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Confetimtors & Gorpespmidents,
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THE ASSEMBLY'S RESOLUTION
ON COLLEGIAME BDUCATION,

Iditor Brivisu AMERICAR DRESRYTERIAN.

Dzar Sm,~-Thanks for giving us the
oxplanations of ¢ Aliquis™ regarding
tho resolution of the Assembly, How
far your your * younger correspondonts”
many be profited by his lucid cxposition
1 do not protend to know ; but I, who axm
not of that number, confess to a feeling.
of completo bowilderment, The expla-
nations of ¢ Aliquis” have only shown
the resolution to be more utterly indo-
{ensible than I had supposed, and innke
me sympathiso more with the opinions
and feelings of the minority than I did
when I penned my former comwunica-
tion. Allow me a place for a few words
expressive of iy cmbarrassment. 1.
I um to undexstand that although it wus
supposed that throe years would elapse
before the ondowment of the colleges
could be offected, and although the
ordinary course of Church procedure would
require that time before the union could
be consummated ; novertheless the idea
was conveyed that neither of these things
was to bo ¢ considered a condition of
union.” Surely thismeans (if it menns
anything) that union may be consium-
mated ot any time, first, before our
colleges are rendered safo by permanent

endowment; and, secordly, by some ex-
traordinary course of procedure,

I may also note that though * Ali-
quis™ was present at the Assembly,
there are some younger ag well as older
men who were nob present, and those
men must, in forming their opinions,
be guided by the printed resolutions, aud
not by tdeas conveyed by irresponsible
individuels, bub which the Assembly in
no way endorsed. 2. I ¢annot compre-
hend thoe assertion ‘¢ The Assembly did
not draw ap a basis of union,” when I
read the {ollowing,on minutes of No-
vembur meeting,. page 12: “It was
moved in amendment by Dr. Tepp, and
duly seconded, that the four articles
already agreed to, be adopted as a
wiwls, and shall form the basts of wniun
Jor the united Church ;' pnd on page 21
it “was moved by Mr. Thomas Me-
Pherson, duly seconded, and agreed to,
«'That the basis of union, and tho reso-
lutions on the subject of union asa
whole, besentdown to Presbyteries, &c.”
Nor do I feel that tho ¢ absence of more
distingt statements, and of anything like
sn authoritative tone in said resolu-
tions,” requires to be ¢ accounted for.”
The statements are distinet enough, and
the tune authoritative cnough to over-
satisfy the minority, they even feel them
oppressive.  What I complain of is, a
contrudiction between tho statements,
or rather a fusing into ono self-contra-
dicling resclution of opposito senti-
ments.

8. What does ¢ Aliquis” mean when
he says, ¢ The subject of Union will
clearly not be before the Assembly in
Juue,” while at the samo time he knows
that (sce Minutes, pago 21) the inferior
courty, after maturely considering the
Basis and resolutions, are required * to
report to next Assembly "' ?  'The course
of procedure which ¢ Aliquis” indicales
as the oné which may.be taken, is clearly
an after-thought, the consequence of
the Kirk's having delayed action on the
roport of the Joint Committee. No one
in the Assembly ever dreamed of such a
course. It was understood, and it is so
understood now, that the Union will be
discussed in June next. It is true that
the Iast clauso of the resolulion cannot
be carried into effcot until the other
synods have taken action ; and now it
1s mamfest thas the Assewnbly blundored
in agreeing to it, as action must Ye post-
poned for a year at least, in ordor to
carry it.oud ; bub this was not tho in-
tention of the Assembly, nomatter what
individuals may now think as their light
inerenses.

4. I have.already referred to * Ali-
quis’” oxtraordinary statement as to
thepossibility of a departure from the
“ordinary courss of procedure ™ in this
matter of union. My alarmisincreased
when I reed also that the report of the
inferior courts may, if favorable, be * of
‘use in confirming nformally the Assem-
bly’s action ; * and again the Assembly
‘“rany.informally raceive the roports,”
&e.  Mr. Editor, wo.have had too much
tnformality alveady. Tho matter was in-
itiated: by.an informal letter from our.
-Moderator; the first report of the Union
Committee was informal, -as they had.
gono far beyond their instructions .in

