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away before we can reRsonably look for the destruction of the world.
Or again, wlieii we consider the. enorinous mass of coal wliich the
earth coritains, -%vhieh is capable (as we 'will show hereafter>, of sup-
plying ait the possible wants of man for thousands of ycars to corne,
we tlhink it contrary te ail reason te look for the end of the world
until there le a prospect of its being exhausted. lIn fact, we thik
the coal mieastirca are a "material guiarautee" of the continuance
of the preseut state of thiiigs for a long tisse te coule. P. T. 0.

IIISTORY MND IIISTORLANS.
We tliink the great sud good Dr. Arnold is riglit when lie main-

tains that history ia zonerailly undervalued, sud we think lie is also
rigbt in the reason ho gives for this-tir.t it is seldoni rihtly
studied. Forsserly, when history meant rnercly a collection of facta
chronologically arranged, the main requisites for a historian were
opportunity of researchi, and a truthful, or at lest a pleasiugy narra-
tion of wvhat lie bad to relate. Lndeed, tbe word truthful Miglit
almost be left eut, for iu those early. tisses, corresponding t.0 the
childhood of individuals, wbeu every tale that charmas la believed,
no one enquired too strictly into the truth of the tale, soit wvas but
pleasing; and even now, after the insect eye of the critie bias beeu
so loug at work, we littie dreain how mauy events and cbAracters
thst are Ilfarniliar in orir moutha as houseliold words.Z' are more
myths after ail.

Now, however, that the geulus of history bas taken lier seat
of equality among lier sister sciences, 8he requires something more
froin lier higli priests than a more recitail of lier triumphs. Sho lias
mysteries, deep as those of Isis, te be, expounded,-sequences, of
cause and cifect se intricate that a Bacon or a Newton miglit throw
Up the task in despair,-yet an aimn ini view, sud a means of at-
taiuing it.

The firat historiana were not writers at al], but minstrels. The
frensy-:fired bard, wlio sang the elories of the classic pantheon-of
the demnigoda of Ilremotest eld;' the weird Eubates, who, grimly
chanted their quaint triade in the oaken shades of Gatil sud Albynn;
the Skald, of the rude north, whe rhapsodised, in wild numbers,
over the triumphs of 0din the mighty, sud Freya the fair-the Jove
sud Venus-of the North, or inspired the Vikingir and Bersekir with
emulation of the heroes of a stili eider and fiercet age ; the Gaelic
harper, wlhe hymned lu heathy gicu the prowess of Fingal sud his
brother chief- -those dauntlesa sons.cf Erin green sud IlCaledonia
stern aud wild ;" the Saxon gele-eman, who rhymed of liengst the in-
vader, sud Alfred the truth-teller; sud, the more sssooth-tongued
troubadour sud trouvere, 'who immortalized in their knightly
Nornian, or souerous Provencal, the deede of Roland and of Char-
lemagne, and Ilmany a paladin sud peer :" these were the foster
fathers of history, wheu she was wrapped in the swaddling-clothes
of tradition and sweet legeudary lore.
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