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CHRIST STANDING AND KNOCKING.

Behold, I stand at the door and kuock; if any man
hear My voice and open tho door 1 witl cone in to him
and wilraup with hins and he with Me.—~Rev. in. 20,

There is no mistake inore oasy and common with
men, aud certainly none more fatal, than to under-
valuo the sayings of Jesus, To hear and do His
sayings is to build an eternal mansion on the Rock
of Ages—to hear and do them not is to build our
house, embracing all vur timo and labor and skill
with all wo have or hope for in tuno and for
oternity, on sinking sand. His words are the foud
which shall feed and satisfy the human spirit for
over, for thoy aro spirit and they are lLfo, (John
vi, 63). His words shall awako all the dead and
bring the goed doers and the evil doers to the two
rosurrections; and the words which He has spoken
shall judge the hoarers in tho last day.

What a boon God has given us in His Buok
which contains a comploto record of Jusus and what
He has done and spokon. In it wo have the words
Ho spake to the multitudes and to His disciples
bofore His death, the words He used in prayer to
His Fathor and what Houttered when dying. Wo
havo His words to His apostles after His resurrec-
tion, and His lust measage and charge to them when
about to ascend to heaven. In this Book and in
this verse we havo the aayings Ho uttered over
sixty years nfter He went to heaven, whon He
descended to the lslo of Patmos to give to Hie
servant John His last revelation and to finish the
faith which He once delivered to the saints.

These words are very precious fo evory reader
Who duly cousiders that thoy were spoken by the
Conqueror of daath after He had beer: 30 long upon
His Father's throne worshipped by the highest
inhabitants of heaven, and whon He fiods in them
no lack of that pathes and yearning solicitude for
the loat, manifest in His Jament over Jorusalem
when on His way to Gothsemane and the cross.
Hin love for the lost still continues.

Behold, I stand at the door and knock, ete.
This settles the question

WHETHER GOD OR THE SINNER )OVES FIRST.

In his conversion God and not the sinner moves
first. Ho gave Ris beloved Son when no one
asked for s Suviour or sought after God. And even
in the work of conversion Jesus seeks the sinpor
before the sinner sceks Him. He standa at the
door and knocks. The apostles said little about
the sinuer seeking Jesns. Thoir great theme was
Jesus seoking the sivner. Would to God that
Jesus sceking the mnner was the burden of the
preaching uof to-day. He moves first. But the
sinaer must also move iu the matter.  Two things
are positively essential to His salvation. He must
hear the voice of Jesvs and open the door. Man is
uot a pieco of inert matter or a mero machine.
God has made him to bo His companion and placed
liim over His works, and thongh a fallen companion,
the blessed Jesus hers acknowlodges His munhood
and nobility, Maun’s beart is a palace worth dying
for, and Jesus cagerly scoks to enter it, Although
bolted and barred against Him he stands at the
dorr and knocks. The Maker permits man to hold
the key and will not furce an ontranco. It is the
diguity of man which makes him snch an object of
intorest to tho intelligences of the wniverso and to
the ““ Lord of all,”

Tho solicitude of Jesus is not contined to any
nation or class of men. Ho scoks the raco. ** If
any man hear My voice,” ote.  This is in beantiful
harmony with all gospe! teaching, Ho says of His
Father's affection, ** God so loved #he world,” ote.
When by the grace of God He tasted death it was
for every man.  His last message is, Go ye unto all

the 1ocldjand proach thoe gospel unto every creabure
and now, *“if acy man hoar My voice and open the
door [ will coma in to him, ete.

What Jests has doune and is doing for us are
unconditional. He died fur our sius and is pleading
with sinners without anything on our part only that
~o aro sinners  But what Ho promises to de fur
sinuers is conditional. Tt has an importaut if in1t.
Jesns has died for our sias and rizon for our justi
fication and now offurs salvation.  All this has beon
dous without ang action on our part, but we must
hear Him and open the door hefore He will savo us.

HuW DOES JESUS RNOCK !

By speaking to sinners, reasoning and pleading
with thom. Ho has something importaut to tell
thom. He has great offers to mako them, great
luve to reveal. They can accept these offers and
they can also reject them, Thoy have power tu
aceept of that wonderful love Hoe is waiting to
lavish upon them, and they have the power to
despiso and refuse1t. What Ho has to tell sinners
is that He died for their sins, according to the
scriptures, was buried and He vose again the third
day aceording to the scriptures. What He offors
is to forgive all their sins, to make them children of
God and give them His Holy Spirit to shed the
love of Gud abroad in their heart and to enable
them to gain eternal life. Thegospel is what Jesus
has to tell sinners and all the fulness of Gud is
what Ho has to offer. Just before He went 1o
heaven He declared the gospel (sometimes called
the faith) to the apostles, charged thom to preach
it 1o every creature, and solemnly promised to be
with them till tho end of the world, and to com-
plote His endorsement of them and prevent their
waking any mistake they were to tarry at Jerusalom
till they would be flled with the Holy Spirit who
would lead them into all truth, This all took
place, and every one who heard these ombassadors
of Jesus heard Jesus and also His Father. And
thosa that rejected them rejected Jesus and His
Father, Theiv preaching began at Jorusalem on
the very day on which the Holy Spirit came from
heavon and filled the apostles, but it is to spread
among all natious and to last till the end of time.
The men that first preached this gospel are dead,
but the gospel is not dead aud the Holy Spirit is
not dead, and Jesus is alivo and lives forevermoreo,
He now knocks at the door by that gospel and by
His Holy Spirit, though in person He is now in
heaven. By this we learn that the Holy Spirit by
the gospol persuades sinners to be reconciled to
God, and that no oneis saved but by His persuasion,
The Christian is inflnenced by the Holy Spiric and
the sinner is also influenced by the same Spirit,
and here we may notice the ditfcrence in this
respect between the Christian and the sinuer.

