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POSTAL BUSINESS OF ST; JO IN, N.13.

St. John, N.B., shows a remirkable ilcrease
In hler postal business since 18>8, nud this not-
w istandieg the abolition of ic rate on news-
papers du ring Ile lust flew years. The revenue
froi stîalps an d cards i ncreaseld frot $25,444
in 1870 to 135,380 in >884; boX ren ts, eitc., fell
firoi 4,87 to $2, di3, due prubably to the free

delivery systcm, yet leaving a ottl inîcrease of
$7,7 12. Parcels posted increased during that
period fron $t,272 tu $6,800 ; iewspapers from1
1,4'ç2,022 tu t,038,404 ; letters and postal cards
fron 758,556 to ,286,132 ; total increase be-

tween 1870 and 1884 about one million. The

total mail matier received inereasCd from 1,-
319,449 Io 1,881,558 ; iatter passilng through
fron 974,414 to 1,,30,682. The iunber of

letters andi iiniewsplpers delivered by eiriers in-
criesed froi 445,850 to 1,150,334. 'T le umiiber

of reg2isteredl lutters received foi city delivery
increased froi 33,063 to 42,612 ; ditto passing
thror, om 29,050 to 54,576 ; ditto posted ait
St, Joli, tromn 14,851 to 21,15,1 Lu the miioney

order bine urss ihere is a sliglt liîling in the
amounts pad, oVin g, it is supposed, tu the iui-

proved >lheilities atl'urded by Ithe banks for ail
blit small> reimillinces. nnatdian, orders in
1876 aiounted to 501,880; ii 1884 tu $471,-
228 i United States orders increased fron
$5,718to u18,454 ; foreignx from $3,572 to $5,-
CGC. The aiioint of mllonîey orders issied
inicreased from, z80, 765 in 1876 lo $22,758 in
138.L' Tie nui

t
ber sf muonîey orders erltied at

the iitirnaltiol> exchanuiige oflice, silice ils
estblshmet in 1881, ifc trom 13,87 of
hie vttue of o1pu 20,668 of the vaule of
$872,12 iin 188'. The numiilber of deat iters
Ils decceased fromn t4,090 in 1876 tu 0,124 in
1884. tin contrast tu ilie iicreaîse in other de-
partments il willbe obserred t iat the registered
leuter bisines (outwaurd) apeasi t liave
reaîchied il periaiei t levIe, abolit 20,000 >e tters
per annmn. bing regis'erud ut S'. Jotin. lu
J876, 18 clerks andi 8 lei ter carriers comnprised
hie stli of thie tI. Jonli pist otlte ; the present
tali consists of 22 clerkzs ani 12 carriers.

WINE STATISTICS.

The greitlest tri ne-produ cing country of the
artl is France, wilich also firntishes thle

greatest variety aiid hie niost sought for
wines. Thte total production of tie country
has ilucuated greatly l laie years, on account
of thec ravages of' the phylloera. It vas
necarly 2,246,000,000 gallons, wilne mciasie, in
1875, snd less than 089,0000 gallons il
1879. Tie average is esiiiated ut 1,456,000,000
gallons. The çine le cultivatud in aIl but
nine of tle eightiy-six departiments, but mnost
extensively in ith sG Souitlern departtmîents, that
of lenîait' leinig the list. I taly rankis tIe
second atoig the winvelands, with an average
production abolit haîlf tlat of France, or of
715,000,000 gallons, the total Valne of whi>ch is
estimated at a tiillard of lire. Tie export
trade is growing t4st, aid lias becomle very
large. Spain follows as tle third greatest
winle.producing State, withî 583,000,000 gallons.
The southern wmies are i greatest deiand,
indP the export trad is assuiming elorllouls
d11imensions. Nexi in oriler is Austria-lungary,
with 371,000,000 gallons, c >large part nuit tlie
choicest of which is produced l iHungary.
Portugal is firth suiong Euiropeai wine lands,
with> 132,000,00 gallons, amllg which are Ilhe
flumons lort w ines, foring the basis of a lIrge
export Irade. Germanyi, with onily a smiall

