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NEW YEAR'S GREETING.
The Old Year's gone with is joys and care.q:

The New Year comes with its bopes and fears:
The shroud in the robe that the Old Year wears:

lu baptismal white the New appears.

We greet our friends with the sincere
wish for a Happy New Year. In the
life of a people a year is but a day; in
the life of an individual a year is a long
and important span. It would seem as
if we were born to live between the
memories of the .past and the hopes of
the future. At tbis solernn hour, when
the last sigh of ithe dying year is fol-
lowed by the firet exclamation of the
new one, we may well pause and, while'
glancing back over events and scenes
that are beyond recall, build up resolu-
tiuns for the mnths that are to coule.

The child has little to remember of
the pat, its span has been short, and its
experiences few. The young, therefore,
merely glance for a second at the dead
year and turn all attention-wilth joy
and promise-to the prospects of the
new born year. It is the opposite with
the aged. They love to dwell longer
upon the fading year, for all their pleas-
ures and trials are read in its featu res;
they have no assurance in the dawning
year, they know not whether it wiIl be
or will not be for them the last. Over
the expanse of the past the aged look;
buti upon the fields of the future the
young now gaze. The former dwell
amongst the ruina of nany a hope; the
latter build castles that may be as un-
substantial as the air. Yet it is a time
of comparative happiness for all. The
old recall faces long vanished, and
" Live orer those times when they.toc. ae gone;"

the young enjoy, in anticipation, the
pleasures, triumphs and comoforts that
they may, or may not, ever taste. The
glance of the older one is like the twi-
light at evening; that o! the younger
one like the firt ushof the dawn.

Speaking for ourseiovs, we have long
sincé passéd that périod whén we

them. Yet while we welone the new
we do not forget the old. Of our sub-
ecribers a few-thnk God, very fe .-
have laiddownour paper for a last time.
li the ranks of our directors there was a
void, and the wing of Death's mssenger
overshadowed the home and toixched the
life-chord of Senator Murphy. May' his
New Year's celebration be one of eternal
rest and glory! On the other hand 1895
saw great changes and improvements in
the good old Catholic organ. Subecribers
have multiplied, advertisers have in-
creased, kindly criticisms have been
nuimerous and friends have beçn gener-
ous.

We have alway ssought to advocate
the best iuterests of the people whose
sentiments we are supposed ta voice. It
is humai to err; noué of us are infal-
lible; therefore, if, in the course of our
fifty-two numbers during 1895, we wrote
or published anything that might have
grated upon the feelings of any of our
reader, we ask then to attribute the
sanie more ta our lack of proper expres.
sion than to our intentions. With the
dawn of 1896 we desire ta shake hands-
actualiy or in spirit at least-with ail
our friends, to snile at the worries of the
past, ta look hopefully into the future.
to atart along the road of the New Year
witit smiiing facé and cantented heart,
a d to feel that our good wishes to al
are reciprocated. It is, therefore, not a
nere formai greeting that we ex tend; in
ail its sincerity andi meaning do we wish
each onc a Happy New Year, the joys
of peace, the realization of hopes, the
boon of iappines, the reward of success,
and the choicest blessings of God. Mav
no shadowJ fai upon the year we con-
msence, and may its close find no vacant
chair in any household.

TEE EPIPHANY.
On Monday next, the sixth of January,

the church celebrates the grand feast of
the Epiphanv. In the far East the Wise
Men beheld a star and they followed
across the deserts. Ih led tentet Jer-
usaient ad ethnce ta Bethlehenm. Ther
they adored the iew boir King of the
Jews. They presented Him with gold,
frankincense and myrrh. This stury
bas been toild vear after year, in se many
beautiful ways, that it is unnecessary for
us ta repeat its details. The Gospel of
the day tells us how these Magi informned
Herod of the object of their journey;
how he made them promise ta return toe
hiim when they had found the Child;
how they paid tribute to the King of
Kings ; and how they linally ruturned
hone by aunother way.

