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exception of a few obsolete words and phrascs, the common version
of the' Seriptiires, is regardéd by literary men, at the present day, as
an English classic ; and many an orator has kindled the fire of his
claquence at this great fountain of hbht and of warmth,-and manya
poethas adorned his imagination by a careful attention to the imagery
of the prophets.  Pope, in his ¢ Messiah,” onc of his most elegant
and sublime productions, in admiration no doubt of the splendour
of the prophet, invokes the aid of Him,
¢ \Who touch’d lsaiah’s hallowed lips with fire 1"

It is scarcely possible to calculate how great has been the effect

of a book of such a char'lcter, so widely circulated, and so general] y

read, upon the publlc taste; and how extensive has been its influ--

enice in promoting a general acquaintance with the beauty and
foree of the English language. If the Scriptures had not trained
up a nation of incelligent readers, distinguished authors would not
have addressed a public so well prepared to admire their beauties,
and to estimate their worth. 1n the sevente_enth century, distin-
guished writers arose, in almost every department of literature and
science, to instruct the world by thelr wisdom, and to cultivate and
adorn the English ldnnunge. In thls. rapul sketeh. but a few_ of
them can be  noticed. . :

\Illton, an epic poet, to whom no age or natmn has produccd a

superior, who is more subhmc than Homer, and more du'crmﬁed

and not less e]eﬂ"mt, th'm Vi rtrxl ‘contributed not & little to the-

culu\'atlon of the ]anrruaﬂ'e in wluch he wrote, and- signally dis-
pla\ ed its compass and its power W allcr, Dryden, and others, in
the department of poetry, contributed largely to the improvement of
their native tongue. Lucke and Newton, in plnlosoph), who flou.

rished in the latter part of this century, contributed to the ‘pre-

cision and perspicuity of the language, and ev mced tlmt it is aswell

adapted to the purposes of the plnlosopher, as 1t is to those of the

poet. = :

The divines of the scventeenth century were dlstm«'ulshed for the
copriousness and force of their language, as well as for the depth
and compass of theu‘ thoughts ; and in proportionas theolagical
learning advances, ‘these divines are held in 111creasmrrly high esti-
mation. Barrow, in the fullness and exuberance of his periods,

has an eloguence like that of Cicero.  Dr. Jeremy Taylor, from his
spirited descriptions of human character and humaa life, has been
significantly called the theological Shakspeare. . The silver-tongued
Bates, the eloquent and devout chap]am of that- proﬂln'ate monarch,
Charles the Second, added- elemmce to correctness, and lS alike
dlstmguxshed for the beauty and the’ foree of his languaoe Char-

- nock wasa wnter of. great depth of thought and great copiousness
and force of C\pressxon A distinguished recent " English eritic, in
spézking of tlie writings. of this author, says, « Ifzmy student 1In,
theology bé destitute of the writings of (‘hamocl\ let him sell his
coat and buy them.’ Baxter and Tillotson, and-others little less
distinguisbed, contributed largely to the improvement of their na-

tive tongue, as well as to the mstructxon of their own age, and of
suecesding generations, ‘

But while the Enn'hshl'mcruage, durmg the seventecnth century,
was distinguished for its copiousness and strength, with a good de-
gree of clegance, it was reserved for the writers of the ei'ghtcchth
century to give it the finishing touch of beauty and of grace. The
old prose writers' made net the ornaments of language a primary
object of attention. Their periads are generally long and some-

what heavy, and are frequently éncumbered with extensive paren-
‘Whether,
in the acquisition of elegance, the language has not lost some of its
strength, is not quite beyond question ; and he who would perfect
Lis style, should labour to add the grace of the writers of the eight-
centh, to the strength of those of the seventeenth century.

