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“ APRILLE."

&he walked acroas the fields, ice-bonuod,
Like some shy., sunoy biot of apring,
And stoopiong suddenly, she fuund
A violet—a dainty thirg,
Which shunned the ehilly light of day
Uotil eweet ** Aprille ” came that way.

They Xnow each other, girl and flower;
There was some subtle bond between ;
And 1 bad walkod. that very hour,
The flelds, and had no violet seen ;
For me the winter landscape lsy
All blossomless avd black aod gray.

They knew me not, blue flower, bloeey+s ;
She, cnreless, passed e when we met;

The tender glance which 1 would prize
Above all thinga, the viofet

Raceised; and I went on my way,

Companioned with the cheerless day.

From wintry days blue violets sbrink ;
From wintry lives bloe ayes vill turn ;

And vet if she, I sometimes think,
Could »mile nn me with sweet concern,

QOne lite a0 like this wintry day

Would spring-time be for aye and aye.

—T. H. ROBERTSON, in Harper's.

THE COMEDY OF THE DUEL.

‘ After the tragedy, the farce,” would have
been a pretty accurate description of a stereotyp-
ed London play-bill not so very many years
ago, and unless we are much mistsken, the
“ piece de résistance ' was as a rule the least
ropular of the two.  Not that this involuntary
preference for the comie portion of the entertain-
ment hindered the spectators from according due
attention and sympathy to the preceding five
acts ; but, when the hero and heroine were
finally disposed of, and the fall of the cartain
put au end to theis tribulations, a certain sense
of relief was experienced, and by a not unnat-
ural reaction these who had wept the most pre-
pared to laugh the laudest. My, Dutton Cook,
in his excellent Book of the Play, when speak-
ing of the once popular epilogues, aptly remarks
that their Jong continued success may in a great
measure be attributed to the generally accepted
plea ** that the minds of the audience must be
refreshed, and gentlemen and ladies are sent
away to their own homes with tco dismal and
melancholy thoughts about them. Acting,
therefore, on a similar principle, and unwilling
to expose our readers to the influence of harrosw-
ing emotions, we, will consider the tragedy as
already plaved out, and the farce as about to
commence ; or in ether wonds, while treating of
that happily iwith us' obseolete anomaly, the
duel, justify the heading of our paper by confin
ing ourselves exclusively to a very harmless
variety of the genus, namely, the dusl pour
nire.

In the early part of the reign of Lonis the
Thirteenth, before the passing of Richelien's
edict declaring it to be'a capilal offence and
punishable with death, the rage for duelling was
at its height. Every class of society was more
or less infected by it. Even men of letters were
not exempt from the general faiiing; for we
learn from Tallemant des Réaux that the satirist
Regnier, seeking a quarrel with the poet May.
nard, entered the latter’s room one morning
wtile he was still in bed, and insisted on his
weeting him in the Pré.aux.Clercs, the usuval
locality for such encounters, in an hour's time.
Maynard, naturally timid and by no means re-
lishing the proposal, immediately despatched a
messenger to his patron, the Comte de (lermont-
Lodeve, imploring him to repair without delay
to the appointed spot, and prevent the combai
from taking place. This done, he completed
his toilet as leisurely as possible, and at length
wet out for the Pré, where Regnier was impa-
tiently awaiting his arrival.  Meanwhile the
count, who regarded the affair as an excellent
joke, was there before him, and had taken up
his position unobserved behind a tree, from
which vantage-ground he commanded a view of
the two belligerents standing at some distance
from each other. Maynard, not seeing him, and
consequently trembling in every limb, éndea-
voured to put off the evil hour as long as prac-
ticable ; first, by complaining that his sword
was shorter than that of his adversary, and then
by making apparently prodigious but ineffectual
efforts to divest himself of his boots. At last,
after glancing despairingly rcund, and doubt-
less invoking maledictions on his unpunctual
Meci#nas, the unfortunate poet, more dead than
alive, faced his apponent, and presented 5o woe-
ful a spectacle that the Count pearly choked
with laughter. Judging, however, that it was
time 1o interfere, bhe stepped forward as if just
arrived, and asuthoritatively enjoined hoth
parties to desist ; upon which Mavuard, recov-
ering his presence of mind, and addressing his
opponent, declared that if he had unwittingly
offended him, he was sorry for it ; * but,” he
added, ““another time I shall rely on my own
ingenuity to get myself out of a scrape; for, if
1 had depended on the count, I might have been
made mincc-wmeat of an hour ago.”