Tie gold that they offered represented
the wveaitlh of this world, which all wise
nsen, all Christians-king or peasant-
should place at the feet of the one fron
.whon it canme. The frankincense may
be isid to indicate sacritice and the
miyrrh to represent suffering. Ait the
sacrifices and sufferings of life-as wieIl
as all tihe successes and good thing-
shiotld lei iffered to Hini as a tribute of
our devotion and as an evidence of our
fai tit.

Each one of us has a star-like that
which guided the Wise Men, it takes the
forms of conscience and it will conduct
is, if we wili but flilow it with perse-
verance, safely to the shrine where the
new horn King of the Jews, the Savior of
nankind, awaits our coming, and will
reward our devotion.

THE DARK WING.

EONTR1L T DETR ~
InD ur last issuewe expressedthe hope

that inourfirst number for 1896 wdwould
havé the pleasure cf uongratulùing-&r
William lingston on a well-deserved
victory. We had confidence in the
good, solid,- common sense of one
section, the patriotianm and dévotion
ef self-interest of another aection,
and ' in the national pride and
independence of spirit in a third
section. We have been partly mistaken
in regard to ome and entirely astray as
far as others are concerned. The prover-
bial conmen sens. of our mercantile
citizens han been conspicuously absent in
the case of a goodly number; principle
and even induatrial interests were im-
molated at the shrine of prejudice; the
patriotism--so loudly heralded on all
sides-of our French Canadian fellow
citizens went down with a crash before
the first assault of partyism,-woraestill,
ingratitude towards the men, who have
rimked their political lives to do justice
to the Catholic minority of Manitoba,
has for a firat time stamnped the action
of these very electors whose vain regrets
will soon be chronicled; and, the best
and grandest opportunity that our Irish-
Catholic fellow citizens have had in long
years to prove to Canada tht they can
estimate their own worth, feel their own
importance, and prove their own claims
to the very highest classof représenta-
tion, bas been allowed to go past and un-
profited by. We have but one consola-
tion, and it is in the fact that we ser-
iousIy doubt that even a. sinail majority
of our peopletassisted in lowering our
standard.

We have now to only hope and trust
that the Government will tiot allow an
ungenerous blow to turn them frorg the
constitutional path theyhave undertaken
to follow, that they will retum good for
evil; grant remedial legislation,
sive the Manitoba minority, and protect
the interests of the electorate of this
City.

THE WAR SCARE.
Half a century ago the Irish. poet

Irwin wrote the magnificent verses on
'The War." He thus open& out:-

At length the great War that the Prophet fore-
toid.

Fromsiis toneocean prison.Around asis hur:d;
The mandate is gien-tise Iighinigaiare rolltd.

Prom tie long gaehered coîds nothe brow of the
World 1

0. visa May deciare iow the nations ehali nie,
When Peace scatterusligit o'er he empait of

dooni?
Vge femas o the future are saapedin the ski«s.

Where the Coueackand Christian.contend in the
glooms:

Rise. lemonns oforoe-weep. Augelsaof!Light-
Our creeent star rolis for a space into night."

Was lie looking down theslope of time
and contemplating the present ? For a
while it seemed to us as if such were the
case. The horrible events that have
reddened the plains and nionntains of Ar-
menia, awakened the powers of Europe
-frons their long torpor, and, forgetting for
a time their international differences,
they appeared to concentrate their ener-
gies in the names o! civulization and
Clristianity, upon that phantom of Em-
pire call by the world the Turkish Domin-
ion. They nenaced, wrote notes to the
Porte, interchanged diplomatic courtes-
ies, ordered warships to advance and re-
tire, and finally allowed the Cloud to roll
pat and thesky of the East to remain red
with thé fuait ofinhuman massacre. The
hour for the war had not yet rung out;
and Peace had spread ber wings again
over the agitated continent.

