. Vol- ‘3"—NO. 281}

I P e

TORONTO,

CANADA, FRIDAY, JULY 7, 1876,

[Whole No. 231

Ganfeilutors and Govvespondents
LETTER FROM DR. FRASER.

Edltor BRITISIL AMERICAN PRESBYTARIAN,
Notwithstauding my wiegh in all my let.

B jars to your papsy to avoid making falso

gtatemonts or producing false impressions,

B 1 find in the BrITIsH AMERICAN PRESDY-
| senian of January 14, and February 11, as

wellas in my lottor to the Knox College
giudents' Missionary Soolety, published in
your issue of Febrnary 23, which demand

l some explanation and correction.

In my letter of November 4, 1875, which

B sppoars in your issue of Jenuary 14 this

year, and in which I give some account of

§ o roads here, and what may bo scer and

heard on and beside them, I notice the
sentence, * Xore are not carriages—not
even ox-carte”” Now the truth of this
stateraont altogether depends on what is
meant by tbe ¢ here,” I wrote it in per-
fect good fmth, and as far as it applies to
{Ls part of North Formosa that I have
seen it is correot, but inasmuch as the
letter is honded Fomrmosa, it is incorrect,
ssI have been crodibly informed thata
dsy's journey south of this there are plenty
of ox-caxts. This but ilatrates how ne.
cessary it is to be oareful in what one
writes, so ns not to mislead those who
1ead and believe. I fear thatinthese days
the demand for news is exocessive, and the
supply is conspquently lese reliable in
quality. Itis much more easy tomake
mistakes than be corrcet. I do not, how-
ever, wish to insinuate that other news-
paper correspondents make mistakes—only
o correct my own.

In the BriTisn AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN
of February 11, appear some exiracts from
a privato lutter, which I may say were fure
nlI;hed, not only without my knowledge,
bat contrary to an often expressed wish,
that none of my friends would even under-
takse to publish extracts from my letters to
them., While I am just as responsible for
those ftatements as if they appearedin a
softer written expressly for publieation, I
must be allowed to make some explanations
which would perbaps not have been ne-
cessary had the whole letter been published,
and certainly would not, were your readers
all as intimately acquainted with me, sand
with the condition of the work here as my
eorrespondent who firmisked the extracts.

1t 1t should b2 thought fromn the sentence
#\When the news of the union of the
churches reached us there was a praise and
thanksgiving service in North Formosa,”
that the Chlristians here have been told
about the divisions and denominations in
the Christian Ohuroh in other lueds, and
were rejoicing with us that thebreaches
were being healed, notling could be farther
from the truth., Thepeople here have not
been told about denominationalism, excopt
to be clearly informed of and warned
against the errors of Rome, because there
is 5 Roman Catholic mission in the south
of the island, and because an attempt was
mude some time ago, which however failed,
fo establish one in the North., Differences
of opinion spring up readily enough of
their own scoord without missionaries being
#o foolish as to sow the seed of denomin-
ational strife and bitterness. In the ex-
tract, North Formosa means simply my
own houge, and those who engaged in the
service were simply my wife and self. If
1bad boen writing for the public eye I
should have allowed myself less freedom o
expression, and taken more oaro to avoid
possible misunderstanding. I wish now
particularly to eall attention to this point
85I see it 15 noticed in the March number
of The Presbyterian Record. 1 bope this
explanation will catch the eye of the BEdi.
tor, and note be made of it if he has the
NecossAry space.

In the end of the same extract Iam as.
tonished to find the sentepce, ¢ Since Mr,
Mackay went away I had begun to preach
in the Chinese language.” I think this
statement one sure to mislead, and per-
haps fisted to do much harm, one most
certninly not fair to myself, as not being
the whole $ruth, not fair to anyone who
might think of comiog out here, as he
would be almost certain to conclude that
the language could not be at all difficult to
acquire, sceing that I could preach in it in
fon months altor my anival, and siill be
engaged in houce-building and in the hos-
pital, and more than all, unfair to other
missionaries who may have spent a very
much longer time before fesling that they
oould eay Shey had begun to preach. The
statement, **I hiave begun to preach in the
Chinese language,” when separated from
the context in which 1t stood and mado
without any of the qualifications whioh ac-
companied jt, sud preceded it in former
letters, needs explanation, If by preach-
ing is meant setting forth the truths of
Seripture and the gospel of Jesus Christ
in broken sentences, and with many mis.
takes, with little freedom to myaslf, and I
fear leas profit to the hearers who are con.
siderate enough to listen, then I did preach
laat November, becaunse Mr, Mackay and ull
the lielpers were away st & Mission Cou-
ference, and I folt that I must sey what
could by way of exhortiug the peoplo to
stand fast in the truth in whioh they had
been instructed; but to call such feeble at-
tempts as I was then able to mske in
Chinese, preaching—oconld only be allowed
in the confidence and privacy of & leiter
%o one whom I knew would be delighted to
that I was able o do anything, an
whom I thought would understand per-
foetly what I meant by the word. It now
remains for me to add lhat the in
whish I was able at that time evem jhis