In the latter part of the seventeenth, and early in the cighteenth
century, -a galaxy of authors appeared, who have left a track of light
across the literary hemisphere. The reign of Queen Anne has been
denominated, and not withont reason, the Augustan age of Eng]ish
literature.  Then flourished Addison, who brought philosophy
from the schools to dwell among the common people; whose writ-
ings are distinguished for a simplicity and elegance of style, which
have rarely been equalled, and never surpassed; and which has
caused him to be regarded as 2 model of fine writing It is the
language of the great J ohnson, that, <whoever wish cs to acquirea
style, which is familiar but not coarse, and clegant but not ostenta-
tious, must give his days and nights to the volumes of Addison.’
Young, to great-diversity of thought, added an aflucnt magnifi-
cence of language. Tope scattered over the fields of literature
flowers of the wost delightful fragrance, and of every hue.  Thom-
son displayed the beauties of the English language in the most en-
chanting descriptions of.the prospects of nature,” and the scenes of
life, Neatness and perspicuity of style were finely illustrated in
the history of Hume.. Bolingbroke, corrupt as he was in moral
principle, produced, as a political writer, some of the most beauti-
ful specimens of elegant writing. Among theologians, Watts and
Daddridge, Butler and Berkley, Sherlock and Lardner, Warbur-
tonand Lowth, furnished examples of writing different from each
other, but all excellent of their kind. But space would fail us,
were we to attempt an allusion to all the poets and phllosophers,
historians and moralists, who shed a glory over the earlier half and
the middle of the eighteenth century.

The orthography of the preceding century had been unsettled
and encumnbered with many needless letters ; and the same writer
#£Pwas often found spelling the same word in a different manner, in

theses, which later writers have very properly rejected.

| the world, that J ohnson was‘cdr’hparahvelyn poer man.

different parts ofhis work. In'the ewhtcenth century, the ortho-
graphy of the Iantruage bccame nearly 'settled,” the menmng ‘of
words had become definite and precise, “and usage had ina great
measure given law to language. It only"remained that'a com-
mundmv le\\cographer shou]d anse, to collect “from the scattered
works of distiriguished authors a complete vocabulary, to fix, by
the authorltv of ﬂ'ood wnters, accutately the meamng of words,
and to embody the whole in 'a stnndard dictionary.

This work, it was the high honour of Dr. Samuel Johnson to
perform ; and by doing it so ably and so satisfactorily, he became
one of the greatest benefactors to the English language  and liter-
ature, that has ever lived. When we consider whata vast compass
of reading it required to collect the unnumbered quotations from
distinguished authors, by which'the meaning which he s attached
to v‘words was illustrated and supi)orted; the discrimination which
was necessary to fix accurately the import of terms, and to assign
to his authorities: their proper place; and the patience and labour
whicha work so complicated and extensive reqhircd for its comple-
tion, we cannot fail to regard this as'6ne of the most astonishing
efforts of literary mdustry_ and skill.  Happy it was, perhaps, for
Necessi-
ty is not only the mother of invention, but the parent of industry.
Johnson had caten up the avails of his Dictionary by the time he
had completed it and while he was toiling for the benefit of his

‘own age, and of generations unbom, without being stimulated by
‘the certnmty that they would duly appreeiate his labours, he had

the ever-present stimulus of a desire to procure”his daily bread,
His ¢ Rasselas,’ also, one of his most clerrant productions, was the

: frult of 2 weeL’s labour, to procure thie meuns of deﬁaymw the e\-

penses "of his mother’s futieral. ©
Johnsons chhonary, mnnedlatelv on 1ts puhhcatlon, m\d in
every period since, has been resorted to as a stnndard of the lan-
guage ; and from his authority there. have been few: appeals.
son understood, and confined hunsc]f to, the true province of a
lexicographer, which is, not to.give l.1w to langunge, butmerely to
ascertain and to promulgate it. His is an original work, totally
unlike every thing which had gone bctore, and ]atu’ lemcogra-
phiers have mostly lived upon his labours. ) '
Sinee the time of J ohnsony thc English ]anguage has been adorned

by many dxstmgmshed writers, and the advancementof the arts and

sciences has reqmred the adoption of many new terms. | 1 hese have,
by different editors, béen incorporated ‘with' the: work of J ohnson,
Some words have u]so been gleaned up, which Johnson, in the extent

| .of his range had overlooked ; and so comp]ete has the cataluuve of
authorized words become, and so deﬂmte have been the meunmgs‘

which have been attached to thcm_, that the Dn'rhsh‘pust be rconrd-
ed as a settled hnguabc The ¢ daﬂy.clmngmg tongue,’ of wlncl\
our motto complams, wnll notbe | ours, ‘unless torcx gn corruptwns are

