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SUSTICAR AND MERCY ;

OR,

ALL

THAE FPRABT OV FALLG WS,

CHAPTER XIX.

Practical proofs of whether ktlora allowed re-
ligion to bave anjy effect un ber conduct to her
fellow creatures and the fulfithnent of her daty
to God, was to be afforded sooner than herss!l
or the proud zealot, Mrs, Somers, were either
of them were aware of, und, ere long, that pha.
risnical dame was obliged to owu the unwelcome
truth, that, shocked as she had been at Miss
Douglas’s obstinacy in refusing to own that she
was one of the viest of snwers, and ber want
of bumuity 12 boldly declaring thal she would
pever pray to be despised, she was, nevertheless,
a very good person, as the world goes, ay, and
rather better thaa the rest of the world, proud
lady ! if you would tut owa the whole truth ;—
for, witheut sup work ol superecogalion betog
performed, or austere fusts, or acts of peaance,
or long hours givea to prayer and nedalztion,
our Flora jet masuaged to a1l ber neighbor and
give to God (s dfue, without any of it wmaud
lin, pharisatcal pretence wich we so often meet
wih in the self-righreous persons We enesuuter
in our path through life.

To little Alice she had Dbeeome tendarly at-
tached ; there was a depth of feeling 1o the beart
of this neglecied child, winch aeeded onty to be
awskened to vender it suseepuble of (ke finest.
emotions ; aud, 33 may be supposed, ber ntep-
mother’s tronmg was fur from likeiy to eradicate
any favlts which might bave occurred in the for
mer trawicg of a child whove disposition and
character were natursliy proud acd seasitive j—
and, when stung to ike quick by usmerited re-
proot, when severely corrected for some ehildish
failing, snstead of resolvivg W0 do better for 1he
future, it wot unfrequendy happened that the
‘spirit of oppasition was raced, and, fur from be-
.ing cheeked or awed by her stepmothera autbo-
rity, she inwardiy deiermined not even to try to
amend the eztnor faihogs for which she was so
severely chastsed,

Ou ope baight sultry sunmer’s day, fong after
the returs of the fuady to Linudon, the poor
child, tor sotue triwial funlt towards her elder
balt-sister, bad been, as usual, p'tmlshed with se-
verity, aud seul £o bed Without either tea or 2t
per, and nad wept herselF Lo sleep i _Elara’:i
angs.  Giauly, tudeed, would our bereiee have
deprived berset? of her own comforiable meal §
but tue ordess of e stepmother wera toa stniey,
and ste kept, mdeed; 1oo sharp a tack-out {ur
them L0 be evadad j and, with a deep feeling ol
piiy for the pour e girl, she covld andy afford
her sywmparny aud advics, 2nd do her begt to
pudo, io ber private wiercourse with ber, the Wk
effecis of tue stepmoiber’s uujusifiable Dareh-
ness.

During tha night the ehild awole, complained
of thirst and healy aho Gl sickuessy and, to her
great slar, fora foucd thal gue was i a figh
fuver. Hueo lirst cary tn (he mornmy wWas to zc-
quaint Mrs. Somers with the e gul’s cond:-
tio, Who treated 1t tigntly, told Flora she fright-
ened hseseli unnenessanly aboul the chutd; whom
ghe was doing ver best o spoil 5 aud ar fzagih
promused her hat sl di oot miend dur-
ing the day, she woatt seod for sdvice by

Iz hte
n'])..ciug the whole day Flora kept wateh by
the hitle sufiveer’s pedsile, who, with ner fever-
oty waud locked © ber owa, pratiled awvay with
the simpuutty of vhldnood of whal she called
old trutes, when wamma lived j and ths gpoke
of the urovat of her stepmuihier ato the bouse

bold. .

¢ [ had mever seen wmy stepmother but twice

before waanu's death. Sne had bees a wilow

some tinie Defure mmma kuew her, but [ cun
remanber oue | wan g, wasl she hid been duad

-aboat four mouths, 1 uad goue iato the parlor,

‘and was crywg over g uew bouk she bad given

me tihe day belore her death, wien my faiber
entered, my stepinother leaning on his aro, and
advancig (o me, he said s :

¢ Alice, tins ludy 1s my wife, and you must
call her wmother, ant obey and fove her as

h.