At that very moment a bombastic pro-
nouncement by the President of the grcat
Anerican Republic sent their Eagle

trusted to the New Year to bring, what
never comes to man, entire an' com- Sitnce New Year's Day 1895 the dark screaring ant sfa
piét happirss. Like Richard Dalton wing of tlie universal destroyer bas perds an tie susasî
pieteappssshadowed the world. In his passage the yond the ocean theI

spirit did not omittohoverover ourcity ed, wagged and las
We have learned rude leoons ainci then. n almost certain, me
ln life's disenchanted hall; and brood there for a longer time thanupon the results; w

Wehave ecanned the motives andwaYaofmen. we would have wished. There are huit-
And a skeleton grina through all." dreds of families, to whnse fireside the set the n.aneyed plu

Neither have we reached that stage TRUE VrrWITss comes weekly, that note it dawned upon ci

when the narrow strip of our possible this vyar the vacant seat and miss the ofthe te grea
future is like the last glinmmering of the well-remensbered features of some dear .i tiséEnglish spe
departing day upon the Western horizon. one. In glancing over our files, for the sides of the Atlanti

We behold grand prospects, bright hopes, past yenr, we have been particularly ini regniating peace ar

greater happiness in the year to come pressed with the great nmnber o obitu dthé tiudrso amtedi
We know that, guided by the sadder ex ary notices we were calledt pon to write. shunight o aniéd
periences of the la year, we have op. It is a mrsournfiI task that of recording 'd roveas ha;
portunities of improving during te next thé deats of frien s and well-wisere. plnt hisvtonhE
twelve months. Consequently, while No matter how one strive toenteria nto the praving ibis ta tie
the seacon is naturally suggestive of sad sentiments of those who survive the de.
reflections, the birth of a new year parted, it is ever a difficult duty to ex. A NEW
bringe equally to ail grand hopes. To press, in cold words, the real feelings o! the bet
the Catholic, who looks back and counts that we can fully appreciate, but never Catholic papers i
the great number of the friends whom adequately convey. bavé hemeopar ir
he geeted on New Year's day 1895, and ~ •have heretofore co
h gretcdaon dh v Y fmre day 18a5 afr m We hope sincerely tbat during the cielphia: one is the
who to-day have passe for ai lime ma year we commence the numbër of such the other the Catho
thé scène, thère shouldi came a doter- articles willi be exceedingly small. They the former was e(
mination aif spending lte year 1896 as 1f léend a mselanchsoly linge tos thé page and \Voi! ad lise lit
it w o lbe his last une. Thus lhe will l llLeil inet'tepg n olff, and heit
il wer ta hé oi, lest une Thue hé vil they form sad keepsakes that can never ingersoll, the Rev
be certain titat, no malter twhal comes, repair the losses sustained. We trust learn that these tw
in oap sensewt leat it wiil hé for im a that our pen may bemore frequently en- are now to b conso
truly Happy New Year. gaged in the glad composition ofi mar- lication, called The

During 1895 some very important riage congratulations and of announcing Time. Il ia expe
eventa have taken place in the great the advent of little strangers. The bright forces in one grand
world. Many leadingmenin thepheres winged spirit or contentrnent ia also ubi- Catholic reading v
of the Church, of the State,of commerce, quitous ; we pray that it may make an will be unsurpassed
of literature and of science have paid abiding place of this city during the The official ai.
the last and inevitable penalty. Great year we are beginning. Our young people change contains th
crimes bave been committed-may the we need and cannot afford to allow them "To realize Ibis
anows of New Year bury the recollection to leave us; our oider friends we require .mnars illghave1
of themi Great and noble. deeds have to encourage us -and to continue in set. capital and an a
been performed-may theti sun of New ting before us the examples of their use- They wili aiso he

éar ill mine them that the future may ful lives, and we do ot wish to part with officia approval ar
nlot.allow them to pas from sightt -them.. Therefore, we trust that the Dark aur Mont Rv. Ar

- névipaper vili seri
As far as THE TnEit WrNEss aiscon.. Wing will not shadow our sky' again the puIblication of t

- .ined the year 1895 carried off sveeral as it hasitoo often during 1895. May 1896 the diocese."

ied anedood friends, whileitbrought hé free from all sorrow an.d misfortunes We désire to co

nd generous ones co repacefor each and all ofOur reader agement te exprès

pping his wings to.
it of the Capitol; be-
Lion crouched, growl-
ted bis tail ; war was
n spectlated already
hen a financial pania
ngers in a frenzy, and
vilization, for a frst
commercial interests
eaking race, on both
c, have more to do in
nd war titan have all
navy or the batallioin-
men. J isbetter it

hse message of Presi-
s done one good in
world.