.permitted to creep in, and pervert it o

The latter part of the eighteenth century was partlcular]y frunt!ul
in distinguished authors, whose works have.received the hmhest
finish of style.  Johuson, not only by the pubhcanon of his ch-

tionary, but by his ‘miscellancous wntmgs, hus done much to un-’

prove his native tongue. thle his constant use of words of Latin
derivation gives a degree of stdl"uess, and somenmes of pedantry, to
his style, it has .yet the highest redeeming qualities,
discrimination with which he applies his epithets, the splendour of
his imagery, and the majestic flow of his periods, have reccived, as
they have deserved, universal admiration. The poetry of Cowper
has excellencies of its kind, not inferior tothose of his distinguished
predecessors.  In bistory, Robertson has given the finest speci-
mens of a dignified elegance, and Gibbon of alofty splendvur of
style. Goldsmith has written with a simplicity, correctness, and
clegance; which have never been exceeded. . Melmoth has all the
ease and grace of Addisen, without his negligence aud slight incor-
rectness. -

Among the favourable circumstances respecting . the English Jan.
guage, which have latterly taken place, the new turn which has
bden given to fictitious writing, deserves to be mentioned. ‘The
character of works of this kind, sbmeforty or fifty years since, wag
miserable in the cxtreme. Many of them were written by half-
learned men, or pedantic women ; and they were generally most
extravagant in their incidents, and clothed in a style which set all
good taste at defiance. It is well that the reading public have
agreed to make a bonfire of these works, and that the shelves of
circulating libraries nolonger groan beneath them, Tothis change,
the prose writings of Siv Walter Soott Lave essentially contributed.
He, in conjunction with some others, has been the means of bring-
ing the authors of fictitious writings in some measure back to na-
ture; and has eaused the public tastg on this subject to flow ina
new channel.

The English languago has excellencies which place it, at lcast,
on a level with any Jauguage that was ever written or spoken ; and
perhaps such various excellence was never before combined in any
tongue.

tinguishing features. It is alike adapted to history, to philosophy,

to poetry, tooratory, and to the less elevated kinds of composition. -

In the hands of a skilful writer, it is sometimes smooth as the
stream vfh_ich scareely ri;}plés as it runs, apd sometimes it is impe-
tuous as the mountain torrent, which dashes from precipice to pre-
cipice, in fury and in foam : sometimes it is beautiful as the gentle
cascade ; and sometimes it thunders like the Falls of Niagara.

If the English language is less sonorous than the Greek, it is

John-

'The nice

The great versatility of this language is among its dis-

1

more copxous ; ifi xt lS ]c’& maJestw, in the oramnry ﬂon of 1ts pe-
riods; than the Latm, it i9'more precise and more wurnousrm its im-
port. "Ifit wants something of the fam:hanty and easeof the R rench,
it is much better adapted to'the hlgher kinds’of wntmg LR or, the,
purpose of poctry it has a - vast advantagc over.the I‘rench. i The ‘
accented and unuccented ‘syllables of  the Bnghsh cnable it:toap-
proach” very near to the poetic' feet'of, the Latin. and- Greek 3.This.
adapts it alike.to rhyme and to Dlank verse.: f ‘The French poctry
cannot be sustained withoit rhymc, which- must be rcgtu-ded in'a
greater or less degree, as a clog upon genius; -and asia, subsh@u!g
for blauk verse, -their only resort is to poetic prose; a good exam-
ple of which is to be found in the Celemaque of Fenelon. How
poor a species of poetry thisis, contrasted withrthe English blank
-verse, must beevident to all who have compared them:  The Eng-
lish, unlike most other languages, has a dialect thatisappropriately
poetic ; and by the natural division of genders, it has a prepnmtion,
by the apphcatlon of the masculine or feminine gender to an inani-
mate ob.}ect to convert-the simplest Torm ‘of speceh into a bold per-
sonification, -
The diversified character of E nghsh poetry dlsplavs, ina striking
light,‘the nclmess of thelanguage.  Milton bears no resemblande
to Youug, nor Young to Dryden ; nor Dryden to Tlhiomson ; . nov
Thomson to“Popc, nor Pope to Co“ per; and yet ench has distin-
guished excelleiicics of his kind. - "The same diversity will be found
in thehistorical writers of thelunguuge
cast in thesame mould.  The simple meatness of Hume is qmt(.
unlike the dlgmﬁcd eloquence of Robertson’’ the drgmty and. ele- ©
gance of Robertson are unlike theé loftiness and- splendour of ‘Gib-
bon; and thechaste beauty of Goldsmith'is unlike them all. The
‘same remark holds true in every other depnrtmcnt of 'literature.
- Addisonis widely diflerent from Johnson in hisstyl¢, and Mélmath
is different from both. Tllorc is a variety in the character of Jinglish
literature, which would prob'\bly be soutvht fm' nvain in any other
Luwunn‘c : : -

