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THE LATE HON. HENRY
BLACK, C. B.

The demise of this distin-
guished jurist took place on
the 16th inst., at Cacouna,
where Mr. Black was staying
for the benefit of his health,

By hig death the Canadian Bar:

has suflcred a great loss. He
was deeply verged in maritime
Jaw and his opinion on legal
points of difficulty was held in

high esteem by the most emi- |

nent members of the profes-
sion. The Quawa Tixes takes
the foliowing particnlars con-
cerning Mz, Binck's career from
advance-sheets of Mr, Morgan's
forthcoming work, “The Men
of the Dominion.”

“ Mr. Black wae bora tu the
city of Quebee, of an Irish
motbsr and & Scoteh fther, He
becam s a pupil ofthe late Dr,
Wilkiv, at whose school the
Iate Mr. Andrew Stuart, Mr.
Chief Justice Duval, the late
Judge Aviwie, and many other
tminent pubiie men received
their education. It iz said of
nations that  those periods,
during which peace, prospority
aud contentmunt are generally
difused, are barren of cvedts;
so of the late Mr. Black, it may
te said that kis course thraugh
life was 8¢ unassuming and
biameless that it affords no
room for criticista, oppusiiion,
or even for extended commient
Edueated for the Bar, he uave
varly proois of. the possessicu
of taleuts of the highest order;
and, although he ascended st o
bound to the highest rank 1a
his profession, he, through the
modesty and gentleness of bis
demeanour, disatmed envy.
No man ever more thoroughly
possessed the gift of making
friends, nor can the writer of
these lines, who knew him jong
aud well, recal a single act vn
the part of Mr. Black, whick
conld have provoked animosity,
Mr. Black had not been long
at the Bar before he was retain-
ed in many cases of importanca,
Amongst others be undertook
to submit o the judgment of

THE

LATE JUDGE BLACK.

Avucusr 30, 1873

M e e,

the Court of King’s Bene
claim of the thux?Ju({;:Lol} ::m
Court of Vicc.Admimlt,y. :::
exact fees. The functionar
(the late Hon, James Kerr) why
received " o salary in licu o(;
fees,” had long leviod a heav
and onorous tax upon the ship.
ping, aud Mr. Black eventug))
compelled him, by logal eang
1o b content with hig salary’
In the infancy of the Colou;:
at n time when constitutiona|
maxims were ignored or evag.
ed, nud when all men clothed
with authority, but more 8-
peeially all Judgen, werg ounﬂ.
potent and irresponsible, (hiy
was a reanlt only to be achiey.
ed by the exhibition of great
courage, ability and persever.
ance; #od the inhabitants of
Quobec marked their appregi.
ation of Mr. Black's service by
presenting him with o gervice
of plata. When, upon the HUK-
pension of the Constitution of
Lower Canada, it was deemed
expedient to constitute, of the
leading men of the Provinge o
Speciul - Council, Mr. Black
could not be overlooked, and
he obtained in that body th,.
cousideration due w bis virtuey
and capacity, Upon the Unioy
he became & member for bLis
native city in the fimst Parlia.
ment, and the country owes to,
Lim all the improvement iy th..
Criminal Law, properly ealled
after him, # the Black Acts "'
an inestimable benent,

Upon the dismissal of the
late Hon, James Kopr, M
Black, designated by the pub.
lic voice, ag the ttest man for
the office, reczived the unean.
ditional appointment of Jud.r
Surrogate of the Conrt of e
Vice-Admiralty, In that situ-
ation be gained golden opiions
from all kindy of men. Hiy
conntrymun, the Anglo-Cana-
disns of Quebec, a class pre.
viously neglected to a certsin
extent, were edpecially proud
of him. They, at that time,
justly considered him as their
head ; and a3 disproving by
the whole tenor of his life, the
European assumption of intel.