THE HOLY SPIRIT DWELLS IN THE CHRISTIAN BUT
NOT IN THE SINNER,

The Christian is a believer the sinner an unbelicver.
The ono walks by faith the other walks by sight or
sense. The Spirit is recoived by faith, he is not
received by sight or sense. He that belioves Jesus
can receive the Spirit, he that dves not belicve
Jesus cannot. Hear the Great Teacher on the
Comforter, ¢* Even the Spirit of truth whom THE
WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE BECAUSK IT SERKETH Hiym
NOT NEITHER XNOWETH HiM, but yo know Him
for Ho dwelleth with you and shall be in you,
(John xiv. 17). Here Jesus declares positivoly
that the world cannot receive tho Spirit, and gives
the reason because it sceth im not neither knoweth
Him. But the npostles knew Him becanso Ho
dwelt with them and in them. The Boly Spirit is
with and in them who bolioves in Jesus and walk

by faith.  Gud gives His Holy Spirit to them that
wboy ¥im. But, says une, the sinner can’t
believo in Jesus until the Spirit enters and prepares
his heart to receivo tho gospel. Nothing can bo

Ho tella us that the world cannot recoive tho Spix-it
and gives the reason, Lut becanse the world can
ceceive tho gospel Ho sends it to every man in the
world, and while Ho promiees tv save the vbedisnt
believer He pusitively declares that ho that belisvoth
not shall be damned. There is no hope, no romedy
fur tho unbeliever, 1f I wero to attempt to oppose
he Sun of God and His teaching, I know no other
way in which I could do it more readily than to
toll men that they could not believe Him until they
roceived Bis Holy Spirlt to prepare them to beliove
Elis guspel.  No, no, the Holy Spirit will not enter
nur dwell with the man that does not believo
Jesus, but the wrath of God abides on him. (John
i, 36),

But the beliover in Jesus receives the Holy
Spirit by faith, He hves and walks by faith,
tolding sweet comwmunion with God, and the Holy
Spirit bearing witness along with his own Spirit
that he is a child of God, filling him with joy
and peace—a sweet foretaste of the joys of heaven,
When the Holy Spirit, by the gospel, roasvns and
pleads with the sinuer there is o door between
them, and in proportion to the influence He has
upon the heart of tho inmate will he be inclined to
open the door. If the voico of Jesus outside is
heard by the inmate and he is unwilling to admit
the Redeomor the more determined he becomes
0 keop the dour barred. But if Ho is disposed to,
harken to Him who stands knocking and pleading
and who is so intensely anxious to save him that
He waits to bo gracious and will still remain at
the door telling the dying inmate how much His
[ather loved him and how freely He gavo the Son
of His love to bleed and die for his sins, telling him
the blessed consequence of him opening the door—
the inizate is moved. He rolents, His feelings to
God and Christ bocome changed. He would
like to have Christ as his guest were he only
worthy. But his hoeart is so hard and impure he
thinks it altogether unfit for a divino residence,
and ho wishes and prays to bo better so that he
might open the door. Jesus meets all theso objec-
tions by His voice. “Icame not ¢ocall the righteous
but sinners to repentance.” If any man hear My
voico and open I will come in to him, If a moral
wan, a good praying manlike Cornelius (Acts x.)
hear and open, that praying man needs Me, If a
bloodthirsty mac like Saul (Acts ix.) hear My
voice and open [ will come in and sup with him.
If a drunkard hear and open I will coms ia to hiin.
If a murderer hear and open I will come in to him.
None is so good a3 to get to heaven without Me
and none too bad to be cleansed 2nd pardoned
through the blood of My cross. I know all men,
died for all, and can meet the case of every man
who will open and let me in., I can cleanse and
alone.

HOW A MAN KNOWS NE IS OPENING THE DOOR FOR
CHRIST.

Many n one is puzzled hore how ho may know
that ho is opening his heart to the Son of Gud.
The Acts of Apostles is the baok God hus given to
show how men wero saved after Jesns' death and
resurrection, and how they opened their hearts
and received the gift of the Holy Spirit. The first
sermon was addressed to many bolted hearts.
Jeaus by His Gospel and Holy Spirit was pleading
outsido through His apostle. Ho showed the
people their sins which wore of the deepost dyoand
the glorious work of Jesus whom thoy had crucified,
whom God had raised and made both Lord and
Christ in the heaven. Their hearts relonted, they
wore pierced, they weie opencd. How was this
known to themselves, to the apostles, ** by this
sizn—** They said, men und brethron, What shall wwe
do?” They were anxious o do the will of the Savionr,
{0 give themselves whollyto Christ. This is the best
proof that any man can give of an open hoart,
They were told what to doin tho name of Jesus

more directly opposed to Jesus' teaching than this,

Christ, they gladly did it and they received the gift