!ul: Pechupsy continuzd _Alice., ‘ I did not pleace
her by wy looks, for [ fett as if my beart would
burst when L thought of mg owu dear dead mo-

" ther j bat £ remenber Eeried 1o smle through
my. tears, aud gard | wauld, do” alf I could to
pleas hvrj Oats st g the bools out of my

- bawt, she uarsly uuqmrul it &1 was tllal. nousgnve
T had been crymg over?  Adumg, * I so, s
Dust bot vceur agam. [ avswered ¢ Yes” 1t
Wap One of the swnes i Madame de Gauliy?
¢ Pales of-the Castle? 1 Bad beeu readiog, and

“to wy sarprise she impediately suid Lo sy tu-

Cther— .

s Arthue, T xhall take tiis book away from her.,

I pever cnoose .10 let young people Fead sny

work of fi:tioh tisl. smoves tuew 0 tears, 'Lul
ithem wiep vvor thieir faulls—not over 1magiancy

[y

¢riala.” I felt, Miss Douglas? continued Alice,
¢ aptf oy beertl would break when she took away
try dear mother’s gift; but a few days later I
was in the garden, and had gatbered a bowuguet as
ustal, intending to go aud throw the flowers on
mamma’s grave, beside which I wen® to pray al-
wost dwly, I bad just poiled three or four moss
roses, and was adding them to my nosegay, when
my uarm wag rudely thrust askde, and I was 2o-
grily acked what I meant by darmg to pull the
fiswers without asking permission ?* I staggered,
Miss Douglus, abinost stunoed by the blow I re-
ceived as she spoke, apd I replied, ¢ I was dong
no harm ; I was taking the flowers to fay on dear
mamiza’s grave, as [ bad atways dose swnee ber
deatk ; and wmy father keaw that [ had done so.
My slepmotber then pulied me to ber, told me
it Was mece sentimental ponsense to do anythung
of the sort: that it was folly to faney I bonored
the remains of my wother by throwing flowers
oa ber grave; auding, sternly, *Now never re.
peat tins sort of thng ayain. Ifear 1 shell
have hard weork, Alice, iu getting such romantic
tragh out of esur head ; youe poor toclish mothier
was letling you grow up very proud and very ro-
wantic, but you wmust be zuided by e iu ali
things, Re-ad no more works of imagination,
and beeome loss romaditie, and we shall be avie
to tell gour faiber presencly that you have be-
coinz gune a humble, dovde elnld,’ I made wo
answer, Miss Dosgias, for T po-inwely fearediny
stepmotber 3 but, as I turaed awsy, 1 lowardiy
cesulved that [ would sever become humble 1
her fashicn ; nod as to readizg wo.ks of saegina-
tion, I huve the ¥ Evenings at [lome, anid Miw
Edgeworths works, and s, Barvauld’s, ell 1w
a sby corper which she lisg vever found out—ay,
and * Rebinson Crusoe’s and ¢ Tules of the Graiy’
as well 5 aad I take them to bed and read thew
before € get up every mormny, s5d hide them be-
fore I leave my room.”

¢ And your morning prayers, Alice, dear—
what of thew ? [ hope they are not forgotten,’
gawd Flora, scarcely able to repress a smile at the
fitle givl's enumeration of the books which
shie bad hid so carefully from her stepinother.

¢ No, wndeed,’ replied Alice ; ¢ every moraiag,
directly I awske, L jumnp out of bed,and, kovel
tug down, say my prayers, as my dear motber
always toid e to do 3 then I rend, but alwaye
lay ey books amde before Jemima, or even you,
Miss Douglas, have eatered iy room.’

¢ Ao wiy bave you hid them from me? .
guired Elora.

e naivete of the apswer amused our be-
cowe in no seall degrae, as, looking archly wp,
Ahce replied—

¢ I feared you mught tlink «f your duty fe tell
my stepmotier, wud I could not i7e witkout my
bucis 3 het vow—’

¢ Well, what of the present 7 anked Flora j—
she could not divine the expression which Altce’s
fearures then wore,

There was a pase of a few moments,  Alce
seemed as f she slrove to gather strength to
speske 3 thea & dark shadaw seemed o puss orer
that sl elnldish countenance 5 the lips woved,
but wo gound was uttered; for a moment she
forgot, s it were, the presence of lee onl
earthly firend ;3 then fhe cloud clrared away. the
tips parted o a pleasant sanle, the hnke Rugers
geasped the band of Frora mare clsely, and che
warmured 1 a low whisper the worda—