drawing up the draft of a basis ; the
action of onr Committeo was informal,
a8 thoy held no meetings by themselves
for consultation, but were satisfied with
the action of the joint coramittee ; the
proceedings of last November were in
some things unquestionably infurmal
ll theso things the minovily has borne.
with,  And now weere deliborately, not
in the heat of debate, told by one of our
oxperienced lendors, that the Assembiy
may still furtker depart from the ordinary
course of procedure and act informally.
No wonder that a cautious minority
hung back. Who ean forecast tho end ?
A most iinportant and delieate question
is before us, when, if over, tho obsor-
vance of forms 1s & duty, and yet the
leader of a majority who have, in
& manuner confessedly informal, so for
conducted this business, tells the mino-
rity that that majority muy force the
thing on by further inmformalities. A
minority has its rights; the mainten-
anco of forms is cz2sential to the preser-
vation ol those rvights, and if an over-
whelming majority, tructing fo ite pow-
er of numbers, disregards these rights
and crushes the minority by informal
measures, Mr. Editor, who will be held
responsible for tLo ¢onsequences ?

5. One thing mcre. ** Aliquis ™ says,
** Burely we may trust in one another,
and above rll trust God’s guidance.” In
the latter- clause I fully agree; but God
will giade us when we use reason aanl
-coramon sense,not when weshut oureyes
and blindly leap into difficulties. e will
guide us in duty; but is union in pre-
sent circumstances and on the condi-
tions proposed a duty ?  As for tho firut
clause Lreply * cursed is the man that
trustoth in mau, or maketh an arw of
Alesh s confidence.”  Let us trust to
no may, but use owr own God-given
puwers, as we must give account.

Mr. Bditor, leb trust who will the
minorty seem to me to-be m the right,
when they wish to see & httle mnto the
wntentions of those wise, far-seemy men,
who ay6 negotipting for the Kuk, and
refuse to follow men who may be great
m faith, but professedly abjure experi-
ence o their guide, nor ask counsel at
comwmon sense and ordinary pradence.
If  Aliqus really has a majority of
young men as lus following, L would be-
seech that majority to respect the gray-
headed men who have borne tho battle
for the last quarter of a century, and
those who thunk with them, and if they
must be out-voted and the umon be
consumnated against their opposition,
let it at least bo done with due regard
to the feclings of those who are in the
minority, and tothe constitutionalforms
which protect their rights,

Yours, &ec.
CuxcraTon,

UNION.

Ioditor Brarisit AMErIcAR DRESBYTERIAN.

Siv,—As a sineero unionist and a
lover of unsophisticated trnth and down-
right honesty, I wish to call the attun-
tion of your rcadors to the utter irrecon-
cilableness of a clause in the Basis of
Union with n statement in the ¢ West-
‘minster Confession of faith.”

The ¢ Confession," chapter xxiii., sce.
8d, says, **Tho civil magistrate hath
authority and 1t 18 his duty to take or-
der, that unitv and peace may be pre-
served in the Church, that the truth of
Gud be kept pure and entire, that all
blasphemies and heresies be suppressed,

and discipline provented or reformed,
and all the ordinances of God duly
settled, administered and observed. For
the Dbetter effecting whereof, he hath
power to call synods, to be present at
them, and to provide that whatsoever is
transacted in them be according to the
mind of God.”

The Basis of I,'nion, article 2nd, says,
It being distinetly understood that
nothing contained in the aforesaid Con-
fession or Catechisms regarding the
power and duty of the civil magistrate
shall be held to sanction any priuciples
or views inconsistent with full liberty of
conscience in maiters of religion.”

Who that knows aught of the mean-

‘ing of words can help understanding

that the Confession, in the paragraph
above quoted, sanotions and teaches
principles not only inconsistent with,
but diametrically opposed te, liberty. of
conscienoe ? Why! the.Chureh isthete-
by subjected to the will of the civil

power, both as regards her docfrines

znd duties, her principles and her prae--
tice, thus rendonng hiberty of.conscicuco
and of worshtp utterly impossible..

Surely the :respective Assemblies will

all corruptions and abuses in worship

arase this absurd and insulting clause
that blurs & Basis that in other respects
might be aecepted by intslligent men,
The Presbytery of Ottawn, ns appears
from your last issue, have dune them
selves honour by rejecling the obnox
ivus clause, and hinve substituted there
for a statemont that can weand no con
seience or insalt the undoi:badiyg of
any man, ¢
Oxtanzo, 20th Feb., 1872.