f | your space.

a | however many they

to vontnre to spoak to tho peoplo, was by
dovoting my attention exclusively to the
study of the sroxex language. If I had
t{aken up tho stucy of the WRITTEN Ian.
guage, or **charnotor ” as it 18 galled, and
insisted on being able to wrap and wriTE
every word I wie able to speak, I would
not, I do uot think, bo able to sfmak 80 AB
to be histened to yet. This is why I think
the partial statement so unfair and dangor-
one. Other missionaries have learned
to rond and write at the sameo time
a8 thoy learned to sponk; some in a
shortor, some in a longer time, and
it is only just to these men that with tho
public statomont that 1 was preaching in
Chineso in ten months after my arrival
thoy should know from my own hand what
sort of preaching it was, and that at that
time'I know nothing abont tho character.
The samo qualifications aro also due from
meo to any who may think of coming out
here as missionaries, that they may not
Iabour under false impressions oreated by
me. To spenk with reforenco to the '* ohars
aoter” I daro not. Ifis so differont from
the European languages, and sny know-
ledgo of it is =0 elementnry, that it is much
safer and wiser for me to say nothing about
it. If any one wishen to know whether
tho stndy of the Chineso—spoken or writ.
ten—is cosy or dificult, the only way I
imagine in which he can kuow is fo come
and study it. There is such & diversity of
gift in the maiter of stndying languages
that what one finds difficult may by twenly
be prononnced easy, and vice versa,

Now, although this letter is already too
long, I orave a little further indulgence
while I note a point or two in my letter to
the Enox College Students’ Missionary So-
cioty, published in your issue of Feb. 25.
The siundents will excuse my referring to
the letter, as they have allowed it to be-
come publie properly. And firef, in writing
of the work fxere I notice that all through
my lelter I have used the promoun our,
which is fitted to lead people to suppose
that at theso different places I had helped
and was still helping to do the work, which
is not trme. The whole work at all the
stations has as yet been done by Mr, Mao-
kay and those of his copverls whom he has
trained to help him., From this stand.
point it was wrong of me to use the word
our, as identifying myself with work which
I have done nothing to promote save inso-
muoch a8 the seeing of a fow patients from
day to day in the hospital has holiped.to
impress the people favourably, or neline
them to receive the gospel which they hear
from Mr, Mackay and the helpers, Then
the letter, while {ooking like a full account
of the work was not really so. In setling
out it was my intention to give mauny more
intereating parlieulars, but I saw wy letter
growing long, and was afraid leat it should
tempt the students to dispense with the
reading of it. .

To give any sort of a fair account of the
history and condition of the work at each
of the stations would need a separate letter
for ezch place, and this account could only
be written by Mr. Mackay himself, who
of course knows all abont the work from
the beginning. I hope sometime he may
take the time and write the account, as it
will form & chapter in,the great history of
the Christian Churoh whioh no one elee
osn contribute. And it will be & chapter
full of interert for the friends of the heathen
and all who love to hear of the prosperity
of Zion. The Lord has greatly prospered
his work in North Formosa, and 18 con-
tinuing to do so. .

I hops you will find room for this very
long letter, My sense of justice and fear
lest T should mislead instead of really in-
forming, nnd thus hinder iustead of ad-
vance the cause I have at heart, must be
my spology for making such a claim on
We were all glad to hear by
our last mail from home that there is
prospest of another labourer for this field,
Thanks to the Lord of the Harvest! May
He yot send many more!

Yours very sinceroly,
J. B. FRASER,

Tamsui, May 24, 1876,

Home Mission Debt and Assessment.

