stafemnu iu Dr. Iliggins' paper, fbat "'fli Pasteur treat-
ment is furnished fo jîhysieians in tbe Ujnited States by flic Publie
Ilealtlî aud Marine Hlospital- Service,'' is an inferesfing one f0

Ontario pbysieiaus in view of fli, fact fliat flic 'scare'' in this
Province bas been s;o acufe as to drive pracfically evcryone biffen by
a dog() to New York for frcatmcnt.

If will lic crincnfly saiisfactory fa flic medical profession in
Ontario that flic Government of flic Province lias takien flic matter
up, and thaf bercaffer there will bie no necegsity for anyone to
scurry off fo New Yorkç as soon as biffen liy a dog, even aifbougli if
is ''fcarcd*' fliat parficular dog bas rabies.

When compiilsory vaccination is souglit fa be set aside by
a blli at flic instance of a privafe member in flic Ontario Legis-
lature, flic subjeet of smallpox loomns Up intercstingly large.

From flic Publie Health Reports of tlie United States we ex-
tract a few items in connection wifh flic extent of smallpox in fliat
,country, and cspccially Gcrmany, wbere vaccination and re-vac-
,cination arc compulsory.

In flic United States, iii 1907, flicre were 17,220 cases of small-


