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THE BURNISE, FA'M\ILY.

A PRIZE STOItY PUDLISIIIDB 111FIS SCOM~S11 TE3IPERANCE LEAGUE.

ClUAPTEIL IL

â 1ck rit ý3ornr, aib ilt ricettis.

"IJ will flot CIO it.
Lest 1 surceae tu lionor ine own truth,
ilitl teacla ,ay soul sottie iuaost itiliteat baseates."

Deatb brings stillness into most dwellings; flot so in tItis. Calmn and
quietude were ihings unkraown in Racket Row. Had Mr. Alterton sup-
posed, at the commencement af his wife's illncss, that it would so soan have
cndcd fatally, hie would have takera, as was bis wont cvery surtmr, a
country bouse, and naovcd bier to it. But MIrs. Altertan had long been
one of those invalids subject to the ficquent and violent autacks of seme
anysteriaus malady, frein which site often as rapidly recovered; and a usual
coflsequecfl was, tbat the family, amid their sympathy, ceased ta feel any
vcry treat alarran on bier account Her illness went by the comprehiensive
naine af "«spasms," andi Susan, cvcr voluble, stoppcd in lier wvceping for the
dcad, to assure Ntabel that everything bad beurt tried for licr relief; and
certainly, if doctors and doses, and light w~ine to thin the bload, and rich
cordials ta invigerate the systcm, raiîd spirits to promote circulation, and
beer to give a tonte, and compounds tu producc local beeit, could cach in
turn or altogetber bave cradicated these spasms, Mrs. Alterton would flot
have gone to the grave the .ictim af diseasc-ar remedies.

IlDid she ever try doing witbout tbese stimulants?" said 1label to Susan
during the first strange Sabba:b marning at honte.

IlNo, indecd, MNiss. or she'd a been dcad many a ycar agane. She iras
kep alive by thes yer little cornirns; and I will say this, master, thnf hc's
queesy hissel, and takes next Io none, hie neyer begrudged missus; and hie
ait not, for the consara was he'n 1"

"«Yoa lived with my mothcr-with IM Altcrton when she was Mrs
Homcastle, Susan?'

4,Oh, and alore tbat, Miss, when she were Mrs. Swift. Wby, 1 mind
,when mnssus mothcr, widder Blythe, used to keep this place; it was a brisk,
trade, rayihcr low, only a public bousc then. Slic dicd, and lcft two dar-
ters, ane a baby, barn tOurT munths aftcr Mm. Mlythes deatb. Mliss Jane
was scvcntecn, and married Switt, partly to plcase bier inother, wba, 'whcn
she vas a-dying, wantcd ta ]cav~e bier dartcr witb a purteckter-and a prctty
punelckter bie provcd. Wihy, bce drank hisself mnad in less than twa vear.
Not but what hae wcre fond af missus; but lie couldn't carry bis drink some-
hou'. Ah, this bouse was gay, and no niistaltc, while missus w.is a widdcr
tht iirst îinic! Icoar dear! If you'd a seen lier in lier widdcr's caff! Why,
when she was ina iht baT, thee va-.s a scramble just ta sc lier. And tben,
ta tbink aflier a-marrying th3t Horncaslc-deary me!"

1Was shc unhappy tbcn?'
CINcvcr ane bit ai peacc for tu'clve yea«. AIl the wark her'n, ail tbc

play hisn. And a big brute bie «as into the 1hargain."
Mabel bad certainly a desire ta hecar ho' bier iîhcr becanme ac-

quaintcd with bier stepmother, but she sbrank front abtaining that know.
lcdgc of a chaittn"ng sermant, wshose brcath betrayed the source ai lier valu.
bility; thaugh Susan prided ber.scl gre3tly on lier sabricty, and had a
grcat contcnijt for drunicards. She understoad the art of "carrying the
drink," 'hîcb as in some crecds equit-3lent ta soLriety. Mabel turncd the
tide ofaie cremmarks into a ncu' cbannel, by asking for the infoimation about
Anie, wbiclh the dying voman said Susari would give.

