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DEGINNING OF VOLUME I/1.

Our readers will please uotice that with this
aumber commences Volume III.  From the re-
ports given at our last Anmual it will be clearly
scen that, financially at least, our puper has been
‘o suceess. At the close of Volume L., after meet-
ing all its liabilities, it had to its credit in the
bank $100.00.

ville the question was discussed as to what should

At the yearly meeting in Leonard-
be done with this surplus. Some suggesting it be
used for the improvement of the paper—make it
larger, or a semi-monthly; others that it be placed
in thef treasury of the Board for missionary pur-
poses,
going brethren thought that possibly the second

But some of the more careful and safe-

year would sce a deficit, and that the money might
be needed to meet it. It was finally decided to
leave the money in the bank for the year. But the
report at the close of the second year gave such
assurance of success that it was decided that the
$100.00 of the first year, with its accumulated in-
terest, he expended in the missionary interest;
that one-third of it be forwarded to the Mis-
sionary Board of P. E. 1., and that from one to
two hundred extra copies be struck off each mouth
and sent gratuitously (when requested by some
friend or agent) to familics desiring, but unabie to
take the paper.
thanking our friends for the many words of en-

Now we take this opportunity of

courngement sent us, for their efforts to circulate
and make interesting the columns of our paper,
and we trust that the year upon which we now
enter will witness even a greater activity in making
this feature of our work a power for good.

LEDITORIAL,

CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY MORE
THAN A DUTY.

A PRIVILEGE

Tight.” We understand Iis yoke to be the action,
‘by which the true believer puts on Christ, and His
bLurden to e all things which he bas esrmended
thoce to obrerve who have taken His voke. While

His yoke ir easily urderstond 2nd accepted, His , lying to the MHoly Spirit and in keeping back part
«~ommandpients are so free from tyranny, so good

and wise, that His people love them. e is a
‘king who arderily loves Hissubjects; and Ilis sub-
Jjeeta aro a willing prople. They can neither necept
or enjoy the gervice of another.

Christ has cheerfully given up everything for our
salvation, sud for the salvation of the whole world, |

| Joy stirs the very hearts of angels, and they rejoice

) aud asks us to give cheerfully of our time and sub- ' Whooever faithfully studies the Bible and con-
| stance, that the world may know and enjoy that | trasts covetousness with Christian benevolence will
! salvation. This e requires of us for the very best | strive and pray to bo delivered from onc and
of reasons,  First, that ITe may lavish His love upon | enabled to practico the other, Its last lesson on
I us, How can He love thuse who refuse to give to | the subject is in the 25th of Matthew, telling us
| Hi, ur who give rcluctantly, secing that e gave | what will most certainly take place 1n the last

up fur uthiers all He had, and then gave Himself? | judgment  The King will gather all nations be-
| Secondly, o ushs vur cheerful offetings, that we | fore Him and place onelpurt un Iis right hand, the
may De like Himself. Ilis love cannot Le satisfied { other on His left. IIe will sny to those on His
unless we bear His hmage, and all our truining on | right, **Comne, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
carth louhs to that ume when we shall see um as | kangdom prepared for you from the foundation of
He is, and be like Him. tho world: ForI was hungry and ye gave me meat;

Again, le requives cheerful giving from 1lis [ thirsty and ye gave me drink; naked and yo cloth-
people hecause of its benign influence on all con- | ed me. I was a stranger and ye took mo in,” &e.
cerned.  The needy rejoice when their wants are | * Then shall He say to them on the left hand, Depart
supplied, especially by the hands of loving breth- | from mo ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared for
ren. They glorify God for llis rich grace which |the devil and his angels. For I was hun-
can move others to deny themselves to assist them. | gry and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty and ye
When men are saved by the Gospel of Christ their | gave me no drink: A. stranger and yo took me not
in,” &e., &e.  Our Judge here faithfully shows us
the hinge on which will turn our cternal destiny.
Can we now afford to withhold from Christ what
Ile requires of us and in that day mect the conse-
quence?  Although we may not now remember our
actions, they are all open and naked to the cyes-of
Iim with whom we have to do, and they will be
read by Ilim in- the judgment-day.

When the cause of Christ appeals to us for aid
we stand on critical ground.  If we think of hard
times and the many demnands which we are in duty
bound to meet and conclude that we can’t give, or
at best, can only give a little to llim who gave
ITimself for us, will we be blest of Iim here or in
the judgment? If we give because ¢ we can do so
without feeling it,” will that be aceeptable? Or if
we give merely to escape a dun ‘‘entreating that
the word should not be spoken to us any more,”
orif we give ‘“to be seen of men,” can we in
cither case expect the approval of Christ and re-
gard our actions as Christian liberality?