«J mind notiung aovwr, because [ ghalt die
soon, and be with my own dear mathor agap.’

o rally the etild, Flora (elt was impossibie;
Bo sympton of approaciuny dissofniion was lo
be seen, ~till the cutid gave utlerance to those
words with as utter an sbseace of fear, and
seciaingly as conserous of fier approaehing dooia
ug a person three times ber ape meght be sup.
posed to be oo fechng the band of dezth upon
bim,

Arain the litile hat fingers twisted thea
selves around those of Flurs, sad uow sdg wmue-
tured— '

¢1 feel very ill; but when I get worse, and
die, will sou promise me, dear Miss Duuglas,
that it shali be 1o your arms /—then £ swall die
so happily . -

¢ |f 1t should please Grod to take you to him-
oIt so early, Atce, 1 promse you that Il
oot leave you,” replied Flora: ©but there &3 @0
reason [0 fear tnal aoyliisy particular ts the
matcer with you.’

An incredulous plance was hes ooly answer,
and at thal wmoment the ducior, whom Mrs.
Somers had uowilliagly seut for, was aowoue-
ced.

s There ts nothing of any conseqience the
water, I ain sure, Me. Selwyn, exclamed Mes,
Somers 3 ¢ but M Donglas was 50 very snich
slaraied, that at lest I comented to rend for
you.? : __ .
- o the evident surprise of Mr+. Somers, no
ghswer was retmped, aml wilh a somewhat prave
_«-x;ores:-iou of cougledaice, the worthy grentieman
gave s orders, and, when leaving {he sick roum
requested Flora to accompany huge
- .« Byt you  will: come back .dwectly, will you

ant, dear Miss Douglas P’ exclaimed Alice j—
¢ you will not forget thy promise you have made
me.’

¢I wil be back i a few minutes, love, and
stay by you tll you are better, replied Flora,
kissing the ciuld as she spoke, perfectly licedless
of the sans and gvident anooyance of Mr. Sel.
wyn. Following both Brs. Somers and Flora
to the dining-ronm, his first words were address-
cd to the lalter, Lo whom be said,—

¢ Upon no account, Kliss Douglas, must you
again enter the sick-room: this poor chid 1s
seized with smallpox, and L fear, [rom the present
state of the symplems, that the case way prove a
bad one.’

¢ Smullpox I’ ejaculated the. femzle TLartufe
and the two rosy young ladies in one breath.—
¢ Hcavens ! isit possible smalipos 15 in the bouse ¥
tue young ludies adding,* Mamma, we must leave
kome directly. I vow L could never bold upmy
heud sgain, were wy face marked with that ter-
rible disease.’

* Curtaivly, my loves, you must both leave im-
madhately, and I mus! wite aond  tell jour fuber

what s the matter with that ualorivaate chid; a ¢

aurse must be provided for her at once, 1 must
net haz.od my owa life znd health by gomng mue
that sick-room at all’?

« Poos ciuld ! poor caild f® said the worthy doc-
tor, with a decp sighy ¢ 1 will look eut & eurse
for hey, Mrs, Sumers, for she must be well and
caretully «itented ; and even then I will niot ag-
swer for fier hie.?

Tiora rose fron ber oaf, 2ad ndvancing to the
doctor, she said, ¢ B, Selwyn, [ am very fond of
this poor child, and bave prawised her that Ewill
stey with her Gl shé recovers
cennot leave her.

e, Selwpn siared w some surprise ab the
shzht elegant voung woman who addressed him,
as if be lhought she herself meeded care; and
it might be, oo, with a fear lest those lovely fea:
tures, and the beauty of toe complexion of her
who epoke, should be married by sttecdance on
the hetle sufferer, that he replied— -

¢ But indeed you must not, Miss Douglas; this
poor child wili sooa s:arcely know who walches
by ker if, as I fear, the complamt iy very severe
s attack,  You must beware ; your owa hife
may pay Lhe pesalty, or f vot your hife, your
countenance may bear the ravages of this dreay-
ful waludy)