PAPER.
and niost ably edited
n the United States
nie to us from Phila-
e Catholie Standard,
lic Tinies. For years
dited by the late Dr.
ttr b' ithe slayer of

. Dr. Laismbert. We
wo powerfuil weeklies

1896 is with us !
*,0

A Happy New Year to aIl!
*,e

MAY this year bring peace, happines,
plenty and auccess tO al!

WE trust that the cares and sorrows
that were crowded into 1895 will be buri-
ed with the Oid Year, and that they may
not reappear during the twelve monthe
to come.

,*

WmnLE thé Attorney-General of Min-
nesota is deciding that the use of the
Lord's Prayer in schoole is unconstitu-
tional, the A. P. A. crowd tries to show
that such a constitution is not a Godless
one.

*

THE American Federation of Labor
ador.ted a resolution opposing the use of
street cars for carrying mails. What
about the hands employed in the build-
idg of the mail-cars and the men who
run them ?

**

THE Christmas numbers of the Mich-
igan Catholic, the Catholic Columbian,
and our own Canadian contemporary,
the Catholic Register, are most elegant.
May they long flourish to supply aimilar
numbers for years ta come.

*0

PARTICULARY do we tender our greet-
ing to all our friends, subscribers, adver.
tisers, patrons, encouragers and well-
wishere. We have much ta be grateful
for during the year just gone; we trust
t have the seme thing to, say when the
close of 1896 is at hand.

***

SIun Aufrusa dHRaRishascommencd a
névi opéra, and han éngaged thé gréaI
Irish tenor, Joseph O'Mara, for the first
production of the work. Irish talent is
universally recognized; but particularly
in the realm of music is it expected that
a son of the "Land of Song" should
triumph.

FATHEa Datiu.'s mbrother has gone to
Molokai; and Father Conrady, who has
been eight years among the leper, will
berelieved. It is said that the number
of these unfortunate and stricken people
increases. Many of them flee tu the
mountains so as natto be sent to the
colony.

*0*

Poon JOHN KNox is getting hard slaps
from the Lotdon Atheneurn. Il says ithat
he was not only worse than a churl but
that he " was a coward and a murderer."
Mr. HoraceBrown bas written a biogra-
phy of Knox and it will immortalize
Brown. He can claim rank for all time
ta come with Baron Munchausen.

* *

Tiia Pittsburgh Catholic tellsof a Pro-
testant minister who lately received the
confession of a penitent criminal, and
then handed himi over to the authorities,
and the paper adds that "li the history
of the Catholic Church no such case can
be cited " We night add never was it
known that even a pervertéd priest vio-
lated the secrecy of the confessional.

ON all sides we heard the sad remark
that a great humiliation had corne to
Montreal on lat Friday. It is true, but
there is one exception. On Sir Williani
Hingston none of that humiliation falls.
He stands.to-day amidst the wreck o!
principles, like Marius of old amongst
the ruins ofCarthage, grander in his de-
feat than ever in the hour of greatest
triumph.