Very few admirers of the * gentle craft,” we
should imagine, have carried their enthusiasm
for its disciples o far as to fight for them ; such
an instance, however, is recorded of two angry
senators, one of whow maintained that Tasso
was superior to Ariosto, and the other the con-
trary.  Words led 10 blows, and after a protract-
ed encounter the champion of Ariosto received a
wound which laid him up for several weeks.
Y What an idiot' | was,” he exclaimed, ** to ex-
pose my life for a poet of whose works 1 never
vead 8 line, and whom 1 should certuinly not
have understood if 1 had I

During the Revolution, more than one duel
took place between actors of the Comédio Fran-
caise, who considered It imperative to defend
their political opinions at the sword’s point ;
one, however, which occurred previous to that
epoch, the principals in which were Dugazon
and Desessarts, had itsorigin in & I‘vmctiml‘goke,
of which the former was the inventor, and the
latter the vietim.  Desessarts, whose line of
churacters was what is technically called *“les
financiers,”’ possessed among other excellent
qualities one peculiarly suited to the parts
usually played by him ; he was so prodigiously
stout as to be generally known by the name of
*the elephant.” As it happened, the sole re-
presentative of the elephantine race belonging
to the royal menagerie died suddenly ; and this
having cone to the ears of Dugazon, he conceiv-
ed the idea of a mystification, of which his un-
suspecting colleague was destined to be the dupe.
Taking Desessarts aside, he told him that he
had been invited to perform an impromptu piece
at one of the minister's houses, and asked if he
felt disposed 10 accompany him, Desessarts
consented, and enquired what kind of dress he
onght to wear, *‘‘Deep mourning,” replied
Dugazon ; “‘you are to play the part of an
stilicted heir””  *“ Yery good,” said the other,
and proceeded to attire hiwself accordingly, dis-
playing a profusion of crape and coal-black
streamers that would have done crodit to the
most conscientions undertaker.  When they
reached the minister's reception-reowm, which
was full of visitors, Dugazon gravely advanced,
and pronounced ttie following haraugue .

* Monseigueur, the Comdédie Frangaise, desir-
ous of expressing the regret felt by all its mem-
bers on the occasion of the demise of the mag-
nificent elephant so universally admired at the
r.yal menagerie, begs at the same time respect-
fully to solicit that the vacant post may be con-
ferred on my comrade Desessarts here present.”

Shouts of merriment interrupted the speaker,
and Desessarts, comprehending after some mo-
ments of stupor the ridiculous part he had
been made to play, retired as quickly as de.
corum permitted, vowing vengeance sgainst
his persecutor, and loudly demanding satisfac-
tion for the insalt. A weeting was arranged
for the ensuing morning : and bath paaties, at-
tended by their secomds, repaired to a secluded
spot in the Bois de Boulogue, and prepared for
action. Before swords were crossed, however,
Dugazon,addressing hisadversary in a stadiously
polite tone, suggested that the latter’s enor-
mous circumference presenting ton vast a sur-
face to his weapon, he could not think of tak-
ing advantage of if, ** wherefore.” he added,
producing a piece of chalk from his pocket, and
tracing a circle on the astonished Desessarts’
stomach, ‘1 propose that all hits ocutside the
circle shall count fer nothing!”

There was uno resisting the humour of this
sally, principals and seconds burst into a simul-
taneous roar of laughter, aud, after a copious (e.

t ordered beforchand by Dugazon, the two

lligerents were better friends than ever.

Another actor, Damoreau, the husband of the
well-known singer, Madame Damorean-Cinti
fought a duel in 1834 with the celebrated orator
Mauuel, and parrowly escaped a dangerous
wound, his opponent’s swonl siriking against a
five-franc piece which, fortunately for him,
chanced to be in his waistcoat pocket. ¢ Ah,”
observed 8 notoriously impecunious journalist,
when the eireumstance was related to him ; “if
1 had been in Damoreau’s place, it would have
heen all over with me !”

