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What. il iay bu asked, han a journal
devoted to finanîce and commerce to say
about Chîristmias 1 It wili bie saisi that IL
N ail very weli for tie clergy in their pul'
pits4 and Lie editors of the orditiary news.
palbers, winosc SoieC 1% no exteridcd and
wliose field b- .so comprehensive, sud %%-lo,
ior4Lo% er, are àtlways; glad of soinething to
break he compîiarative îioiotony of their
daliy routinec, te devote saine of thei.
,%îace to a talk about the great fetitival of
Ciirkilis#it 1. Fuor oiir part, we îirahcst
ngainis. ti ieisig left out. WVe nmay possibly
niake fê.*w îretensions to plety ; wc niay
liold our own ii.<hs'idual viewt; as to misnor
queý ioîs of tlîcoloîzy alla sectarianlsin ;
l>ut svc caîmiiot forget thc old, old ntar>' of
the atîgel sisessengcrs, nor can we affect. ta
ignore Uic ?act tlîat there was at one time
a balte boni li Ilthleieîin whoe bârtitand
it% surrotisidliiig-§ wcre différent ta tiiose of
nos' other. We )lîave, ail of us, herd frram
nitr chiildhoosi iliat au lie grew up. thaugh
lie iniglît ii iîany other rertpect-s have
beurn like uther boys, lie llved a life like
tu ttiat of noe oilir, thla lie spake as lio
aLlier boy or mas evcr did, that lie sut
ftred andu died Initier tic iniost palnful and
iiîotîiîiotis circuîîistancem, Set. that teo
day, tliougli miore Vhan eighteesn centuries
have liassed, lie is bt iii lield in liallawcd
renicînlîrance by the truest and bcst inen
and wanieî of tie wvorld.

Tiis maîlie .lemusî s rcally and truly be.
lieved lii liv lunircds anîd thousands as
tic one wlio liaq %aved thiie froin their
sins and the attendant conncqucnces, lias
glvets tiîeîu a hope for the hereatter, for
thcir iiappiîics% ii %hich It is tlîcir duty
to -itrivc. Wh'latever tiierc inay bie li ail
tiii, IL lias iîcverthless raiged the aspira-
tiauîs o! ail tliosc idia have beeza lrouelît
Lindcr what arc ternied Cliitian in-
ulocuices and the c..anîpie wiichic liian
of Gallc set in his iiolicitude for the ssci.
faire of oUics liam bccn Ui tcns of mial.-
inic wlioic-soulcd meni ont of mny, Whîo,
svliaxcs'or thiir ilaturai good <jualiice,
iiiglit neyer have been ledl tu belcvc in The
ail ccnîprcliensive lrotlierlàcod of hunian
ity. The proclamiations of. the Dacalague
given aîuid the tiiunderlngs otSinal hiave
neyer been mxade se effective a-, ly Uic ex
amplecof ilieir observance set b)y Ilini, whc
liresuisicd ta hîorsor God as is fathcr, and
as lit wcnt about doing goad daily cm
pIias.qcd tii. tact that even the racancal
alaîî losvst ot the community wcre Heh
ljrethren.

Chriatianity, as IL exiata, bias done nincl

for comimere. IL lias bec» the mentis of loslng confidencee lit this ane a! the most
crcat iiig confidece in oîîo atiotlîer, anid a imiportanit o! thîir instltutions-the mare
measture of considcratioîi for tiosu wvlio s0 shice prier ta Lue yeai' utider revlew,
werc îîot.the niîost successfîii ii iliir as'o. the average nuniber of fallures was only
cations, and, niorcas'er. litt oiiciid LIT anîd six or iieven per anur. Tue différence
given a titabillty to romiiiities trat, lire betwceen sevtiS alla forty-one is remark.
rcîiowned tlîe worid over for svlat, iiay abîle belti froni thie pointof view ofnumber
be ternied the busiîicss probity of tîteir ani tic tapfital lnvolved. As IL lis the cus-
people. F r tlîcsc alla maiîy otiier reaIsoîs tomu. aîlîiost cvcrywherc, ss'len a disaster
ive would join our tribute to tlîat of tic lias occurred, te geck ta place the blanie
nhlc1 lerus aîd Cie whenin ianîd, rcchloitig osn soiiie*nncs. siîoulders, se In the present
the angel's mjessage of Pecnte anîd <ood- insrtance al scapegoat bail ta lie faund and
will, volti say we %vigil ta 211ILa Ilappy Uic Coîîtroller hiîiself, lion. E. S. Lacey, Is
Clîristmnas. saisi to bu the caming victirn.

CI VIL SIfEtrl-'i JiRIOl.I. ?'IIE U. S. ANi) SOIJTI! AMERIC.