Editor BRITISH AMERICAX PRESBYTERIAN,
Sir,—As it was agreed at the meeting of
Assembly to distribute the debt resting on
the Home Mission Fund, over the Presby-
tories according to their mombership,
would it not be well fox the Coxuittee fo
correspond with those pastoral charges and
vacant congregations that have not return-
ed their membership ? It is plain that
thoze Presbyteries which are faithful in
the matter of returns will have a larger
share than really belongs to them if this is
not done. Such a plan of raising meney,
in its very nature, works unjustly, Let
the injustico bo kept within as narrow
bounds as poseible, and if loyalty to Pres-
byterianism requires the filling up of stat-
istioal tables, let disloyal ministers and
managora be reminded of their duty.—H.
July 8, 1876,

AR

Gems.

1. Keep & list of ;our friends, and let
God be first on the list, however long it

may be, .
9. Reep n list of all the gifts you get;
and lot Gﬁrist, who is the unspeakable of

1 | all, be first.

3. Koep a list of your mercies, and let
pardon and life stand at the head. .

4, Keep & list of your joys, and let joy
unspeakable and full of glory be first,

5. Keop  list of your hopes, and let sor-
row for sin be first. .

6. Keepa list of your enemies; and,
e, put down the * old
man" and the * old serpent ™ fitst,

7. Koep s list of your sins ; and lot the
dl'll. of unbelief bo net as first and worsh of
L}

MRS. MURRAY MITOHELL ON
ZENANA LIFE AND WORK.

Among numbers of visiters whom the
royal visit to India has attracled thither is
a Mr. Morier Williams, Profestor of Sans-
krit at Oxford. In giving an account of
s observatious, he makes th following
ouriously inconsistent remacks, whioh wo
give in their original contoxts.

Wit rogard to femsaie eduention, al-
though its bearings on 4he moral and in-
tollestual and oven physical progress of
Indin can scarcely bo overrated, very litile,
I foar, has yot been effectod. The truth
simply is, that before wo oan raise the
women of Iudin, we must fast raiso the
mwon, When we have thus clevated the
men, we may safely leave tho women to
their keoping, Tho women will then be
raised to the level of the men by the act of
the mon themselves without our interfor.
once. At present Hindu women are gon-
erally faithful wives and deveted mothers,
and have groat influonoce with their fami.
lies; but they are grossly ignorant, and fo
their ignorance bigotry and subjection to
the Brahmans, the maintenanes of super-
stition and idolatry, whioh would other-
wise lose ground amor  the men, is, I sus.
pect, mainly due.”

With all respect to the gaid Oxford pro-
fessor, if the elevation of tho women must
walt for that of the men, and the men are
to be retained in superstition by the influ.
onco of the women, the Christinsnization of
India would seem to be as insolublo a
problem as the oase of the man who would
not enter the water until he had learned to
swim! Mrs. Murray Mitchell, in the
very interesting volume which we have
already noticed, points out the “more ox-
cellent way"” towards which, though it is
trno that comparatively little has yet been
effected, so many earnest workers are

dovoting their best energies.
#The more one kuows of zenana work
the more important it will appear. The
arguments for it are drawn usually from
the state of the poor neglected women, and
too much cannot be said from this point of
view. Their condition is as sad as oan
possibly be_piotured. A Hindu lady once
said of the life they lead, It is like that of
a frog in a well. Everywhero thore is
beauty, but we oannot see it; all is hid
frome us’ There could not be a more apt
illustration. But there is also another
pide, where the arguments are equally
cogent, namoly, the influence on the mon
which the elevation of the women would
ervevoiss, At preaent thdy are a hindranoe
to progress among the men. There is no
obatacle the missionary has to dread so
mwuch as the influence of mothers over
their sons, Itis a great mistake to sup-
pose because the women are shut up with-
in their zenanas, that they have no influ.
ence, A wife has not much power with
lLer husband, but & mother hag unbounded
influence over herson. She gays to him,
+Take all the geography and history, all
the learning the padre can give you, but
when be speaks to you on religion, do not
believe a word he eays’ His teacher
hopes he has made an jimpression on the
heart of & young man, who had left him
soemingly thoughtful aud solemn, He
goos home; his mother’s known eye deteots
his state of mind, and she speedily counter*
acts the whole, It is the older women
chiefly who uphold superstition, In many
oases where the man of a family, being
educatad and enlightened, do not care for
the observanoes of their faith, tho women
do; and all the more that the men are in.
different, theroby grievously offending the
deities, a8 they suppose, they zealously
exform all that the Shasiras enjoins.
heir religion is all they have; and they
cling to their superstitions, and their god-
desaes, and their Brahman priests, Thoy
are jealous of iunovation, and sre the props
of orthodoxi and oustom. Indeed, the
zenana may be 8aid to be the stronghold of
Hinduism. Therefore, Jet us attack the
citadel if we would {ully vanquish the foe.”
«t T,ot us teach the women equally with the
men. Onr great missionary societies equip
their colleges, and send forth their mission-
aries, and set up the most perfect organ-
jzations—but ohiefly for the men, Until
in c&ual measure the great undertaking is
facel of giving Christian education to
the women generally, we cannot enteriain
any reasonable expeotation of evangelizing
Inda.”

