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significance under certain circumnstances is its absence, for often
it does flot imply under suchi circumstances the absence of lesion.
(a) It.is wvanting, of course, "Nvhen there is no inukle, or perihaps
very littie, to undergo spasm. Hence in atrophied abdominal
-walls, as occur in wornen fromi overdistension, -suioh spasrn -rmay
mot occur. In a case of perforating ga-stric tilcer w~itlî onccoming
peritonitis, operated o11 by iKeen, within six hours of perfora-
tion, nîo spasmi or resistance w~as detecteci. Similar cases of such
ýcharacter have occurred in cholecystitis, wvhen often for similar
reasons-miural atrophy-the muscle spasmi is wanting. (b)
It clisappears with thie onset of toxemnia, andcihence a, rapiclly les-
sening resistance wvith the sligh-ltest evidence of advancing tox-
-emia, as inclicated by the expression, the tongue, the pulse-rate,
the miental condition, even thoughyl the teml)erature falls, is of
.grave significance. It miay be found that the leukocytes *do not
juicrease, but ayeven fall to a moderate height, as 9,000 to
I2,000 or even less, as we also find in grave pneumnococcus in-
fections, when a moderate leukopenia mnay be present.

Tcnidern CSS of Cuttan colts Surface. Hyperaigcsia.-Hilton,
H-ead, Mfacke-nzie. and others have repeatedly calleci attention to
alterations of cutaneous scnsibility in the distribuitioni of spinal
nerves relatecl to affected organs within the bodly. Sherren*
bas called renewed attention to this cutanieous hyperalgesia,
elicited by gentie -friction or pinchîngy of the skin or by the hiead
of a pin or somne blunt instrument. That such hyperalgesia may
exist is weil known, but tlie point I wish to mlakce is, if it exists
andi thrn chsappears, as may also spasmn and pain, the change iq
of ilI omien unless ail other sym-ptomis subside. The absence of,
or rather the disappearance of hyperalg' esia means the occurrence
of gangrene or perhaps perforation.

PAIN IN THIE ABDOMEN DUE TO GENERAL CONDITIO'NS.

TIhe Iiitoxicatios.-I shaîl pass over that due to lead-poison-
ing, only venturino- to rein force the warningy of janewvay, and
spealc of abdominal pain due to uremia. The French authors
have loing' siîîce called attention to this symiptom, andl many years
ago I macle a verbal communication to the West Philaclphia
Medical Society on it. I had seen it, as had likewise flic Frenchi
observers, iii or prececling- flic uremic convulsions of puerperal
iiephritis. Iu the instances under my observation, the pain xvas
in the epigastriumi andi both hyperohondria. Only recently I

*"'On the Occurrence and Significance of Cutaneous Hyperalgesia in
Appendicitis," James Sherren, F.R.C.S. Eng., Lancet, September i9th, i903.
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