It vas a cominon, but flanc the less sad, stary, that in Susan's coars
language was told ta abl A young girl bail gmavn frant cbildhood ta
u'omanhood in that place. Her bctuty becanic a srarc ta others and ta
herse1. The roues wba ircquenied the adjacent tbcatres, tht spendth-rls
vIte lived in the ruIes of the btnca1 aIl taastcd "the pretty barmaid ai
Rackect *Zow." Marty wcre tht shop lads u'ha dated tbeir ruin fronm the
day tbcy took the drams lier fait hands servcd out. For a lime bier sister's
-'igilancc, and lier own scnsc, for shc vas flot iII dispoecd, triumphcd over
tht dangers çofhber itu-tlion. But soaa ber owa he2ri played bier (aIse, and
she yitldcd ta the viles of a gettemanly seduccr, u'bo lured bier fronm lier
home .itia a u'cll contrivcd siary, wbich the poar girl unhappily bclicvcd;
end (rom that time, nov sevcn yeams past, cxccpi the letter incntioncd 1»,
irs. Altcrian, no tidings bil bcen beard of lier, though cey clTort lîad
ber anadc tauicoe ber.

It sccincd vcry unlikcly that this poar u-anderer w-ould ever rcburn.
But ta Mms Alicnan7s <isurdecd brira thet îlouglit ai Ma:bcl prescrvcd
(rom the contgion ai boite, Was ever prcsentt, acconilanied by thc secret
consciausncts tîtat the yoîîng girl had profitcd b>' lier idrantagcs, in charic-
icr as wl 3s in icciircziicnis; andl t felings oi cnv.y wàîîî vbich sbc bad
regardcd lier indcd au'ay as the approach of de2tb vas feut, like streams
ahsotbed ina a rapid iivcr. Te se Mabcl, Io arouse lier compassion for

Annie, ta obtain a promise front lber relative ta bier sister's prospects becamne
hourly more and more ardcntly dcsircd. Tiîe constant fever ai lier sffirits,
kept up by stimulants, added ta the cxcitcîient, until ira lier paroxysits
Mabel's naine calleil andl shrieked was sa painfully frequent that NMm. Alter-
ton, in tbe main an easy gond natureil mani, liai fia alternative but tu senil
for his daughiter, thougli ta keep lier-front that home biai been the strongest
purpose allais lif. 'lie said rigidly, nothing but a niatter oi lite and dcath
sîtou Id have madie hint break thraugh the plan adopted wlîenlMabel was but
six ycars aId, and that had been persevered ina for twelve years, and gravri
more confirmeil the longer it had been carried aut.'