Christ always enjoined on His followers self-denial
to do good to others, even their enemies, that they
may be like their Father who gives rain and sun~
shine to the just and unjust. 1I¢ Himself on the
road fo the cross often stopped to relicve the needy.
IIe cheerfully healed the sick, the lame, the blind,
and wept with the sons and daughters of sorrow
even when about to dry their tears. IIe forgave
all who sought IIis favor, and thus sowed the
seeds of the benevolent plans which rise around us
in His Church to relicve the distressed and to let
all nations know who IIe is and what He has done
for their salvation. He told others to carry the
Gospel to us when we were without God, and hav-
ing reconciled us to ITimself through Christ He
commands and entreats us to send it to others for
the same purpose.

The sympathy of liberal brethren often cheered

over them, and if true happiness springs from hap-
pifying others, and if -*it is more blessed to give
than to receive,” what must their joy be whom God
employs to relieve the sufferers and to carry to the
dying Ilis messages of life and love? IFor it must
ve remembered that lost sinners never go after the
gospel to find it, and angels never carry it to them,
but God gives this blessed privilege to His child-
ren. Christ is over all most blessed, because 1le
is always enriching others with ITis fulness, and
can be enriched Mimself by none. Ile blesses Xis
people both in receiving and in giving, but the
giver is more blessed, beeause he is more like his
living Lord. No happiness can cqual the luxury
of doing good. :

No Christian can afford to keepback his property
from the cause of his Redeemer, or to live without
self-denial for the good of others, It is a priceless
privilege lor the poorest to put into the Lord’s
treasury. The porr widow illustrated this; her
two mites was a small offering in the sight of men
who would stand by ready to upbraid her for
ostentation and imprudence; but it was large, very
large, in his sight who knew the blessedness of
giving all he had for such a purpose.

Covetousnes is the very opposite of Cluistian
liberality, and holds high rank among the crimes
of all ages. Wherever we read in the Bible a sum-
mary of sins against God or men, this crime takes
a leading place. It brought forth sin in Eden,
whence followed ‘“death and all our woes.” It
distinguished wicked men in 01d Testament his-
tory  Balaam, through love of gold, attempted to
curse the people of God, and when he failed in
this he was successfulin another plan. ““He tanght
Balak to cast & stumbling-block before the children
of Isracl, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to
commit fornication, and there fell of them in one

I tie as to assume the most pleasing forms, and it

I - N

‘noaree murder ard taeft and other crimes.
I wirked Dblessoth the covetous whom the Lord
I abhoreth.® Tt is so shameicss s to chow its face

Jesus aays, ¢ My yoke is easv, and My burden is ' ormify ia exhibited in the professed friends of Jesus

i of the price.

day threc and twenty thousand.” It gave distinc-
tion to Pharoah, Achan, Ahab, Gehazi and Saul
as monuments of Divine displeasure. Tt is so sub-

the great heart of the apostle Paul, whether it was
shown in relieving poor brethren or ministering to
his own wants when preaching the Gospel, To
the church at Philippi he writes, ¢ Now ye Philip-
pians know also that in the beginning of the Gos-
pel when I departed from Macedonia no church
communicated with me as concerning giv-
ing and receiving, but yeconly. For even in Thes-
salonica ye sent once and again to my necessity, not
because X desire a gift, but X desire fruit that may
abound to your account. But I bhave all, and
abouund, Tam full, having received of Epaphroditus
the things which were sent from you, an odour of
a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing
wute God.™ Tle rejoiced in *“ the things sent” not
so much as a desirable gift, for he couid and-wil-
Jingly would labor with his own hands to meet
his wants, but he rejoiced mostly because they were
nn odour of & sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable,
well-pleasing to God, and being the fruits of the
Holy Spirit springing forth from loving hearts,
*‘WOULD ABOUND TO THEIR ACCOUNT.” Phi.iv.15-18.
D. C.

gains the applauge even of those who would de-
“The

in the very presence of fIim who is the embodi-
ment of disinterested love. Its heaver-daring en-

' on cither side of Iis eross. For -thirty picces of
silver Judas betrayn his Lord. And just after Hia
resurrection Ananias and Sapphira join those whe
were giving their all for Christ but persisted in

How dreadful the crimes which
could he committed by Jesus’ professed fricnds
underthe very shadow of the crose and how unpard-
ouable their nature wken condign punishment mus .
be intlicted even by Him w}lq pled fdrqnd obtainect
the salvation of His murderers. Covetousness,
was quite able to produce.these crimes,