part of its land in cutivatioi for*vihe, and ai
annual retuiri of 95,400,000 gialloli, foes not
produce as much lis il conîsiumes, but ilmports
fron Fratice and Austria-Iuigary. Rlssia
prollices 53,000,000 galons, et'iefly' lin Ile
southerni provinces, o' those bordering on tie
Blick and tIiaspian Seas. Of the smals ler
Suites, Greee .prodces aboit 39,750,000
gal lons; Switzerlindî, 3,2,000 Eîuropean
Turkey, 2G,000,000 ; liouniaiîi, 31,800,000 ; andi
Scrvia, 13,250,000. Belgitum imîakes the saitillest
shtowii g of all ftie Euiropeal States that
produîc aiy wi,'iie. The vie production of
the fourteeni S:tes enuierated s estiiated ut
3,577,500,000 gallos ia year. Wine is also a
very Important staple of' Asiatic agriculture,
liant foris a notable itemu il, tle croies of ait
Asiatic Turkey, Palestine Arabia, Persia,
Afglanistan, o a, a parts of' ndia,
while in Cochin-Obina and Japan it is of
rl'atively' sal account. In Africa it is a
considerible iteni in Algeria anda ile ale e

0olon1y1  nud is madle in orily nix tioiable
quanltit es in Egypt, Abyssiniia, Mlorecco, tlhe
Orange Free Stite and the Transvaal. flie
%viie-culture of the Oanairy Islands and the
Azores has recently sutl'Ered grently from
diseases of hic villes. Tlie gnited Suites
produiiced 23,453,000 gallons of %ine in 1880,
and it was worth $16,0000000, More thlan a
quarer of' the value of' the product came from
Ualit'ornia. Wine is produced ii a primitive
way in Mexico, Brazil, the Argentine Republic
and Oili,. The wine inctustry lias been
developed to a considerable imîportance in
Australia, and promises to grow.-Popular
Eclence Monthly.

FASIHONS IN FURS.

Scilskin still holds the Position of Ilealer"
ni the most fashiabi t he Ilma nfactire of
dolnans, Newmîarlkets, sîcques, cloaks, French
wvraps, pelerines, mifs1h , bonnets and tcques.
Tie most v'aluable aui tiuest seals are thei
South Suia, Alaskca, Siberian cosi anid Shetland.
Tte pelts of fur seals arc broughlit to the mar-
ket iniprepared in ciiskçs of brine, and alfter
remîamî Ig ii picile s tlicient length of' time
to rediler it soft an> phable the pelt is cleared
of the long, dark gray lairs by it tedious pro-
cess, anda only the hue, close f'ir îunduleiieali
remainîs untoicet'd. On tie fineness and close-
iiess of this second layer depends the vailue o
the skin. Ther is very little dilference il the
natural color of the skins, the richl, daurlC,
glossy and the red-browin colors being th, work
of the dyer. Il requires several skins to miîake a
garient, therefore the iecessity of using great
care in order to have the skins of lie saime
color, as any incoigruity would spoil the eifect
and natuirally retard the sale. None but Ile
best sktis will take the rich, dark color so much
admired and so popular. Quite a uomber of
Pacifie coast, Oopper Island, and capte Hors
sealskius have been made up>1 and otfered 'or
saie, but, while they posess al tle elegance, so
fur as appearance is concerned, of the best
quality, they are a delusion and a snare, and a
little wveatr is damwaging to their beauty and to
the teeliiigs o>' the unfortuna.te possessors.
Sacques, cloaks, ulsters, and wallking jackets
are fiumiliar to all, but the French wrap, ai.
thouîgl quite poiuilar ii France, is a lie,, clin-
didate for htvor in America, and gives promise
of becoming very fishionable. IL is short in
the back, tIowing 'sleeves, nad long tabs in
fr'ont, tlie triiiiiig being of French black lynx.
For triuimings golden beaver, sable, white fox,
lynx, aind ali finle natural furs are very fashion-
able, Golden beaver is a novelty, and wvill
surely be Ile rage. As the namie ludicates, iL
is of tle col' of gold, siibdied and very richt,
addiig grealy to tle elegant aþpearance of'
thie garient, Sealskin is the most poputilar
fur for wvinter iselerines, and the gracetil cou-
tour [s well suited for slo, youthful figures.