¢ ] mn i the hands of God,sir)! eslaly repited
Fiora. *{ am quite weman caougb to feei such
a resoll as that to which your words point; ame-
verilielesy, [ ecannoi resoive o lrave Llins poor
child, perbaps to div in the srmsof a strasger ;1
will be Ler purse,’

Toe doctor surveyed wihk admiration the re-
treating form of the beautiiel sud heroic young
womat 3 an she spoke, the Tariofe, keenly feb
the wiie repeoach conveyen i the wlnost con-
teinprugey sinife with which lie bade adieu to
tier daugliters 3 but she wade 69 ebservation ex-
cypl -~
. v Mise Poughie is & very sringe youry wo-
an, very heruie, sud capable ol genercus ac-
tions, 88 you now see s for Eaw @ great discern-
rrof characier, and have lou seen ihis, and
woudeied, 10w, fhat there can be 20 much that i
Bright and worthy of adunestwn 1o ohe wWho
13 really very proud apd belds vecy pecuhar op-
nions.’

» bliss Douglas isan angel, madam, and an or-
uaitent o ber wex,) rephed the doctar; ' T oniy
greve thai tee fine gualities of ter wcble bear
are leading ber o throw  away the personal gifts
with which she is 5o Jurgely endowed, or pechaps
even her lite itseif,? he added, as ba strode haugh
t.ly out of the room.’

CHAPTBR XIX.

At leagth tha dreadiul i daiy which had seiz-
ed upan Alice, approached the ersis.  No oue
but Flora was wih ber ; she oever left the
reom—her food being lelt at the door. The
young ladies had left the house, as we have al
ready eaid 3 the Tartufe remamned, ndeed, w
comphance with the wishes of her busband, bui
took special care that not even the servaat who
was commistioued to attend at Flora’s deor, as
the bour for each meal approached, shouvld be
adwmitted to her presence.

'The dicezse was of the most virvlent nsture ;
at lepgth Abce became blind 5 stl the fevered
hand was beid out to grasp that of Flora, nud
no complaint, no mormur escaped ber lips winlst
ber frrend sat patientty by. :

But one day Mr. Setwyn entered, and foun:
Flora lookwg more langwid than' usuwat; the
child, too, was ‘evideatly near the end of ber
mortal rareer 5 and taking the fevered band of
Flora swiikun tis awn, the good doctor sail, _

¢ You ueed rest and quietyyou ere yoursell
becommg Ul o

¢« The phinf ehild heard the wards, and clasp-
g lwr wasted bands togetner, she exclaimed:

* Luave me, dear Miss D owglus ; bow setfish
bave | been to keep you heee.

¢ No, dearesi, be still, and say that short’
prayer to.our Lady which I tought’ you yester-

3 dapger or not 1
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day,’ replied Flora : ¢ she will soon be your mo-
ther, for you are now gamg to your eierpal
home.’

¢ And when there, oh, how I will pray for you
who have never lelt me through this fearful ill-
ress! DBut papa, where is he 7 is he too afraud
to sve his cluld before she dies?

¢ [e has not been able to leave bis business,
love ; he has been nway several days,” replied
[Mlora, unwillng 1o owa the truth, that even
the father feared to enter that infectious room.

Me. Selwyn went away that evemag fully
aware thal the shadow of death was now flitling
over that seamed, scarred fuce, and conscious
too that the bemutful and amumble I'lora would,
ere many bours had elapsed, be hkewise suffeiog
uader the malady.

The sun had set, and the moon bad risen n
all its splendor ; it was a lovely Avgust night,
and through the parted eurtams of the window,
Flora could see 1t saiiing digh in the heavens
atmdst countless myriads ot siars, whilst beyoud
the tsll tops of trees which skiwted the beath
(for the family resided at Hampstead) mgit be
secq waving to and fro i the pight breeze, 11
w4s a night without a shade or cloud fo shroud
one of the starry host, or the smallest flower of
earth, and tne ghmmer of the wax taper was
fuintly discernible in the long line of silvery ra-
diecce which flooded the roow, All io the house
wus as hushied aad still as 1f desth reigned in
every apa:timent, and unperceptibly a sense of
awe ttole over the matarafly strong wind of
Flora, *Yet, why fear ¥ she said to berself;
* the angel of deatn 1s spreading his wings over
an iopecent chitd,  Would that all death-beds
were ke unte bers P

Suddenly a deep stgh burst forth, and the vie-
lent convulsion wiich seized the frame of the
child shook the bed whereon she iay.

