
THE CHRISTIAN.
Wh2. 'hd M, Ithe a!"ldjind pre-ach the igospel t4o cvery creature

and now, " if any man hor My voice and open the

ST JOHN. N. B., - . - - APRIL, 1880. door I ilil coeu' in ta himîî, etc.
Wlat Jetsu. has done and is doing fo us are

C I?iST STA NDIN'G A D ESOCKING. U.aiidiional. lie died fur our isiés ansd is pleading ,
wih sinners without anything on our part only that

Blehold, I stand at the door and knoeck; if any man 'e are siIIIIOTS But what Ho proises to de foi
Iear 7 vuic l openio tloor i wivii in tan riim sinnors is conditional. It has an important if in it.nnd will sup writh hliî and hù ivitht «e.-Dv. i. 20. Jess lias died for our sidis and ricsn for our justi

There is no miistake more easy and common with fication and now offsî salvativ. Ail this lia beenu
men. anil certainly noue more fatal, than t under- doue without any action on our part, but wu mnust
vale the sayinga of Jeans. To hear and do His hear lim and open the door hefore Ho aill savo us.sayings is to build an eternal mansion on the Rock
of Ages-to hear and du theum not is te build our Iuw DOES JESUS RNOCK
house, embracing ail our lime and labor and skill Sy speaing to sinners, reasoning and pleading
witl ail wo have or hope for in time and for with thems. Ho lias somethiug important ta tell
eternity, on sinking sand. Hs words are the food thmoi. ie lias great offera to mako thon, gruat
which shall feed and sastisfy tho hminman spirit for luve to reveal. They catn accept these offers and
over, for they are spirit and they are life. (John they can also reject theni. Thoy have pow'er ta'
vi. 03). His words shal awako ail the dead and acctpl of that voudorfuil love He is waiting te
bring the good doors and the evil doors te the two lavish upon them, and they have the pawer te
resurrections; and the words which lie has spokeni despise and refuse it. What Ho hias te tell sinners
shall judge the iearers in the last day. is that He died for their sains, according te the

What a beu God lias given us iiin His Bok scriptu.res, was buirie.d and He rose again the third
which centaine a completo record of Jesis and what day accordirg te the scriptures. What He offers
Ho lias donc and spokon. In it we have the words i8 te forgive all thoir sins, te nuake them children of
Ho spake te the mnultitude8 and te Bis disciples God and give thon His Boly Spirit ta shed the
before Ris death, the words He used iii prayer to love of God abroad in their heart and te enable
His Father and what Ho uttered when dying. Wo them te gain eternal lifo. The gospel is what J esus
have Hi8 ivords to Dis apostles after Bis resurrec. las te tell sinners and ail the fulness of God is
tien, and His last message and charge te ther wheu what He has te cffer. Jmnst before Ho wint to
about te ascend te hoaven. Jn this Book and in heaven Ho declared the gospel (sometimes called
this verse we have the sayings He uttered over the faith) te the apostles, charged them to preach
sixty years a fter He went te heaven, when He it to every creature, and solemnly prouised te bo
descended te the l e of Patmos te give to Hie with them till the end of the world, and te con.
servant John His last revelation and te firsiali tihe pleta His endorsement of them and prevent their
faith which Ho once delivered te the saints. mnaking any mistake they were te tarry at Joruisalorna

These words are very precious le evory reader till they would be filled with the Holy Spirit who
-who duly considers that they were spokei by the would lead the'n into aIl truth. This ail took
Conqueror of death after He had been se long upon place, and every one who heard those ombassadors
His Father's throne worslipped by the highest of Jesus heard Jesus and aise Ris Fathur. And
inhabitants of heaven, and when He finds in them thoso that rejected them rejected Jesuîs and His
no Jack of that pathos and yearning solicitude for Father. Thmeir preaching began at Jerulsalems un
the lost, nanifest in 'Iis lainent over Jerusaiems the very day on which the Holy Spirit came froin
wheu on His way tu Gothsenane and the cross. heavon and filled the aposties, but it is te spread
Hin love for the lost still continlues. among ail nationis and te last till the and of time.

Behold, I stand at the door and knock, etc. The mon that firat preached this gospel are dead,
This seules the question but the gospel is net dead aud the Holy Spirit la

WHlETIIER OOD Ot THE SINER MOVES FIRST. net dead, and JesuS is alive and lives forovermoro.
In his conversion God and not the sinner moves He now knocks at the door by that gospel and by

fi-st. He gave His beloved Son wheun no ont Ris Holy Spirit, though in person He is iow in
asked fora Saviour or sought after God. And even heaven. By tlis we learn that the HEoly Spirit by
in the work of conversion Jeus seeks the sinnor the gospel persuades siinners to be reconcdled to
before the sinner seeks Him. He stands at the God, and that no ene is saved but by His persuasion.
door and knocks. The apostles said little about The Christian is isnfluenced by the Boly Spirit and
the sinner seeking Jesuis. Thoir great theme was the sinner is also inflienced by th same Spirit,
Jeus seeking the sinnier. Would to God that and bore we îmay notice the diffrence in this
Jeans aeeking the snner was the burden of the respect between the Christian and the sinner.
proaching of to-day. He moves first. But the TUE HoLY SPIRIT DWELLS IN THE CHRISTIAN BUT asmanir must asiso ove iii the matter. Two things NOT IN THE SINNERI.
are i)ositively essential to Ris salvation. He muat The Christian i a belierer the sinner an unbelicuer.hear the voice Of Jesuis and open the door. Man is The ono Walks by faith the other walks by sigh or t.
lot a piece cf imrt nbe er or a mor machine. sense. The Spi-it is rcecived by faith, ho is niot 1Gd has madle hlm te ho fHis companion and placed received by sight or sense. He that believes Jes ahim over Bis works, and thongh a falleun companion, can receivo the Spirit, he that does net believe r

