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" MISSION FIELD,
THE CHURCH IN HAITI.

By the Bishop of Rochester.

Haiti, or St. Domingo as it is
gomotimes called, for it includes
two ropublics of unequal size, and
severally so described, is quite tho
most beautiful and assuredly the

most melancholy island in the Car-
ibbean Sea. It is about the size of
Ireland, with a magnificent coast
line, rich both in valuable minerals
and all kinds of vegetable produce,
immense forrests, and & multitude
of oxcellont harbours, But its past
history is stained with infamous
bloodshed, and for Haiti, at loast,
there seoms but a hopoless future,
go rapidly is it degenorating, in
the opinion of competont observers,
into a condition of African barbar-
ism. Of Iaiti, which only I had
the oppoitunity of visiting, the
population is 800,000; and of the
two principal towns at which the
mail-stoamor called, Jaemol and
Port au Prince, the latter is tho
metropolis, with a population of
22,000. ¥rom this place unhappy
Toussaint I'Ouverture sailed to bo
thoe victim of Napoleon's perfidy.
Already much injured by oarth-
qualees, it received a crushing biow
in the Civil War of '68 and '69,
when all tho public buildings wore
dostroyed; and if T must give a
candid description of it as it
appecred to me when 1 landed
thoro on a sullry Saturdey afier-
noon in February, Tam compelled
to call it a squalid collection of
dirly shantics, redoomed here and
thero by tho churches of the place,
whick at least help you o loolt up-
wards, and by a background of fine
mountaing as green 4s emorald
aftor the rain. One solitmy poak
quito reminded mo of Corcovado.

Tho dominant religion here is
Roman; thore ave three churches
belouging to thnt community in
the placo. Protestant religious
bodios are also represented in a
variely which considerably inter-
foroswilh theirinfluorce on tho com-
munity, and prosenis only & very
broken front to tho massive solidax-
ity of Rome. Bishop Holly was
gent hore by the Drotestant Epis-
copal Church of Amorica, to fill
the Seocreatedin  1872.Originally
a ministor of & coloured econgrega-
tion at Now Haven, he was conse-
crated in Grace Church, New York,
in that year, and camo out to Haita
"at onco with a great part of his
congrogation. In fowr months’
time half of them suceumbed to
disense, among thom the Bishop's
own wifo and son, It has been a
very uphill work, partly from want
of material resources, partly from
the enormous difiicultics which
have had to boe confronted, partly
I may add (on tho strength of in-
formation given me, though not
from the Bishop), from the lack of
veory hearty support from the white
residents. (They may bave not
quite liked the presence of an
African bishop.)

As can readily bo supposod,
there is a great amount of heathen-
ism among the natives, and at Port
an Prince the moral tone is very

{said to be great.
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But the darkest
feature of all is the Vandoux- wor-

putably connected with human sac-
rifices, and it is to be feared with
the practice of cannibalism. Sir
Sponcer St. John, now our minister
at Mexico, and for several years
Consul-General here, has given &
graphic circumstantial account of
it in his book called The Black Re-
publie, The account Bishop Holly
gave me of his work was simple
and cheerful, and the last official
report of the American Board of
Mission quite corroborates it.
There are in all twenty-one places
in which divine worship is held.
About 1176 persons are presumbly
reachod by the services. The aver-
ago attendance at each of the Eng-
lish gervices is forty-four ; at
twonty-one French services, 480.
During the last year there were
two adult baptisms, eighty-nine in-
fant baptisms, thirteon marriages,
432 communicants, 245 scholars in
the day schools, 187 in the Sunday
school. In the the same year
soventcen persons wero confirmed
and one person admitted to the
pricsihood. Eight presbyters are
atwork in the island and three
deacons, and there is one candidate
for holy orders, a native, boing
now {rained at Codrington College,
Barbadoes. Two fresh mission
chapels are on the point of com-
pletion, and two more are being
pushed on as rapidly as possible.
The Bishop secmed more hope-
ful about his couniry mission-work
than about that at the capitsl. He
has eloven mission stotions, and
tho clergy go about from place to
place visiting the people, and
preaching to them. One circum-
stanco had choered him greatly.
Ono of the Vadoux people, who
had boeen punished for taking part
in tho services, expressed his re-
pontance, and not only gave the
Bishop o site on which to erect a
mission building, but at his own
oxponse erected it.  On Christmas
Day there was a service held there;
then 150 people attended, 2nd ton
wore baptized. The Bishop's great
noed is & sum of 1000, for erectirg
buildings for a Normal and Indus-
trial School, in which to train na-
tives for Christian and eduecational
work, Ie has been asking for
this for throe years, and in vain ;
Haiti can nevar give it him. It is
plain that, until he can convert his
raw matorial into skilled and com-
pelent work men, the work is at an
imnionse disadvantage. Toborrow
the language of the Report of the
American Board of Missious, ‘ Con-
sidering the very limited resources
at any time at the command of the
Bishop, it must be conceded that
there has been » good degree of
Success to reward the efforts of
himsolf and his clergy.” So say
all who know apything of the
work from personal observation.
So, diffidently but stoutly, said I.
The good Bishop asked me to goon
shore with him, and gladly Idid so,
for my own advantage and instruc-
tion, also to evince my personal
rospect for him. Wo called on the
Minister of Worship and Public In-