After such a testimony from one who
bashad such abundant opportunities of
obsurvation, there are few who will not
fecltho importance and the privilege of
aidiag, through the Zenansn Mission, so
grand sn object as that of the evangeliza-
tionof India. Horo is & little further ac-
count, in detail, of zenaus life, as sesn by
Mrs. Michell in person.

I ght first to say that the word
tyenand’ (conan-khana) simply means
¢the hinse of the women;' or in otber
words, e haremof Bengal.  As soon asa
woman marries, etiquette, or rather hard
custom, tequires that sho must then retire
within the zenana, never more to oon. s
into the euter world; sud you know
that her miarriage—or bethrothal, whit
hore is hell as marrisge—~takes placs
when ghe is &ill quite &_child. From the
age of eight br nine, then the women (I
the higher aid middle slasses are doomed
to a life of setlusion and ignorance, and us
in the oase & widows, very often also to
defnantion and misery. The more en.
lightened nafve gentlemen are now aux-
jous to cliangp this stato of matiers, Tney
are not onlywilling to let their wives nnd
daughters bepducated, but they earnestly
desive that Hey may he itained so azto
beoome inteligent companions. for them.
selves, The pounger ladies, tog, are eager

for knowle

| ing,

snd wisk to be tanght to !

read and work, aud employ thomselves ns

wo do. They have lungings and desires
after changs, and seomn to bo seoking for
somothing, they Lardly kuow what. But
they eannot come out “to schools and col-
loges to reerive the traiuing they wish for,
We must oarry it to thew, and by the visits
gf n«]uahf_ledt htonohﬁls btlo their seclnded

omes, give thom the blessing of a oo
Cliristinn oduoation.” & B yaod

Mrs, Mitcholl then desoribes the interior
of anative ¢ Babon's” mnansion, and aftertho
apartents of the mon have boon spoken
of, goos on to the portion occeupied by tho
ZONANA,

#1Vo nscond a short stair; and lo! we
aro in ¢ tho house of the woman.' At tho
top we are met by a gentle, timid-looking,
rather pretty, and wonderfully fair young
creature, dreseod in an airy wavy costumo
of purple gauze, spangled over with gold.
Hor boautiful glossy black hair is plaited
into & largo knot bobind her head, in which
})retty silver ornaments dangle. Sho hagn
argo nose-jewel, with pearls and emeralds,
earrings and necklaces, baugles, and’heavy
silver acklots; snd round hor waist she
wenxs a boautiful zone of massivo silvor,
Sho roceives us rather shyly, but with evi.
dent ploasure, and takes hold of your hand
to load you to her room. Doubtless you
would expeot that this room shounld re-
gemble somewhat those we have seen in
the babeo's quarters. On the contrary, this
is bare and comfortless in tlte extreme.
The walls have once beon whitewashed,
but now are dirty and spotted, and literally
garnished with cobwobs; for it is consider-
ed a sin to kill a spider. A tiny window,
high up, and grated with jzon stanchions,

1ooks on %o the tiled roofs of other houses. | h

There is some watting on the floor, and a
cot at the upper end covered with a white
sheot and somae round holstors; there is
also a boy of some sort. And thisis the
furniture of the apartmont ; thore is really
nothing else. This, and many otherrooms
like it, open off a verandah, whiek looks
into a court or garden, rather, for there are
threo or four sickly-looking trees, and a
well or tank, whioh soems stagnant, for it
is sovered over with green elime. This
melancholy garden and the tiled house.
tops make up the whole view which the
poor women who dwell hero from year's
end to year's end have of the outer world,
And this is only a type of other zenanas,
where the surroundings are very much the

same."”