< {Tush " whispered Alice, when that strong
coavulsion had passed away; ¢it seems lo e
tbat 1 liear mawma’s voice calling me, and such
bright spirts keem standing around me that 1
neve oo fear.,) Then she muwrmured, ¢ God vrill
! protect and bless you, my own dear second mo-
ther, for such you have been to me,’ and now re-
peated the words, ¢ Jesus and DMary lelp me 10
this y agony.

Fiora arose, snd guided the hand o 13 effort
to inuke the sign of the cross; wt was the last
act of expirieg nature 3 the breaih grew famter,
and the filn gathered sull more tinekly over the
glaz:d eye, and the angel of death claimed for
lis own the soul of a chidd taken, o BHeaven’s
owy taercy, frun the tyraney of these who should
bave loved ber.  Oue low sigh again broke ou
thal unearthiy silevce, and the golden fillet which
hound 3o immortal soul to vis earthly, tabernache,
was burst asuader, and the spint returaed to
Huni who gave .

With veverest care Fiora withdrew the
with which sbe bad sepperted the echld, 2ad
rung the bell for a woman who was to be in tha
heuse to aswst Flora when all waw over.—
Speedily did thiey perform the lost sal duifes,
and then Flova requested the nurse to 2ccoin-
pany ber o tier own roam, and Belp her to un-
dress, The symploms ksl precede the com-
plamt had, she already knew, comacnced ; yet,
with tue forntude of a couragecus woman, nhe
would nol reli quish her charge unti alf wax
over, ‘Then, telung the womau thut she should
e smply cowpensated for any troublu she myht
oceitsion ker, she offeved up Lier prayers to God,
preluding them with @ fervent act of resynation
w s eser-adorable will,

When Nr. Selwyn entered the house in the
wornmg, he tosnd i1, 23 he truly surmised, the
abude toih of death aad sickpsss, and ne trem-
pied o8 be behedd the beastiu! Flora stroggling
woder ths wost fearfil malady 5 yet he had
nopes—1or fis experienced  judgment detected
favorable symplows, which did wot exist in the
cuse of Atice. ¢ But stil the face,’ thought the
worthy mae, ¢ that beautilul face, will for ever
uave lost uts cliarm I

Tenderly as a fond father did he wateh over
her, carclully noting every slternation 1w the
complaint Gl the crisis had passed 5 and then,
with real joy depicied i s noble countenunca,
he one morning whispered lo her the words,—

« You are out of danger, most herowc and no-
ble of women ; we shall yet, with Gud’s blessiog
sate you.

Flora could not speak, but only rouded her
ibanks, sod pressed more warmly the haud  of
the good doctor in taken of her gratitude,

The orxt vidi, she bad regain-d her sight,
and eould spesk her thanks for lus rare; bul
the worthy man could ot repress the mnisture’
which sprang to lus eyes as he looked upan Lhat
altered, disfigurml countecance. -

A few moruings later she nat up,arrayed io a
loose dressing gown, when he eniered ; and re-
turmng Wil warmih the affectionate pressure of
e hand, shie exclanoed— ) _ )

¢ Doctor L am u very weak, mperfeet cres-
tare, aud am almost ashawed 1o tell you for,

arm
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my recovery, [ bave prayed very sarnestly this
moraing.’

¢ Nay, dear Alws Douglas” replied Mr.
Selwyun, ¢ you bave beeu so good, so much su—
perior lo your sex in general, that I am sure you
will bave o cause lur coolusien at any avowal
you aay choagse to malke.’ '

¢ I speak the truth,) replied Flora; ¢I have
not yet summoned courage to a<k for a look-
ling-glass : tell me, my dear sir, am [ much al-
| tered.

¢Not as much as I feared you would be ; yet
I way not disguise the truth. Great will be
your reward, dear Bliss Douglas, for your roble
coniluct ; but’~-he Leutated—‘do net, I pray
you, mpke me aooouace unpleavant udings;
imagine the very worst, and then let curse bring
you the glass, .