Nao pcrson ever can deccive us more efl'ecttally titan we can deceive
ourselves. Mr. Alterton considered birnselt a patterna father. Mabel vas
the chilil ai bis affections. His union %vith lier mother hail beea as happy
as it was brie£. When death deprived hiti cf the wifé af bis youth, hce vowed
in bis anguish to live for the sake af the teeble infant left tu bis Care. He
vas paor-a clerl. in a disîillery. 'lo previde fer himsell and child-the
latter at nurse in a village near London-was no easy task. WVhcn Mabel
vfas five years oId, Alterton, in the course af bis business piarsuits becamne
acquainted witb Mis. Horncastle, then neivly a widow. Her busband, wba
hy the general voice was called a ïuffiaa, bail been accidcntly killeil in a
bravi that teck place on bis return frram Epsoin Races. His affairs weme
lait ina a vcry disordared state. Alterton r.ade bimselî useful ina bis
evemings ira pîttting the books inlo ordar. He vas a saber trma-
a water drinkcr aç a matter ot ,'ict-not principle-and tbis, it
might bc, added ta the recommendation af a geool presence,
won hini the faver of t widow. Wbetbcr bie vas tht vacr or
the wooed, vas a problem, lhe never camad ta salve. *Certain it is, bis
chief tbought on entering into a mariage witb Mms Horcastie was Mabel's
advantage, andl the oniy stipulation bie nmade v-as that bis cbild shoulil be
l>ougbt up away tram beone, and in ignorance as far as might be of tht
business. Het hougbt at flrst that a feu' years woulil realiza an independ-
trace, for the trade vas flourishing ; but lie founil that the habits af the
famuly vere extravagant beyond ail bis former idcas. His vile bail a paassion
for drcss, amnd resolveil ta gratiiy it Her boys vert spendtbrilîs front their
cradie, andl their education at an expensive scbool vas se oftera broken ina
upon by their mothar bringing them berne for treats, that Altcrtan, unvilling
ta interfere, and often feeling hiniseli an interloper, vas content t0 carry
out bis au'n palans, anad ta Ieave bis wife fret te folîow htem Tbcre vert
ozeasiorial altercations about 'Mabel-little angry squibs, that fizzcd and
vent out-for the vas se différent trant the young Horncastîts, that the
niother vas canstrained to se, if she wotilil rut own, tht superiority.
Libemal as Mnbel's educationi bai been, il -wa= cconomicai compareil with
that of the boys, who were ceriatnly igeuaiotîs ira one liarticular-the act ai
rcsmtirag instruction, that is, in tn)yihing wvorth kmou'ing. It ncver cntered
into Mr. %lterton's head ta doubt tbat lie vas ailier than the most vtirtuous
busband aad father. Ht neyer interereil with bis vile or her sens, anad bie
put bis daugbtcr eut of barrn's way; a mcasure that vasç daubly important
in lais cyts, wlien Annie, bont hae bath iiked and ailmireil, tbrew the vitale
bouse iet consternation by bier flight Ht never dreameil of his business
being ira fault. lie conductcd bis bouse well; tht ncighborhood vas lair,
and ibe Juil the best lit cotili. Haw could lie belli pceople being quande-
sotie over thcir colis? What was th2t ta bini? "lAs long as gin.shops
verc gin-shops," lie efran saii, 1"rovs thcre aiu'ays hati becri and tows therc
;.Ïwavs would bc -1" a kimil ai logic that corivinccd himiseIi. Ht h2d intre-
duced nîany reforms. lis vile bad ncver appearcil at the bar since sIte
bore lais nar-e And whcn Annic's affiir occuricil, bie cashiercd the Iwo
ringietted andi ribboned y.ung ladies, wbo bail been bier attendant sylphs,
and instalîcil men ira their places. Andl Mm. Henry Crumple, tht tragcdian,
vite vas nightly murdered or murdering at thc ncigbboring thicatrc for the
edification ai youtb, said, ira bis usually fine style, as hie took bis mamning
dramn on bis way ta rehearsl-*" Aletctan, I borior ycu, siar! Im a famnily
marn; Blanche andi Fanny, tu'in roses, flowcring on ont stem, *dmrn my
bousebolil trce, andi I wouii flot yield a breath cf ilim ta scent the mans
implorirag air." Thtis tcstimany to bis virtucs vas grateful ta Mr. .Altcrton,
for htebail a great opinion ai Mmf. HeInry Cruriple, who vas tbc nephcu' oi
the great J. 1'. Crumpl, and the grenier %m Gliddons, andl vaç now drink-
ing andi raning hiniscli to dcath in honor of tht genius ai -the family ; a

Specnr ai the well-knovn tribe cf mnr who arc saiti ta bc no unesencmy
bu tir ou'n.

Sa it bappeneil that viten Mabel met ber failier an the noon ai that
Sabhath-day-, bis sarrau' for tht loss ci bis vile vas in ne va>' increaçed by
amy naisgiving as ta bis ovra performance af bis ditties. Il Pae th'npothing !" he saiti, as, be kisseti bis daughterls chck, andi nadc bier sit der
beside bun on a sala ira bis shou'y dra'irag-rooaî. "II alu'ays Juid ny bcst
te mnake lier lueé easy andi happy. SIte haâ lier trials vith that vrechél Haom-
casile. Tveivc afitht Iest )cars cf licr lite, frein tveraty-tvo ta thirt%-four,
made niscrale; andi Frank andl 'ren bave not been ni s.quaarc-tae afîer
their fat ler, I fcar ; but 1 diti net îîîink dcath vas so ncar."

At titis instant thete vas a sou-nid belcu' as ai a boit vithdraving, and
a emavil rîshingz an.

4"Wbat is ibiat ?" saiti Mibel, ztartîid, the scene ai last night darting
iier m ind.