TUNION OF THE FRENCI PRES
BYTERIAN CHURCIHLS, MOXN-
TREAL, ADVOCATED,

Bditor Brimisu AMeRicAN PRESBYTERIAN.
Dran Sir,—There is o subject whick

I have much to heart, which 1 should

liko to be breught forward in your col-

umns. It is that of the union of the
two IFrench Protestant congregations in
sontreal. I sce that the * Craig St.

Congregation’ has memorialized the

Synod of yowr Church to-be recorved as

one of its congregations., Would not

thisbe a good opportunity to sce if there

15 any nocessivy to have bwo Dresbyterian

anissions in Montreal, neither of which

probably give their minister $800 to-
wards stipend, besides paying the current
expenses, such as gay, fuel, cte. 1 kuow
that the French Protestants wish for
+his unjon, with but fow exceplions, and
would gladly hail any successful effort
to bring it about.

My idea would be {o have a French
Presbyterian Chutrch, ogually supported
by the two great Preshyterian bodies,
in fact, anticipating the greot wnion, A

named to manago tho business. The
choice of o minister could be left tn the
nnited congregations. Perhape, Rev.
Mzr. Cote, of Chicnntimi, the ablest of
our young Tronch ministers, might be
induced to aceept a eall. Being a
French Canadian, and married to a
Swisd Indy, he wonld probably be the
very man to heal the braach, which. as
many of your readers aro aware, wasg
aceagioned by o question of nationality
in the Minietor,

The division between our Montreal
Treach Protestants las been ¢ a com-
fort” to the Cliurch of Rome, and hag
crippled our efforts for French Canadian
evangelization. It has led to many
disputos between members of the two
churches, wnd occasionally caused n
coolness to cxist between the two min-
isters. United they would number about
two hundred adherents, and could have
a Sabbath-school of forty to fifty chil-
dren.

I feel the more at liberty to'urge this
union, that I cen do - frowm purdy dis-
interested motives, being ready to xe-
sign my charge and seck for another
field, if it ecan be effected.  Lhe land is
broad enough fur ull, and ficlls are not
wanting.

I have had an interview with the
‘worthy Secrotary of the French Cana-
dian Missionary Svciety, to talk over
the matter, wnoghendly . like myself, Col.
Hawltain is very desirous that a union
should be brought about.

Accept, dear sir, my besb wishies for
the suceess of the Butisn Avnnican
Presnyreniay, and way the Great Muster
und Head of the Church sustain you in
your labours for His cause.—Yours very
truly,

CHAS. A. DOUDIET,
Lirench Missionary of Church of Scotlund
in Canada,

Montreal, Feb. 20, 1872.

A Facr ror Busmvess Mux o Kvow,
—Mr. Whitehead, of a Chicago firm,
says that the safe of his concern was
removed from the ruins three days after
the fire.  The account books were fonnd
so ‘charred that it was necessary to
handle the leaves with extreme carve to
provent their crumbling, It was found
that their bookkeeper had for convenience
marked down the balanco with a lead
pencil. These balances were perfectly
legible, although the entries made in
ink were ncoxrly obliterated. The fire
by its action on the black lead:-had made
the figures vary bright.  The firm was.
nble to open new books with little dclay.
by reason of the balances being entezed-
in lead instead of ink. 1t is well known
that writing in lead pened can hardly be
affected by thorough drenching of. paper
with water, but we bolieve this 1s the
first timo it has been proved that lead-
poncil marks will pass througi fire and
.thereby begomo more distinet. Business.
.men_should, tako-the: hint and use the

poneil moro on their books.
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is self-sustaining., United, they nught ;
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For Baizisr AseniciN PRESBYTRERIAN.

HEAVEN,

0, for the bright colostialland,

Where portoct safuta in glory stond,

In adoratfon most profound,

Bofore the Liub with honors crowned.

G, spood 1o to the happy land ;
1n 1t 1 jong with gataty to atang

J o 8pond oteriby ai praisy

Of Iifm who is my length of daya.