gtruction, who showed me the
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House of Assembl% Then we ad-
journed to the Bishop’s private
residence, where I was introduced
to his family. and, among the rest,
to two denr, very brown litlle
children, to whom I quite lost my
heart. Then we robed, and wout
into the humble but commodious
church close by, where & compact
congregation of seven adults and
five children were assembled, to
whom, after singing Psalm 107,
the Te Deum, the saying of a few
Collects, the Creed, and tho Lord's
Prayer, on the invitation of the
Bishop I gave what the new-papers
would have called a ‘neat’ nddress
of five minutes, with the exhilarat-
ing conviction that of the twelve
persops present not more than
three had any distinet notion of
what I was wishing to say. Butl
came away resolving to myself
that, should I ever be tempt-
ed to take discouragement at home
difficulties, I would think of brave,
cheerful Bishop Holly, and take
shame to myself, saying to them
in my heart and from it, ‘ Fear not,
little flock; it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.'

Dominion Line.
ROYAL MAIL STEAMSRIPS

Sailing from Quebee, &8 under:
*Oregon... 8thJuly | *Sarnia... 30th July
Toronto,.. 16th Montreal. fth Aug
*Vancouver22d ¢ *Oregon.. 12h;

*Saloon and Statorooms in these steam-
ers are amidships, and they carry neither
cattic or sheep.

Passengers per ¢ Toronto,”’* Sarnia,” and
“ Montreal,” can embark at Montreal, the
day previous, {f they so desire.

Hates of Passage :—Cabln, $50 and $80, ac-
cording to stoamer and sccommodetion;
Sccond Cabin, $80 ; Steerage, $20.

Special rates for Qlergymen and thelr

wives,
For further porticulars aﬁply to
"y DAVID TORRANCE & CO.
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PRESIDENT.
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“ THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN.”
WEEKLY:
Single subscriptions, 80e per year. In

packages of 10 or more coples, 5ic per copy.
MONTHLY :

Single subseriptions, 2ic. In packages of
10 or more copies, 16ic per copy. Advance
payments.

“ THE SHEPHERD’S ARMS."

A Handsomely Illustrated Paper for the
Liltle Ones.

WEEELY:

In packages of 10 or more copies,30c per
JeAT peT copy, .

MONTHLY:
In packages 10c per year per copy. Ad
vance payments.
Address orders to

The Young Churchinan Company,
Milwaukee, Wis.
[Or throngh this office.]

Special Local Agents Wanted.

Energetic, reliable Canvassers for
subscriptions tothe “ GUARDIAN
wanted, in every diocese (or even in
each deanery of every diseese) of the
EBeclestastical Province.

Address, stating experience and

ferences,

THE CHURCH GUARDIAN,
P, 0. Box 504,
Montreal,

FI T EPILEPSY permanently

cured by a new system of
treatment. Two Trial Bottles sent free.
Send for Treatise giving full partleulars
EPILEPTIC REMEDY CO., 47 Broad

Sty N. Y.
Bole Agent for Canads, T.
PEARSON, Box 133, Montreal F ' Ts