Flora covered ber Bands for a few moments ;
the doctor saw tbe eyes closed, ard the lips
moved as 1a prayer; then she steadily surveyed
iier wofully atiered countenance in the glass the
aurse held out to her.

¢ Take it away, nvrse !’ she said, afier a mo-
ment’s pause ; ‘itisnow a plan old face, but
God’s will be done.] '

She sighed.  NMr. Selwya thought it wou,”
be nawral had she wepl, Al poor Eiora; she
thought at that mement of Sir Godlrey, and (he
wresk of oll ber bopes; yet, like  true-hearied
woman, she duid not repeat of what she [ad
done.

CHAVTER XX

¢ Steadily, though slowly, poor Flora regained
her health aud steength, and even Mrs, Somers
could not withhold her meed of admiration at
the perfect forgetfuloess of self which marked
her character; and yet—sirange perversity of
the human beart—she always protested, when
tlie company of her friends, that she could pot
understand bow so prowd a3 person ae Miss
Douglas could be so good, adding, ¢ Poor thing &
I puy her when 1 think of what she was—so
reuily beautiful —and see what she wow is ; ker
tace so seamed and searred, all out of love for
i that unfortunate waywardlittle Allee, who would
huve been a sad tral to me bad ste tived)

Alas ! this wretcked worldly womian, whe
thought berself eo good, did not took below the
surface of thinge, and could not sec that Flora
was ectuated by apy higher atelive than mere
numan aflzction.

Cold-hearted anil selfish as the whole family
ceslly were, they were cot so alterly lost to 2
sense of what was really just and proper as not
to give Flora a really warm mvitution to make
ther house hec bome uwoll she chould have
thoroughly recoversd her bealh und strength,
a4 also tilt she bad beurd of a situaton; and,
moreover, resily (realed lter 25 one of ch-meelves.
Ou one fiue autumn eveang i bappened that Mr.
Somers did pot refurn home alone, bur was accom-
panted by a geatleman, the tones of whose voice
siruck on Flora’s ear us strangely fomihar; yet,
when the stranger eafered the dmiug-room, she
wag at a loss to tell when er where she hud seen
ttm till introduced to her oy the name of Mac-
donald, she recoguiz-d the blufl old peatleman
who had rebuged Miss Jeraima for the ducour-
teous way that younyg lady had spalien of herself
when en the deck of the steamer on thewr wap o
Pars,

The ald gentleman rubbed his eyes as thomgh
fie did not see clearly 5 the figure, »o stender yet so
gracefuly, the auburn bBaw, and deep bue - o3
frnged with those dark luskes, were the same, 50
was the vuice; but yet Mws Doglis was go
anhike the Miss Dougl:s who haid so charmed
i, that he coald scarcely believe tte saue be-
ing was before him.

Mr. Somers had, however, spokes in terms of
guutlected admiration of what tie called Frora’s
herow conduct 3 aud ls frend uad uo, by the
wav, forgotten to rally hua as lo the e¢xiraor-
diary wirlues of his wife 2ud siep daughters,
who,it appeared, were right wilhug to teta
strauger carry off the pafin of bermsin, and glad
indeed to depute ber Lo #erve in ‘their place. —
Nervously sensiive, however, and always can~
tious fest he ‘should give pain unuecessirily, the
goud old gentleman eudeavored (0 conceal " the
surprise be felt at the ¢hdugw i Fiora’s sgpear-
anée, and merely congratuluted her oa ligr re-
covery 3 addng that waen she " [eft “tierself- re-
stored 1o health snd strength, he shoald be glad
of she would wisit bumseif wud u rgaiden sister
‘who kept house for bun ‘at’ Cliphim; und that
she might commend bis” serfices i uny 'way'ia
which ttiey could b male neailable, - Flo-a"im-
wedintely -begged (it he ' would remeanher ber
should any ‘of B frieads reqatre 4 governisss;: 1o
wieh te yielded o @ditng +seaf, and suey part=
ed matually pledsed wiin erchiothers v ot

About &’ week had elapsed when, {ate one’ fine
September alternoan, eaeringn droee’ djp' tofthe
geod ol Blinker's ‘ehunimy noise-iv “Lininbard
rreer, ¢ Qae bin D an Cold Tasioued indi s
Archibald Mucdounhd—precise aiid Figular

what, afier &' fervent thunkegiviag to. God; for’
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