The pelerine has c long point at the back is
round in front, and generally edged with
bearer. Toques of scalsliii, ornameiiieuid vith,
the clawr of a seat, are vtry pretty aud quite
fashioable, while si>i mui's are also quite- invogue. Seitalcaiin bonniets have becomie fistioen-
able, ttinug tue place ut' seulskinc caps anIId
large Bts. ln the uIatter of prices the back-
wirdLess of the seasoun has naturally becn
more or less against the trade, and dealers will
suit vry close. Quotations 1or seilskcii Sacques
range fron 150 to $250, Ulsiers ad Nuiew-
markets $275 to $350, and $400, walcing.
jackets $L00 to $150, French %wraps S>00 to
$250, and bonnets froi $t0 lo $15. Sables are
the llost cotily of ail furse, nud values vary.
Uommou Aumerican skins sel> fromt $5 to $20
each, lhile liussiain sables lire wortil froii $15
Lu $200. Ttie average tlength et' the liale ani-
mal ls twelveinIche, iad the tait six inches, se
that it takes ai arimy of skius tu make ua gar-
ment. Tho Emperur Nicholats of itissia ovo-
el a sable pelisse, valuid ait S12,000, and c
cloak on coat lined with sable is worth au couple
of thoiusaid dollars. The tails of Ilte sables
make beautifui ornaments for senl or velvet
cloaks, but even .they are very expensive.
Sable capes have not been vworn to auny great
extent of laie years, but lire now becoming
more in ivor. la3ick fox and silver gray fox
are alse valtable turs, and al portion of ile
neck of the former ski,, is used by Russian
noblumen to furmn collars or tacings on coats.
Six necks are required, uaking fthe cost of a
collar about $000. An old sayiiig, as to the
revival of alishions still holds good, and the
costly and eleganit mink l steadily imcreasing
in popuilarity.

THIE HUDSON BAY 00.

At a recent meeting of this company u
London, England, the Governor, Mr. E. Oolville,
who presided, miade some observations as lo
tbe North West that iay possess soue geieral
interest. Apart from the important cargo of
furs ou board thle Price of lWalee, supp:sed to
be weather-boud at Moose Factorywhichî cargo
il valued at £40,000, balance insured, there
is a satisfactory quniity in the London wcare-
bouse. "lThese vill be sold, as usual, in Jan-
uary and Mircli ensuing. 'ite amomiit of
retuirns is soumehilaîît swiulel by the lhct that
the returns fron Yor, Factory, that were
frozenu in last year, have come to baud. It je
very cirlouls and very unusual lin uur expe-
rience to have two cousigimeuus from thesaime
place froze in íl conseuitive years. Last year's,
however, as I Iave stated, have comi safely to
baud, and will lie ol'cred tor sale at the usual
ime. We cave rathlier an extrît quatity of

furs belonging te tIhe next outlit. It appeans
nts thit fcr-bearing an[imlIs ue not decreas-

ing and our fur trade is going on well and pros-
perously. I think we may hope for as good
prices as those of last year, thotugh it is impos-
sible for Ie to say aniythiag delinitely as to
this but we think Ithe fur markets look fairly
weil. There is ua large surplus of wheat in
Manitoba, and althougi the price lis been low
it ts of such excellent qiality talut I loipe there
will tie a fair enough demand to enable the
farmers to pay their way,'ud meet aIl claims
maide uîpon them. Lt is also, 1 thlink, satisfac-
tory to learn hut the fariers there are tiriiinug
their attention to a more mixed method of falerm-
ing thai llitherto. Tlat is, they are growing
otuer erops besides wheat, and aire raising stock
andsheep. We thought it woild le uineresting to
give you somte itormation with resiect to the
marvelous progess made by tue Oiuiadian Paci-
tie R11ailway in pursuiug their Vtay froms
the Atlantic to the Pacific. TIaI portion
of the line uortLi ot' Lake Supe<rior is
expccted to e ccompleted nexvl spring, and
it will have a very material trect on the
cost of transport. We have now to send them
sometiies to Newy York, and sometimces to