A land of day withrut s night ;

A Innd of Iove and pure delight ,

A fand of upnightness iadeud,

Whiors o w8 of S0 0 Lusauus Wotud,

O, specad me to tho Lappy land,
To join tho holy, happy band—
Who sorvo the Lord both day and night,
And sing bis praiso with all their might

l,mmanuol's own peacetui land,

TL - workmanship of hls ~ws hand
No strifo of tonguos, no battle’s roar,
Is hoard upon its radtant shoro.

0, spooed mo o the happy land!

A prosporous passage Lord command?,
T long to be tho blost among ;

1long to join the angelie song.

Handom Readings,

- ~————

EXCHLEDING ABUNDANTLY.

Rev. Dr. Merle d'Aubigne tells how
‘the riches of Divine graco reached his
heart :—

We were studying tho Epistle to the
Iphesians, and liad got tu the end of
the third chapter. When we read the
last two verses, * Now unio Him whois
able to do exceeding abundently above
all that we ask or think, according to
the puwer that worhoeth in s, unto Him

A re A e e -

Joint eommitteo of both bodics might he !

be glory,” ete., this expression full upou
my soul like a revelution from Gul.
 He can do by his powner,” I said to
mysclf, ¢ above all we ash, above all
oven that weo think nay, oxeceeding
abundantly above all.” X full truot in
Christ for the work to bLe dune witlin
my poor heart now filled.my sonl. We
all three knelt lown; and sltheegh T
had never fuliy confided my inward
strugales to my fricads, the prayer of
Riew was filled with such admirable
fuith as he would Liave uttered had he
Jnown all my wants. When I aroso in
that inn room at Kicl I {ult as if ¢ my
wiugs were renowed as the wings of
cagles.”  Frow that time forward I
cuinprehiended {hat wy vvwin efforts were
of oo avail , that Clinist i alle to doall
by His “pover that workcth in us ;™
and the habitu.] attitude of my soul was
to lie at the foot of cruss, erying to Him,
« Here am I, bound hand aud foot, un-
able to move, unable to do the lcast
thing to get away fromn the enemy who
oppresses me. Do all thyself. I know
that thou wilt doit.  Thou wilt do ex-
ceeding abundantly above all that I
“s .11

I was not diseppuinted ; all iny doubts
were removed, my anguish quelled, and
the Liord extended to e ** peace as o
niver.," Then Ucould comprehend with
all saints what is the breadth, «ud
length, and depth, and heigth, and
know the love of Christ which passeth
knowledge. Then was I able to say,
¢ Return unto thy rest, O, my soul! for
tlhe Lord hath dealt bountifully with
thea.”

Nevur dare go wliere you Lave rcason
to yuvotion whether Gud will go with
you ; & Christiun should never willingly
be whery tlicre is ot roum for his Sa-
viour.

A worthy Quaker thus wrote:—I ex-
pect to pass through this world but
vnce. If, therefure, there can be any
kindness I can do to any fellow-being,
let me do it now. Tiet me not defer nor
neglect it, for I will not pass thns way
again.

Never forget the three whats. TFirst,
What from? Secondly, What by?
And thiedly, What to? What from ?
Believers are redeemed from hell and
destruction.  What by ¢ By the pre-
cwus'blovd of Christ.  What t0 2 To
an mheritanco incorrupiible, undefled,
and that fadeth not away.

Of all the pretty littio songs I havo
ever heard sung, that is ono of the best
which winds up—

12 at firat vou don't succeod,
Try, try ngatu.
I recommend it to everybody who is
¢« down in the mouth,” and funcies that
the best thing ho can do is to give up,
Nobody kuows what ho can.do till ho
tries. ¢ Wae shall-got through it now,”
says-Jaok to Harry, as they finished up
tho pudding.  Lverything.new is hard
work, but o little of tho ¢ fry ” oint-

into tho heart makes all things casy.—

C. H. Spurgeon.

‘ment rabbed on the hand and:worked,

LBUROPEAN CHANGILS.