WE have ta congratulate the Revue
Nationale upon its magnifßcent Christ-
mas number for 1895. Itis full ofehoice
literature, flne tories, elegant verse, tnd
admirable contributions. It is highnly
illustrated and contains theportraits of
its eminent contributors as well as of
mmn of our most prominent men and
women in Ibis Province. Each anec
shouîld havé a copy' of it. -

*

lidated into-one pub- s
Omîholia Standard aiud INsein ftoalyatwekf
Cadtisa ndard adur various advrticers e omitted to
ted that this uion if mention that all orders left for engraving
journal will give the R e le pnt eeettd inworld an organ that nia>' be relied upon ta hé execumte lnu
on Ibis continent. short space and in ncet skilful ad art-

SonLs cnint. istie, stylé by A. T. Wiley & Co. Maria-nour.cemaent of the ga. .ret, ntialenam a 1 lese words: grains, crests, imiias, edaes ; ai
hese ord:kinds o! patterns matched; suait are

higi expectation the s pecialities wit the firm. Before coi-
beihind themn ample.

bundance of energy. pleting Nev Year's purchases it would
encouragd by the be advisable to cali at either 1803 Notre

d thisébet vishes Of Daine or 2341-St. Catherine Street.
rchbishop, vihoîsi lthe
ve as the Medium for
he officiai notices of SEPARATE schoola are amongst the

"Institutions'! that the French. " ILan-
nîcy to the new.ma- guage1 and Laws "protect, and.that, in
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1, 1896.

bon in Cork iii 1795; educated for the
priesthood ; gave up study on account
of ill health; entered Trinity College in
1820; in 1823 became an assistant in Dr.
Maginn's echoot in Cork; in 1829 became
tutor in an Irish gentleman's family ;
went to Lisbon with hie patron and died
tliere on the 19th September, 1829--in
his 34th year. le was one of the swect-
est pote yof Ireland, and wrote much for
"llackwood' aMagazine.".1

- .,. .'f.NJT<. :,w.trtcrr,
.. 

. . . . .
.. a:

for th suòceus of the enterprise. If ever
there were need of real solid Catholic
journalism, it is at this moment. The
press of the world has gone mad with
sensationalism ; men no longer read, nor
study, nor think; newpapers have be-
come budgets of small news items, set
off by a certain amount of catchy head-
ings and exciting hollowness. If books
are to be left en the shelves, if serious
reading is to be relegated to the past, a
leut let us have good and aubstantial
Catholic journals to ma keup for the lackl
of thought in this electric age!

EDITORIAL NOTES.

fellow-citisens thé preservation of that1
language and of those laws. Still thesei
same people vote against remedial legis-1
lation when' it is guaranteed to them.
On the twenty-fourth'of June next the
patriotic ') will deliver speeches about
"Nos Institutions, notre Langue et nos1
Lois," after having voted against the
firat, betrayed thesecond and paved the
way for the abolitionof the third. Splen-1
did consaistency.

*

A NEW addition to Irish literature is a
play which deals with the joys and sor
rows of Irish life. It is from the pen of!
Mise Loftus Tottenhama, eldest daughter
of the late Irih menber of Parliament.

REv. FRANcIs J. FIN, S.J., the popular
author who vrote so many books for
boys, such as "Perey Winn," " Ton
Playfair," "Claude Lightfoot" and
others, has now completed what is non-
sidered bis bet work, " Ethelred Pres-
ton; or, The Adventures of a New-
comer."

PERsEcurioir of Catholics l Poland is
revived. The Governor bas ordered the
prieeta, under severe penalties, to an-
nounce in the Russian language from
their altars the birth of Grand Duchess
Olga, daughter of the Czar. The priests
refused and have appealed ta the Vati-
can for protection against the order.
Poor Poland seems ta have been destined
ta unending trouble.

* *

IT 18oPOSED to celebrate neit year
the ter-centenary of the potato. In 1596
the firat potato was planted in Holborn,
England, about the time that Sir Walter
Raleigh was planting the firet one at
Youghal, near Cork, in Ireland. When
Parmentier introduced it into France,
Louis XVI. and Marie Antoinette wore
the flowera s ornaments. Potato blos-
soma no longer flourish as button-hole
bouquets.

a ,
THE New York Freeman' Journal

very truly renarks that "the game
which the Powers are playing with the
Sultan would be laughable were it
not for the wholesale slaughter of Ar-
menians still going on. Guard ships
have been allowed to go through the
Dardanelles, but they will be employed
in the pleasant task of watching each
other. The Sultan winks the other eye
at his Kurdish butchers and nods thern
on to their work.