Sainte.Beuve, the eminent eritic, was once
engaged in an *‘ atfair," the caunse of which we
had forgotten. While the preliminaries were
being arranged, it began to rain alightly, and
the aunthor of Volupté, who had prudently
brought his winbrella with him, held it over
his head with one haud, while he firmly grasp-
el his sword with the sther. This proceeding,
being ohjected to by the seconds as irregular, he
coolly replied that *‘it was quite sufficient for
hie to risk his life, withont running the
chance of catching cold into the bargain.” He,
however, did not lack courage, which ix more

than can be said of one of his colleagues, who,’

finding himsell under the pecessity of accept.
ing a challenge, only consented to do an on be-
ing confidentially informed by his second that
in the present case the duel was merely 2 mat-
ter of form, and that his adversary would take
care not te hit him. Somewhat comforted by
this assurance, he repaired to the scene of ac-
tion, ard the distance. -twenty-five paces—hav.
ing been duly measured, boldly f«lct‘!i his oppon-
ent, who, on the signal being given, blazed
away, and neatly perforated the critic’s hat just
halt an inch above his head. ¢ Confound it !’
exclaimed the latter to his secund, who was con-
gratulating him on  his gallant hearing;
** why didn’t you tell me that he was going to
B])Oil' my new hat ! ] would have put onan old
one,'

Some years ago, oneof tho drollest of Parisian
actors, at & supper given by the manager of the
Vaudeville, uo far forgnt himself as to selet as
the butt of his jokes a captain of euirassiers, who
wag among the guests, and who at length lost
his temper, und demanded instant satisfaction.
At your wervice,” replied the comedian, **No
time like the present ; but remember | have
the choice of weapony, and | choose pistols,”
His adversary making no ohjections, two cita-
dines w.re called off the wstand, one of which
the captain  entersd, bidding the coachiman
drive to the Barriére de I'Etoile.  The actor
immedintely got into the other, and putting
bis head out of the window, shouted in his turn,
! Barriére du Trone,” wdding {a w {rresintivly

comic tone, * Don't wait for me, Captain, but
fire away as soon as you like I :

They tell a good story at Toulouse of an ad-
vocate, Cazeneuve by name, wha, having a dis-
pute with a landed’ proprictor residing in the
neighbourhood of that city, a duel between ther.u
was declared, less by themaelves thun by their
friends, to be indispensable. Never having
handled a sword or even a foil in his life, and
persuading bimself that his opponent must ne-
cessarily be a proficient in the use of such
weapons, the lawyer resvlved to consult the lead.
ing fencing-master in the town, and having se-
knewledged his utter inexperience in matters of
the kind, asked him what ke had better do.

“ Are you tolerably strong in the arm'¥" in.
quired the professor. .

“ Pretty well.” .

* Giood. Thon all you have to do is to hold
your swond steadily, the pomnt exactly ou alevel
with your adversary’s eye. Remain immovable
in that position, and take care not to ndvance n
step, but wait until he rushes forward and finds
himself spitted like » woodeock.”

* You thiuk he will do that 1"

“ Yery probably he muy. [Inany case, you
don't risk much by keeping him at arm’s
length.”

““But if he comes nearer !’

‘ Retreat in proportion.”

*1 understand ; and if, ou the contrary, he
should retreat {"

** Remain where you are.”

Thanking the professor for his counsel, the
advocate withdrew in somewhat better spinits,
but determined, in ense of accident, to put his
affairs in order, and have his will signed and
sealed. An hour later, his opponent was nshered
into the presence of the mattre d’armes, aud in
answer to the latter’s inquiry as to the motive
of his visit, replied that he was on the point of
fighting » duel with one of the best swordamen
in the department, as he had reason to believe-—
the advocate Cazeneuve—~aud having no ex-
perience in such matiers, eame to him for ad-
vice. The mattre d'armes, who could hanlly re-
frain from laughing when he heard the name of
Cazeneuve, seeing the kind of individoal he had
to deal with, gave him precisely the sune in-
structions he had previously imparted to his ad-
versary, and, secretly resolving to be an unob-
served witness of the combat, dismissed hita.