T helr sentences are never

The grammar of this ]mlguafre is more sxmph. than l:lmt of any
other tongue, if we except the Hebiew, withotit the pomts, nml
the ﬁxuhty with which its rrrmmnutlcal constr uchon may Be ne-
quired, is'one of its advantarres. _The article has no \'mmtxon
ﬂd_]ectn'e is only varied to express the degrees. of cump’lmon. lhg
" verbs have but i one, conjngation, and: thc ounmnl vcrb remmns

o

Ihu <

vniostly unchanged in all’ the moods aml thscs, whu_h are; chxoﬂv o

e\pressed l)y auxilidries. Heé who, thh grcut ]ubour, has mnstcn-

ed the: vanous mﬂectlons of- the Lntm, Greck or ‘French! \crhe»,

mlI know ho to estimate tlus nd\'antuge

'turc; nor. does the Jdmm oi‘ the ]anguhgel a]low eﬂct\bxfsxvlly oﬁ m-.
versmn, exeeptiit be i in poetry- b ’i‘hls: gwcs t0c1t.~a pluloSophxcnl
= -7, oo

charactcr 6oL 5 - 0y .-‘.;""..' .
But 1f the English )au'ruao'e lms d tstmgmshed C\cellcncncs, it I l'!

)
f

“The ordgr of the “Ol'db ‘;
m Hle comtructlon of” scntcnces in t,he Englhh is the drder ol‘ nu- o

]
|

also its defects; which'it \wuld cvmce a want of pcnsplcacnty or, o “

candour to deny. The short words w1t11 wlnch the' lnnguage nbouml.s
which cextensively tetiminate with consonantt:, detract nitich from tlic
harmony of its pronunciation. The similarity ingthe form of the
verb, in different tenses and different persons, often ereates an am-
biguity in regard to" its. import, which can only be removed by @
carcful attention to that which precedcs, and that which follows' it
in the'sentence, The division of accented and unaceented sp]lnblu.
in: English, though it fits the language for poctry without rhyme,
is by no means as well defined, and as extensively productive o
harmony of versification, as were the long and the short syllables i i
the Latin and the Greck. By the transposition of the words, also¢
they could secure a varicty of cadence, and a harmony of pronuncii-
tion to which the English language can never attein,

"

Another nnd concluding number will be devotcd toa coneldera-
ton of the bcst means of cultlvutmw an ncquammncc with the Euog-
lish lﬂnguage the danger of corruption to which it is exposed from
mnovntmn ; with some allusion to British eriticism upoun the mun~
ner in which the English language is wr itten aind spoken in Awe-
riea ; 'and an examination of its future prospects, in regard to |t

prevalence and extension,
!

Sicxor IHErvio Nasio, a dwarf, who has recently arrived at
New York, is thus described by a London paper :— He is a full
sized man to the hips, and owes the shortness of his stature to his
legs, which are not more than a few inches long ; these, however,
enable him to perform various feats, which for dexterity are un-
equalled. Inthe “ Gnome Ily,” (a piece which he-performns)
he assumes the shape first of & baboon, and then a gigantic {ly.
As the ape, he excels even Gouffe and Mazurier; the strength of
his arms is wonderful, and enables him to perform feats which
must be seen to be credited. = As the ¥ly, he is equally true to the
character; he creeps and hops about with wonderful facility ;- fhies
across the stage into the window of a tower, and actuall)'? u.zw\s
across: the ceiling ‘above the heads of the people ‘in the . pit. " This
is effected by the wonderful strength of his hands, which - enables
him to cling to the mouldings, and thus appear to set the laws of
gravitation at defianee. ' The cffect is thr:lhng, and the applause
which follows tremendous,

' I-Ionsr:s.—Thqu arc men's wings, wherewith they make such
speed. A generous creature a horse is; sensible -in some sort of"
henour, and wade most handsome by that which. dQLOHTLS il —
pndc.