Burope, says a DBerlin papor, had
fifty-six States before the Italian war,
whilo 1t has now only ewzhteen, wok o
total superfictal area of 17,862 syusre
railes, and o popaletion of 800,000,000,
Of thieso tho German Empwoe comprises
1,888 square mive, and o populution of
40,100,900 (according to tho consus of
1847.) ‘'The principal Stutes in Europo,
with & population of more then 25 mil-
lions, are :- -Russia (71), Germany (40),
France (s04), Austro-Hungary (30),
Groat Brnwmn (22), and Ituly (204);
thoit tutal pupulain is therdure four
fift' s of that of the whole of Kurope.
A century ago, before the partition of
Polnnd, the Great Powers only posses-
sad one half of the then populusion of
Lurope; thus: Ressw 18" umllions,
Austria, 17; Prussia, 5; BEngland, 12;
and TF'ranco, 26 ; fotal, 80, 'The num-
ber of Roman Catholics in JEurope gene-
rally i8 now 148 miilions; 86} in
Franco, 28 in Austrin, 26 in Ttaly, 16
in Spain, and 143 in Germany ; of
Greek Catholics, 70 millions, 54 in
Rusgsia, 5 in Turkey, 4 in Roumania,
and 8 in Austrin; of Protestants, 71
millions; 25 in Germany, 24 in Eng-
land, 84 1n Austeaa ;) of Jews, 4,800,000 ;
1,700,000 in Russia, 822,000 in Ger-
many. Dividing Larovpe into nationali-
ties, there are 82,200,000 of tho Slave-
nic race, 97,500,000 of the Latin racos,
and 98,500,000 of tho Germanic race.

I'M LIS MAN."

Tho death of the Rev. Robert J.
Brecknridge reminds us of an amusing
meident in s life, which we believe
y lias never been printed.  Some mewber
|of 8 preshbytery—a country brother—
j commplamed that the city clergymon
j dressed too well, and thus made an un-

duv distinetion between them awd thoir
couniry brethren. Dr. Breckeuridge,
y always ready for debaty, straightened
| lus tall, hthe form up, and * indig-
) hantly denied the charge.” Ina bBurst
juf eloquent anger he deelared that
¢ L was rendy to change clothes with any

brother on that floor. In an instant a

shurt, fut brotlier—as broad as long—

waddled wte the aisle, and ealled out
Iwhucmly; **Mr. Moderator, I'm his
ywan!” The vision of Dr. Brecken-
ridge s arins and legs protruding from
j the bugsy clothes of the vther upset the
j digmiey of the presbytery, and spoiled
the eluquonce of the orator.—FEechange.

Tur Aumerican Wiup-cat.—The ani-
mal so generally known in this country
as the wild-cat, is not a eat proper, but
alynx.  Cats and lynxes differ in their
teeth, and in & more readily obsorved
character, tho lenath of the tail, which
in the lynxes is less than half that of the
body and usually not greater than that
of the head. Our wild-cat, or bay lynx,
83 1t 19 sometimes called, measures, in-
clusive of the tail, not frr from three
featin length, and weighs from seventeen
to twenty pounds. Its general color is
n pale, reddish brown, and more grayish
in winter. Tho sides have indistinet
dusky Dblotches, and it has a collar of
pale hairs at tho throat. The tail hasa
small patch of black on-the upper sux-
face ot the end; and the mner surface
of the ears is black, with a white patch.

This animal is found throughout the
country, aud- varies so much in widely
separated localities that nataralists are
{ m doubt whether there are ono or sov-
ceral speeies,  The wild-cat muainly in-
habats dark swamps, and'in the South-
reu States.is frexuently found i the
wild growth that takes posséssion of
abadoned cotton-fields, J¢ lives upon
haves, squirrels, partridges, and other
small annuals,  Sométimes it makes a
raxd upon the hen-roost of a settler, and
will oceasionally kill & lnmb or young
pig. In sumnier, when the streams are
low, it varies its food by eatching fish.
The animal is caught in stecl-traps,
baited wathaneat. The wild-cat of fu-
! yopo is & txuo cat, and crosses with the
{ domestic cat.  We have not heard of
{ any crosees of this Jand with, our wild-
ent—Hearth and Hom. .

—

Wisdom 18, I suppose, tho right use
of knowledge. To know is not to be
wise. Many -men know & great-deal,
and are all tho moro fools. for whab they
know. Thero is no fool so great a fool
as a knowing foor.  But to know how to
uso knowledgo 1s to have wisdom.—
Spurgeon.

It is snid that becanse the daily pa-
ters-are 89 full of the records of crime,
sonto.prison authorities keep them awny
from convicts for .the reason they are
dangerous reading. Vot thousands of

‘families admit any daily paper into the
circlo of young "pcople and children,
without o sispicion of impénding ovil,™
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