On the following day both parties, acenn-
panied not only by their seconds, bat also by
their respective surgeons, arrived at the place of
rendezvous, and, obeying to the letter the direc-
tions they had received, placed themsclives at
the stipulated distance from each other, nssum-
ed the attitude agreed upon, and stood perfectly
motionless.  This state of things lasted for
several minates, sach supposing that the other
would advance, and not dariug for an instant
to chanye his position ; while the bystanders
looked onin mute amazement. At leagth, the
weight of the weapous began to tell ; the can.
stant tension of the arm had become =0 painful
a3 to be scarcely endurable, but they bore itlike
martyrs, until one of the seconds, chafing at the
delay, declared that if they were not satistied
their honour was, rud, with the concurrence of
his colleagues, insisted on their shaking handw.
*Ma foi "’ said Maltre Cazeneuve, when this
ceremony had been performed, 1 hadl noidea
that a duel was such hard work : 1| would &
thousand times rather plead for « dnzen hours
than fight as we have been doing for as many
minutes.”

[t isa woll-known fact that the best marks-
man's aim isoften unsteady when he has an ani-
mated target opposite him. One of thes
“ erack ** shots was showing off his skill before
a numerous company, and the ground was soon
strowed with the remnanta of the plaster figures
he had suceessively brought down. Al present
were in raptures except one &pectator standing
apart from the rest, who nfter each shot obsery-
ed in a perfectly audible tone, *“ He would not
do as much if he had a man facing him.”  Thix
remark, several times repeated at last so exas
perated the performer that he turned towanls
the speaker, and inquired if he would be the
man to face him *"’

‘ Certaluly,” was the reply, **and what is
more, you may have the first shot.”

As everyone was curious to witness the result
of this singular duel, the whole party adjourned
to the Bois de Vincennes, and, t&m worid huving
been given, the hero of the shooting-gullery
fired and nissed.

His adversary shrugged his shoulders, and
fired in the air.

“* What did [ tell you " he said, and walked
awdy as unconcernedly as if nothing had hap-
pened.

Examnples might be multiplied ad deandtum,
but we have anly space for one more, which is
tog good to be omitted.  Any one familine with
Parisian society fifty years ago'must remember
Choquart the most notorious duellist and impe.
cunious spendthrift of his day. Noone knew
how he contrived to exist, for he never appeared
to have a sou, and money, if by chauce fortune
happened to smile on him, melted in his hands
like snow in June. In 1832, shortly after the
accesion of Lonis Philippe, his exchequer being
at zero, he accepted an invitation to sup with
some literary friends, among those present being
a retired huissier nnmed Mouton,  In the course
of the ovening the conversation turned on poli-
ticw, and M. Mouton, who professed Republican
opinionus, imprudently alluded to Charles the
Tentl: ax an old idiot.  Hardly had he uttered
the words when Choquart, who war Legitimist
to the backbone, started up, and declured hiy
fntention of slitting the otfender's ears forth.

t BF forrerirvedond

with. Before, however, the guests conld inter.
fore, he sat down again, exclaiming in a tone
of despair : * But now 1 thinkof it, 1 ean't, for
1 owoe Mouton five franes, and ho must he paid
first.  Who will lend me five franes that §
slit Mouton’s ears 1*’

tu vaiu he npsumlml to the company, collet.
ivoly and individually ; one had vo change, an.
ather refused to lend money for snch o Purpose
aml Choquart at his wits' end, glared "“"“K"‘\;
at the unfortunate Mouton, who was half dead
with terror. At that moment in cane Vill,..
mot, the witty contributor to Figure,

“Villemot,” shouted Chogqunrt, “lend my
five francs that | may slit Mouton's ears v

“Don't lend hima son,” cried the others,

* They need uot have supposed me eapahin of
such n thing,” parenthetically remarks Vill..
wot, who himself tells the story ; ““as thu
period of my career 1 had the very best of reasons
for not lending money.”