« Olairs will be brought out for us, as
we do not take kindly to the fluor ; but the
ladyiin the spangled gauze, and her teacher,
Miss F., will deposit themselvesin the
matting. And now the lesson prooeeds.
Not, however, before an old, hard-looking
woman has taken up her position on the
dgor.atops, eyeing us very suspiciously,
and kooping zealons “watch over every
word the lesson ocontains, This is & very
orthodox and most bigoted widowed annt
whom no courtesy or kindness on our part
can tempt quite into the room whils we
ﬁollute it with our presenoe. Tho pupils,

owever, does pot seem to mind her muoh.
The reading, which is from the DBengali
version of the “Peep of Day,” prooceeds
in the most steady manner in spite of the
duonna. The young creatare nsks ques-
tions which show muoh intelligence and
deep interest in what she is taught., She
is naturally very quiet and shy; but itis
ﬁleasing to see how her eagerness for

nowledge overcomes the timid shrinking
which she showed at first, and is natural
{0 her.”

«The gcene in the next house we go to
is quite a contrast to this. We are receiv-
od with a storm of delight by six or seven
bright young girls,who throng around Miss
T, as if they would eat her up, so demon-
ntrativo is their joy at seeing their teacher.
She chatters Bengali as fast as_they do,.
aud makes me envious who ean do nothing
but smilo and shake hands, aud reciprocate
in expretsive pantomine their kind greet.
I avail myself, howevor, of my com-
anion's Bungali tongue, and have niee lit-

lo chabs with each as sho is_presented by
name. These ave the daughters and
daughter.in.law of the house. The mo-
ther soon makes her appearance,—a pleass
ant, olever-looking woman, wonderfully
young aud fresh, bui evidently a widow
from the plain garments she wears and
her shaven head, She has no clothing on
the upper part of her person,and is simply
enveloped in & course white chudder, or
gheet, edged witha black border. She
wears no ornaments of any sort. This is
the ‘bow-ma,” as the head of the house is
called ; and Miss I. says she isa person of
great influence in her family. She bas &
number of song, and three young crea-
tures whom wo seo are their wives, and
are called ‘sows.’ The oldest son is in
England, whioh is a great concern to the
old 1ady, as she fears he may be too ¢ high’
for them, as she expresses it, when he re-
turns, and will not “fall in with the old
ways. She does not geom to fear his be-
coming & Christian, and does not mind his
losing caste ; she only dreads his afections
}mnoming eetranged from her or the fami-
y.n

Phe following pioture, however, shows
the darker side of Zonana life :—

«The position of the young Hindoo
lady is sometimes hard enough. After
marringe, whilestill quite & child, she must
live in a sirange house, among strange
women, and must not even visit her own
mother but by the will of her mother-in.
law. She must yield the most unquostion-
ing submissior, not only to her husband,
but to this mothor-in-law, and indeed also
to her eldsr sisters-in-law. If she is a
womsn of sharacter and some strength of
nind, this changes as she grows older, es-
necially if she becomes the mother of sons,

nt while shoe is young ahe must not
speak in the presence of the older women
unless spoken to ; she must not anveil her-
self; she must not eat with them, nor even
sit down oxocept expressly permitied to do
s0.”

Tho simple truth_is this—the lifo of
millions of womon in India is ons Iasting
ornel wrong from their birth to thoir death.
One of their own nation hasthua desoribed
it :—* The danghtors of India are unwol.
comed at theiy birth, untaught in ohild-
hood, cuslaved when married, acoursed as
widows, and unlamented when they dio,
I am afraid this is oo trav a picture, They
are tho slaves of tyranuioal and absurd
suporstitions, which take nway their frec.
dom both of mind snd body.” “In the
outer lifo of tho nation, then, the Iindoo
Iady has no part, ne recognized posution at
afl. And what has she to fill her own
overyday life? Alas! little indend, She
has no knowlodge nor enltivetion ; sho has
nothing to do ;80 the druary hours nre
spontin slooping, or cocking, or making
garlands for tho goda, or looking at her
Jowels, or braiding her hair. This is her
condition at tho bast ; bnt ifghe  bo a wid-
ow, thon woo to her! She way be be.
trothed asn moro ohild to a oy who
#iokons and dis.  Or sho may have been
matried to an old Koolin Brahwmin with
ono foot in the grave, who may have fifty
wives besides ; but he is of tho highest
Enestly caste, therafore an slliance with