True Domnionai Govcnîî îîîcit lias, ilt wotild
appear. unulertakci aiotiier liiece o! civil
service reforîuî, andi tlîe oriles ks aboaut ho i
go fords tuat Uie ollicers wlio are toii.h
ployed ii Lie public departiiîeits at Ot-
tawa mnust spend a larger pîortionî o! tlîcir
Limie nL tlîcir deskîi iiati tlîcy are accus- 1
touicd to <laount îîreseîi. Il. N 1eirl.
understood tiîat tue pulic .îervatit nt
lieadqsiarters lias a "sof t job)," anîd ail
thiiigs conbidered. suei lias lieei the cn.se.
le lias 1,ractically geste to %s o'k %%)test lie
picasied, anid -îtut ni) bhiiol "vî ies h
chose, titis buing particularI3 the c.te of
tue mnets belonging tu ii Iiigier grales
tîjoe, ln tact. wslo hiave becai drawiiig t lie
iargest salariex. Tt îs cuîîiiciiti' prolier
thatthe hesi sud mo4tL expîerieuice( inecu
abîoula have tio hiliest lias and ie bL
jobs ; but ss'len tue oiliciai piîtîs fali ta
favorites or pensons wlioscosl 011>.u:lifica
tions iii political partizauislip the Ilie i
country lias tha riglit ta dcîîaid that thec
greatest possible aîinotintL cf work slîould
be cxacted front tlîcîî. With tiie politi'
cal part iYaus theiruuicrih. is that tliuy have
done soniethiig that. lias baid special inî*
flucîîcc lui tlisar Ilîîg tlîc s%5lîes of aL leabu.
c portion of tie coniîîuunit) vthichi k

coiiipoilcd-wsil>N îîîIl> to ia> i prahior.
thon toss'ard8 the mintenanice of meni
su'iose siesss are nt the anutipode% of tlîein
oss'il.

t7. S. BA~ NK Fil IL '1rES.

i)uriîîg thie >ear cîîdisîg October 3s
last, as is -iliosvii b> tlîe repuort of tise Cotg-
troller ot Curresicy in tie Uniited States,
thirhy-threc niationial banke failed, ofily
seven liaviîig lîeti able te rcauuilic lîusi.
îicsq, the reniaiiidcr beiîig disastrous tail.
ure. The oli'iial figures shlow thiat duning
the tsvclvc iiue'tlis uînder reviews, .11 os.
ciatioiis Svc.i iuitc voluniary liquidtion
alla 25 becaie insalvcîîh. 111tesa,
pcriod, uu:î nev associations wece organ-
Izecl, liosscssiig ail uggregatc capital et
8'20,00,000, tlius cxlîlbiting a grawtlî
largcly in excess of the annual average for
pabt, ycars. The gaina for the twve
uionthit sas 127 batiks witil a capital at
S,3,OOO. Thle statcînentý apparcntly

3adsqfactory as iL îîay bc traont ile point of
viesv et aggrcgatc Increase ever and above
lasses sustainei, auaply deninstrates tlîe
nccessity that exists for refozavi,. au.Coli
nidcrlng ^Il that lias been gala, even by
Anierican authoritics as te the systcmn

iobtaining Ini tic Domîinion, cur ncilhbort;
ilght with advantage laok te Canada,

i sInce the American public are rapidiy

'lo ail alpcearaîîces, the Uniited States,
iil ail the preiîarationq and arrange.

,,iltsh miade at the Washîington conven.
Lioni to sectire the trade o! the South
Aiîîericati repulîlics, aire likely te conîcout
IL, tise muit enîd of the hein. Thîey
la%#e Uîorouglily anitagonized Chili as svel
)y ilieir stîibsequcnt attitude towards that
îrouidpenple.as lîytie caurfe cf Bfiniater
legais aîid the Aniîcrican admirai on that
,itntioii slio i% eonclusively proveis te have
flayed Uitc rcs4iccLable spy " Ia tle In-
terets of tic tyrasît flalinaceda. The
utlier cousitrics ta tlîe south have not been
avlioll) utaititercstcd spectators cf al] itis,
tîd vshat, thec conmnercial result svill be,
il. is sery ens3 ta antîcipate. In Europe,
to. des1iite the power of the Amnerican
iiog ani tue imîportance cf the wheat In-
tcrcst. the .inieric-aiis are Set a long way
ufi' outrisaliing Great Britain and hier
colonies in inatters of trade.

1'1IE Z.JIlESrI)UIAR> CASE.

Cliief.]usticcSirMý%atUiew legbiehashad
before mii tlie report of the assesars on
the Adnîiralty rase of the SS. Zamibesi
alla tlî c .lsooner Faaîny Dutard, the lat-
ter of ssliicli tante loto collision with the
V/aimlîesi, %s'ltch regeued lier. Eachi vessel
succi the atlier for damages, -whlle the
Zaînbes! taooî action for saivage. Ille
assessars rcportcd Vint. Lue fault ' ay wlLh
tie M)itard ivlicli, afier the collision, could
not have beexi navigatcd into port with-
eut assistatice. Tue Cliiet .'tustlce rXIled
tlîat boh parties ss'erc respanisibie far the
daninge. tlîe Zamibesi liavin;z been golng
liai! splecii ahe im ne of the accident. Fe.
lliowcver, awarded fivc.eighiths cf the
valut! of the scliooner to the. captain and
mcen cf tîte Zatulbesi for salvage.

Wî"TII its aCCUs§toined cnterPrlse, our
contenîporuiry, Uic Thuics. liat got out a
special Christmas number, whicb, taken
altogetiier. is as good a production of the
kind as caui %ell bc desircd. In the first
place, IL is wcli printed and, of course, bias
a stylisl appearance, which la lu no waY
detracteil trom by the literary matter or
the artiitic niernt cf the Illustra-
tions %vlicl, inorcover, ame samonable
anul at tlîe saine Unes of luatarest
to Victerians. 31.. Templeman a.nd &Il
who a'r.asociated wlth hlm in bi* work
have reassan1o congrutuilate themulves on
tlieir success. which la subst.antially mani-
fèsted by tic supporters of Victou'la7s In-
iluential e.rcning newlipaper.