the blessed Jetaus hors acknowledges Bis manhood Jesus cannet. Hlear the Great Teaches on the aand nobility, Man's heart ie a palace worth dyin2 Coinforter, " Even the Spirit of truth hM TuS s
for, aid Jesîs eagerly sooks to enter it. Aithough WORLD CANNoT RECEIVE BECAUsx IT SEEEETi HuI Jbolted and barred against Him ho stands at the NOT NEITIIER (NoWETI fixas, but yo know Hin edoor and knocks. The Mskcsr permits man to hold for He dwelleth with you and shall be in yon. pthe key and will net force an ontrance. It is the (John xiv. 17). lore Josus declares positivoly t
digmity of man which makes him such an object of that the world cannot receive the Spirit, and gives
:Intorest te the intelligences of the universo and te the rason becatse it seeth Ilim lot eit/er knoweth
the "« L >rd of ail,".C hi. But tie apostles knew limu bocaus Ho aThe solicitude of Jesis mie nt cestined te any dwelt with thimiu and in thom. The Roly Spirit la knation or class of menm. Ho seoks the race. " If with and in them who belioves in Jeus and walk i
anv imai hear My voice," etc. This is in beautifuil by faith. God gives His Holy Spirit te them that :charmony with ali gospel teaching. Ho says of Bis -,boy IIim. But, ssYs -. a, tIe siniser can't te
Father's affection, " God so ioved thse world," etc. believo in, Jesus tintil the Spirit entera and propaet pr
When by the grace of God Ho tasted death it was lis heart te 5receive the ospel. No!h n hoar T!
for eeerp mans. Bis last message is, (10 ye unto ail more directly opposed te Jesus' teaching than this. C

He telle us that the World cannot receivo the Spirit

and gives the reason, but because the world can
recoive the gospel Heo sonde it te every man in the
world, and while He promises tu save the obsdient
believer He positively declares tht hie that believoth
net shalil be damned. Thera is no hope, ne romedy
fur the unbliever. If I wore to attempt te oppose
lhe Son of God and His teaching, I know no other

way in which I could do it more readily than te
êell men that they coumld not believe Hima until they
received Bis Holy Spirit teprepare them te believo
His gospel. No, ie, the Holy Spirit will not enter
nur dwell with the man that does not bolieve
Jesms, but the wrath of God abides on him. (John
mmi. 3(1),

hut the believer in Jes receives the Holy
Spirit by faith. HO lves and walks by faith,
holding sweet communion with God, and the U.oly
Spirit bearing witness alotig with his own Spirit
that lie is a child of God, filing him with joy
and pOace-a sweet foretasto of the joys of heaven.
\Vhen the Holy Spirit, by the gospel, reasons and
pleads with the sinuer there is a door betweoon
them, and in proportion te the influence He bas
ipon the heart of the insmate will ie be inciied te
open the door. If the voice of Jeans outside i
heard by the inimate and he is unwilling to admit
the Redeemer the nioreo deteriined ho becomes
ce keop the dour barrod. But if Ho is disposod te.
harkens to Hics who stands knocking and pleading
and who is so intenisely anxious to save hics that
[le waits to be gracious and will still romain at
the door telling the dying iniate how much His
F ather loved him and hiow freely He gave the Son
of Hiu love to bleed and die for hie sins, tellinsg him
the blessed consequence of iim opening the door-
the inmlate is mnoved. He relents. Ris feeliiigs to
God and Christ become changed. He would
like tl have Christ as his guest were ho only
worthy. But his ieart is o hard and impumre ho
thinks it altogether unfit for a divine residence,
and ho wishes and prays te be better so that ho
miglt open the door. Jeaus meots all these objec-
tions by His voice. "I came net to call the righteous
but sinnera to repentance." If any man hear My
voeict and open I will come in to hics, If a moral
man, a gond praying man like Cornelius (Acta x.)
lioar and open, that praying man needs Me. If a
blooidthirsty man like Saul (Acts ix.) hear My
voice and open f wili come in and sup with him.
If a drunkard hear and open I will crme le to hun.
If a murderer hear and open I wili comte in te him.
None is so good as te get to heaven without Me
and none tee bad to bo cleansed and pardoned
hrough the blood of My cross. I know ail mon,
lied for ail, and can uneet the case of every man
Who will open and lot me in. I cani cleanso and 1
Iibne.
HoW A NlAN KNoWS nB IS OPENING THE DooR FoR

Many a one is puzzlod lier how ho may know
hat lie is opening his hoart te the Son of God.
Tho Acta of Apostles ia the beo God has given te
heow how men were saved after Jesus' death and
esurrection, and how they opened thoir hearls
nd received the gift of the Holy Spirit. Thu first
ermon was addressed to many bolted searts.
esis by Ris Gospel and Holy Spirit was pleading
utsido through His apostle. Ho showed the
eople thir sins which were of the deepost dyo and
ho glorious work of Jesus whom they had crucified,

.hem God had raised and made both Lord and
hrist in the ieavon. Their hearts rolonted, they
ore pierced, they we:o opened. Flow was tihis
nown to themseives, to the apostles, ", by this
oii-"Thieysaid, nyon und brothron, What shtal se
îl" They were «nsxious to do the wvill of the Saviour,
gie themselves wholly to Christ. This is the best
,of that any man caa give of an open heart.
hiy wte tld what te de in th came f Jeus
is-ist, they Riadiy did it and tboy s-ecoived the gif t
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