im §s highly honorable., DBat he dies.
8ho may not haveknown him, hardly seon
him 5 nevortheless sho is now a widow for
life. Bhe is thonoeforward hold as one
forsaken of God and mun, and fit only {o
die, British law has done this for her,
that she cannot be burned on the funeral
pile with her husband's dead body; but I
am not sure that this js not the more mer.
oiful fate—to cudure the real yather than
the life-long dying, She is siripped of

er good clothes and jewels; her hair is
cut off; she must sleop, not now in a bed,
but on a mat on the floor; she must eat
only one moa!l in the day, and that of the
conraest food, and by herself, not with the
fi ily;shg must fast often besides; and
while the fast continues, she muat not
drink s drop of waler, even though she
ghonld be dying, She mustdo the moean-
est work of the house, and be tho servant
or drudge of evaryono, And worso than
this,—henceforth no love nor sympathy
ean come into hot life. No ono must say
& kind word to her, nor “oven give her a
pitying look ; for their superstition tells
these women, that if they ave kind to the
d&?ised widow, they will probably bo vis-
itéd by a like calamity themselves.,” “Now
what we want to do I8 to change all this;
aid by God's blessing on zenana work,
al] this is being changed.”

““One thing which is very pleasing is
$he manner in which the zenana teacher
is received, and the position she hoids in
the families to which she goes—she {8 in-
varianbly welcomed with the most demon-

strative joy. Her visits srem to bring li
aa} brightness to these dull homes,g;gg
her pupils long for the hour wheu she is to
arrive, YWhen there is sickness or tron.
ble, her sympathy and help are counted on
and prized, and she is th e adviser in every
diffionity, One old widow told Rer teacher
it wan ¢sunshiny ' the day she came, and
¢ gloudy ' when she was absent.”

The zenanas, of course, are a feature of
the higher caste lifo of India, Hore are a
fow words about the condition of the wo-
men of the lower castes,

“ It would be impossiblo to tell how ig-
norant the lower people are ; and the worse
is, that so little seemsto be done for them.
When you ask any of thess poor women
the very simplest question about God, or
their souls, or sin, or a hereafter, they
starve; and ssy, ‘How should we know?
we aro qurub lok (poor people) ; we know
nothing; or, as I have heard thom eay
more than once, ‘ We are only women—
how could wo know?' as if the sim.
ple fast oi being & woman was
egough to account in this wretched
1and for any amount of ignorance. YWhat
we want ig a thoroughly orgauizad wo-
man’s w rk, to reach the women of every
olass. No. only those of the higher olasses,
who live in the zenanas, but the poor, who
have fo live in huts, and cook, aud work,
and have no one to care for them or to
teach them anything—and there are in
all India more than a hundred millions
of them! The very thought oppresses
tho heart with a sort of Sespair. Buat
with God all things are possible,”

The following extract gives some idea of
the evils and suffaring which the system
of early marringes entailson poorchildren,

#Thore was an exceedingly Yreuy,
bright child of eight or nine, who looked
shyly and smilingly at Mis<H., vhomshe had
not soen since her marrage; ror hia poor
child, who ought to have been play ng with
her dolls in the nursery, wasa marry d lady.
The red mark which is mude with powder
across the forehead, and the slender oix-
clot of stoel round her waist, showsed her
betrothal had taken place. I spoke to the
bonnie little thing, and would heve taken
her on my lap, but she slipped away, and
sat down besido a woman whe had just
come in, oircling hor arms rouud her, and
g}ltting her hoad lovingly on Ler breast.

o wonder! This was the child’s mother.
Tho chief ‘)gow‘ explainoed that she was
only on a virit to them, though this was
nor father’s house; that she bad only come
for the pooja " (or worship), this being the
timo for the mombers of & family to re.
unite—but that very soon she must return
to the house of her husband’s family, to be
under the control of her mother-in-law.
When the poor child heard this, she burst
into a bitter ory aud sobbed as if her heart
would break; the tears streamed down her
face, while she clung to her mother, and
would not be comforted. I could hardly
keep from oryiug slong with her, Thisis no
exceptional case; the same tale could be
told of every Hindn ﬁtl from the age of
seven or eight, though, of sourse, some ars
happier with their new relations than
others, From the day & girl is married
she belongs far more to her mother-in-law
thau o ber own mother.

(To te continued.)