THE president of the Wisconsin A. P.
A. has made the statement that "after
Pius IX. recognized the Southern Con-
federacy, seventy-five per cent. of the
Irish soldiers in the Northern army de-
serted." The Catholie Citizen offers
that gentleman one hundred dollars if he
will prove to the satisfaction- of three
Protestant judges the truth of what he
has said. The journal might safély offer
hinm dne hundred times a hundred dol.
lars.

*

THE death of Denny Lane, M.A.,B.L.,
of Cork, vill revive many interesting
nieniories in the ninds of the older gen-
eration. He wais a most successful and
ca.reful business man, as well as a practi-
cal student of science. In the trouble-
sone days of the mid-century, Denny
Lane contributed largely ta the columns
of the " Nation." He was a gifted poet,
and one of the last of the young Ireland
party. In '48 his nane was a household
word throughout Irele.nd. Peace to his
ashes

***

MCCARTHY, O'BRIEN, WALLACE, STBnBS

and Co., is a firm, or "body politic,"
that has great reasons ta rejoice. Its ob-
ject is the wiping out of Catholie and
French influence in Canada. Strange to
say, the voice of the French-Catholic
electorate ie with the nembers oi that
association. ThsaI is ta say il thé East
section o! Montreal Censtre lin any way re-
presents théefeelings af thé great maj ority
of oui Province. "Vomith de"I -vil
to déstroy' they' first miake ma d

THIE sudden death of Monsignore
Frederico Foschi, Archbishop ofPerugia,
and immediate successor ta Hi o-
néess in that diocèse, has cused grent re-
gret and noue feels inare grieved than
thé Hloly Father. For over twenty years
thé laIe prelate acted as secretary anud
library calaborator to the gréaI Pontiff.
One by anc they go ; buL lthe grand aid
Vicar a! Chri.st stil remamns as if ie
fouîntain o! perpetual' youth spransg in
thé Vatican and he drank daily' of its
wiatere.

*.*

" EuuN" aske us some dates concerning
thé p)oet Jeremniahi Jeseph Callanan,
author o! " Gougasune Barra." Hé was

Lanvisgé leavès hère an Décember 26
Tir Vatican]Pres is " insued fthé for Bitimore, to attend the.ceremonies

H Pon ti ica n prei" fo 189 ue A e Or a confèrring the Red H at on M gr. Sa-
rPontifical Annual for 1895, Ar art: oli, on Jan)uary' 5 Hé wjlkcall at St.

froma thie Pope's great work in .hs ency Isidore, Que., on bn way as ta seebi
clica:I and -letters, dealing with the an father.

TRE TRUE .WITNESS AND O'THOLIC ÇHRONICLEJÂANUAEY

terests of localities and7persons, and the
usual daily routine at the Vatican, we
find that the Holy Father has, during his
Pontificate, eMtablished in the Church
one Patriarchate, that of th Eaast Indies;
two archbiehoprics, 85 bishoprica, 2 ab-
beys, 59 vicariates, 2 apostolic delega-
tions and 22 prefectures apoatolic. Thus
there are in all 194 new titles to mark
the happy development of the Catholie
hierarchy during the last seventeen years.

*,*

IT has cost the taxpayers of Clare
county, in Ireland, five thousand four
hundred pounds annually to support an
extra police force which the grand jury,
an anti-Nationalist body, has declared to
be uselesa. The magistrates of Clare
passed a resolution, on the twenty-first
of November last, calling on the Govern-
ment ta remove the force. This is cer-
tainly unusualIas far as the action of the
grand jury is concerned, but very far
from unusual as to the fact of unrequired
police forces being kept up .t the ex-
pense of the country.