At this juncture oue of the party, taking
Mouton aside, recomamended him, if he valyed
his eary, to offer Choquart an additional loan or
one  huudred francs, to which proposal the ey
hussier  reluctantly  agreed, and deawing tive
coinsg from his pocket, placed them on the tihle,
repeating what he had been told to say as if
were a lesson.,  Choquart, who had uever vvy
dreamt of possessing such a sum, after some de.
mur consented ta n temporary truce.  ** But e,
wember,” he added, in a menacing tone, ** 1.
day that | pay you the bundred Cno, hundsed
and five franca, your ears will be slig.”

Luckily for the recipient of this threat, 1l
day never arrived, for Choquart died before the
year was out; “and even if he had hveg”
sagacionsly remnarks the chronicler, "4 woyli
in all probability have made no great differen..
to Mouton.”
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VARIETIEN.

AX Eoglish exchange says 1'* Noaly'sark e
is an amusing novelty on the turf 1t was o
troduced at the Madras (Indiay fuir, and was o
handicap for all animals bred wn the conutry,
the competitors including butlidoes, elephar:.,
a goat, mm, emn, and elk, aod other ercatine.,
besides puntes and borses.  The elephanta wern
as »l:u'h} as if moving fu a marnage provessiat
amd went over the course at a quick walk,  Tno
ram and goat, risiden by two litgle boys, ray
well, and the butlidoes went at o good gallog,
hut the emu would net stir, neither would -
elk, unul the end of the race, when 1t ook
fnght and darted down the course st gros
speed. Finally, the ram was the winner, a hors
coming secomd, and a butfalo thind.

Tur FLESHNESy oF
beautilnl season of Life. Tt ts full of brightnes,
and radiant in swiles. It may well be o
parsd to s mountain fll that b jua L o
bubbling souree, which langhs and danees wlon
amnd the beauty and freshiness of the upiae
seenery, Kisving the flowers that dip their fra,
rant hips in its fuesl waves, and sy s tl e
glad sunshine Jet i throagh  the waving
branches above {8, befare it eeaches the great
mnddy stream to which 1t ix uneonacionaly haat
emng.  This freshoess and gladness that 0
inherent iu the youthinl nature choubd becarre i

What a eharm iz would qid

Yoras,  Yeuth ie

inta maturer life,
Lo suididle fife and obd age, 0 were 50 v
outgushing gpladsomeness, sulwdued by exper.
ience into a refined and happy tendersiess
would e like Howers and fruite dallying suod
the foliage of the same bongh.

I% the ** Sougs of Siogularity,” by a ** London
Hermit,” is o serepade i om fat, sang by Mues
Muarmaduks Muttinhead 1 Matemwowelle M
deline: Mondoss Marsintt :

My Madeline! my Mardelios ®
Maurk my melinlivue miduight moane |
Much muy Iny melting music mean,
My mudittated manatones,

My mapdolin's mild minatrelsy,
Ny mental mnasic magasine,

My mouth, my mind, my memory,
Muaet tningling suaringr ' Madelne '’

Mateh makiog mas may wmachinate,
Manmuvring misses e wmilnween,

Mere munsy may inake many mete
My smagie mafio's © Madeline

Mell, must meliillnous melody,
Midat Maerias auisty wnaste macine,
Must e i moontight—mairy me,
Madanaa mla—my Madeiine ¥

The WALKER HOUSE, Torouto,

This popular new hotel s provided with ol
maodern improvements ; has 125 bedroonss, com-
modious parloums, public and private dinimg-
rooms, sample rooms, and passenger clevator,

The dining-rooms will comfortably seat 260
guests, and the bill of fare is arknowledged to
be unexcelled, being furnishad with all the deli-
eacins of the season.

The location ix convenient to the prinuipnl
railway stations, steamboat wharves, leading
wholesale houses and  Parlinment Buildings.
This hiotel cotnmnandy a fine view of Toronto Bay
and Lake Ontario, readetiug it a pleasant resort
for tourists and travellers at all seasons,

Terma for honrd $2.00 per day. Speeinl
areapgements made with families gud  particy
remaining one week ur more.




