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pro.perity about the, year 1600, and about
thlrty y.arm latar tii. whole tribe of the.Eskimos wa. totally exti 7pated or ex-p.fl.d f rom tliat region. A ter hi the.
town bogan to decay, and towards the.
close of the century the nain. was
oiiaig.d te Brader.,'>' (p. 108-9).

Vitteewsahab-ro rs
ini tii Straits of Belle Ile in the
slxteenth century, we know froin the
Relatiorn Originale o! Jacquies Car-
tier. When Jacques Cartier passed
through the. atraita iu 1534 lie !ound
a Breton fishiug-vesael looking for
the. harbour of Brest, which waa ai-
ready nt that time apparently a ren-
dezvous for the fishermen on the
bank&. Cartier knew the, harbour,
and he directed the. fishermen to it.
But the harbour h. directed them to
was zot the, preseut I3radore Bay; it
ws a bay eight or ten leagues far-
the ulong the, eoast. And Cartier
sys notilng about any settlement
nt Brest; lie spent se'veral days in
the. harbour, taking iu wood and
water, and if there iiad been any
houses ou shor. h. would have been
sure to mention the, fact.

It muet b. olear t. anyone wlth
even au elem.iitary lcnowledge of
Canadian history that tii... secounts
of Brest are abnost wholly fabulous.
Brest, says Judge Prowse, began to
decay about the. year 1600. Its de-.
cline and fait, therefore, appear to
have been contemporaneous with the.
founding of Quebec, wich took place
in 1608. 'While Champlain was strug.
gling to establah a colony, first at
Port Royal, and afterwards at Que-.
bec, there was already a settiemneut ou
the, Straits of Belle Ilie which had
florished fer nearly a century. What
i. reniarkable is that thia pioneer
among American town9 le not men-
tloned iu auy of the, contemporary
records. Chiamplain, who was Gover-

no!o Quebe up $0, 1635, does not
refer $0 i$, non do.. the. lawyer-hia-
fai>n ~iah Tiiere la no men-

silent about it, In 1702, tii. Sieur
de Courtemanche (who is the. original
of Judge ?rowae 's Seigneur Courte-
mande, aailed along the. north shore
o! the St. Lawrence to tiie Straits of
Belle Ile; we have the. account of
hi. voyage written by himsel!, iu the
archives at Ottawa; but there ie lu
the. manuscrlpt not one word about
a settienient, or the ruina o! a setti.-
ment, ou the Straits of Belle Ilie.
And Jean Aile! once, iu his
"Routier," or course from Belle Ilei

to Quebee, la equally ailent.
The. conclusion la irreaistible that

the. settlexnent o! Brest neyer exist.d.
It is a bit of xuythology. Quit. re-
cently the, aource o! the legend has
been diseovered by Dr. S. E. Daw-
son, o! Ottawa. Dr. Dawson's
curiosity was rousdb netyi

Ilarise's"Notes pour servir à labibligraphie, etc., de la Nouvelle
Franice," lu which. is given a titi,
the. tran.qlatiou o! which runa as fol-
lova -