WE are inforned that a movement is
on foot to erect a fitting memorial in the
church of St. Mary's, Moorfield, to the
memory of the late Mgr. Gilbert. Ne
more worthy priest ever walked the
streets of the great metropolis. He waa
a personal friend of the late Cardinal
Manning and was looked upon as one of
the grandest figures in the English Catho-
lic ecclesiastical world. We have rea-
son to know a great deal about Mgr.
Gilbert, thepoor of Epitalfields have still
greater reason to remember bis bound-
legs charity and untiring zeal. He was
truly for thern the Sacerdos Magnus.

As AS EVIDENCE of the great strearn of
conversion that, in England, flows in to-
wards Rome, we read the following in a.
Catholic contemporary:-

Bishop Whiteside of Liverpool, Eng-
land, speaking at the Guilds .o Ransom
meeting held in that city recently, said
it was his duty to visit triennially al
the churches in the diocese and admiunis-
ter Confirmation. Diiring the past year
hé had visited one-baif his dioce. and
the returns to date showed that of the
16,000 confirmed 800 were converts.
Since 1890 no fewer than 2,400 converts
had been confirmed in the Diocese of
Liverpool.

THE CHURCH AND DRAXA
WiSsai the Stage Owento eChrista=ity foim

iks ExIatmnc&

Wilson Barrett's new play, the "Sign
of the Cross," recently brought out in
London, and which is creating universal
interest and curiosity, as it deals with a,
phase of life rarely ever touched on by
the modern playwright, forcibly reminds
the criticofdthe Liverpool stCatholie
Times, in its devlopmnenl and structure,
of Cardinal Newman's great novel "Ca-
lista." It may be only a coincidence,
hut it is there, nevertheless. In the Car-
dinal's classic little work is to be fonnd
ample materiaIs for an inspiring dra-
matic composition, and considering how
the stage is encumbered with silly dra-
mas and half-witted melodramas, it is
strange this has never been employed.

But the disfavor with which the stage
iie regardeci by the majorily of religiou.'
people has made us indifferent, yet, as
Maurice Francis Egan bas well said, " it
is an important factor in social life; it
moulds manners; it gives tone to con-
versation ; it excites the discussion of
social problems; it teaches morale, and
gives the moral point of view." This im-
portant factor was recognized by the
Church fromr its carliest days, and it is
ta her the stage owes its origin and ex-
istence.

The "Miracles Plays" of the Middle
Ages were the forerunners of dramatic
representation in its highest form. True,
we had Aristophanes and the clissic
Greek plays, but these too owe their
pr, servation ta the monks of the West,
and from their treasures were probably
first developed the idea of all religious
dramatic representations, down ta our
own times.

Thé Church, so far from discounten-
ancing the drama, always encouraged it
when it kept within moral bounds. It
was only after the "Refarmation " that
the drama began ta degenerate, and con-
tinued ta do so until the Puritans ap-
peared and shackled it with manacles of
steel in their bloodthirsty zeal ta appear
" sanctilied before the Lard." The actor
was platced in thé same.cntegory, and
mîeted out thé same punishment as thé
rogue and vagnhond, and bis art de-
nounced as the machination o! the Evil
One.

\Vith lthe Restoration the scene
changes. The licentiousness of thé
stage and thiose who strutted their hour
upon il develdped inta a direful reproach
to civilization, anîd the character which
it gained ini those evil days has clung to
it with more or less partinacity ever
since.

ln our owin days thé stage suffers con-
tumely, .which itdoes not deséerve. Man
cannaI hivo his life without anmsement
of some kind. Tfake away the theatre,
and wvhat have you to (111 its place ?
Nothing, unless tho ingenity of sanie
one invents in amionth wvhat it has taken
thé expression oe thé eighest gis Ea
develop in corné Ibre 1ousand YearE.
In its highest and noblest expression it
is well that the stage should flourish,
and, as Professor Egan observes, we
should let no foolish préjudice norsilly
bigotry prevent us frouinaking so gréat
a lorce a pure and healthy force.- ath-
olic Columbian.
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