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N oild Greek philosopher says:—

“ Number is the essence of all
things : and the organization of the
universe, in its varions determin-
ations, is a barmonions system of numbesrs
and their 1elations.”  *lThas number is
the prevailing law  or svmmetiy  of
the universe, the ultimate, the absolutely
veal.  “ Evervthing,” says Philolaus,
*which is known has in it nnmbers, for
1t is impossible either to think or know
anything without numbers.”. Pope savs :
—* We tlunk in numbers for the nam! s
come.  We either thiuk of evervthing as
a unit or under more compiex 1elations.”
Tu the physical world the question of
numbers hecomes very imiportant, when
the phienomena of heat, light and sound,
are solved according to the theory of
vibration.  The graudest, maost beautiful
creations in the universe, ate besed upon
the eternal laws of mathematics.  Life is
dependent upon a certain number of
respirations per hour.  Gravitation is
1esolved into a mystic force which acts
mversely as the square of its distance.
Heat is cousidered as a mode of pendular
motion,  Sound rests upon the relations
of vumber. Light as well, on the fact
that a certain number of vilnations pass
thiough space every second.  The whale
science of chemistry tests  upon  the
velations of number.  The symmetry and
beauty of wamber is  clearly  visible
throughout nature  From the simplest
botanical specimen, to the most complex
and delicately organized, the law of
maltiple and snb-multiple prevails. The
crystal, bright, palished, svinmetsical, is
defined by the number of its sides and
the magnitude of its angles.  In the
higher realm the thonghit universe, there
is also a sart of crystallization, an
intellectnal gravitation towards the true.
History clusters around a few great
names. Each in his own age and clime
has formed a ceutre arvound which all
noble thoughts, all great deeds revolve.

Could we lift the veil that sepaiates the
past from the present : wander into the
mist and the dieamiand of long ago, what
tevelations 2 What evidences of thought
and skill would meet oureves  Could we
view the colossal monuments of Asiatic
pride and Eastern despotism 2 Could
we see the proud mistress of the seas
dictating law tc the empite? Counld we
but catch a glimpse of the exquisite
sculpture, painting  and  statuary  of
Gievece !  Coutrast this Odiental spiendor
and magnificence with the present and it
will suffice to remiud us that ancient
civilization was oue vast svstem  of
machineiy, that the motor force was
simple and vet powerful, that it consisted
of a few master minds, that the mualtitade,
impulsive and passionate, was ever ready
then, as now, to follow the leaders voice,
to tread the foot-paths marked out per-
chance, by smne dating spuit centuties
ahiead of the times.

In these days of political organizations
and mass meetings we hear but little of
the individual life. The majority are
usnally in the wrong, the few aie in the
nght. These e the men of rugged
independent thought, who are fieed from
the trammels and shackles which centuries
of idol-worship  have lmposed upon
bumanity. One of the seven Sages of
Gieece remurked, “The majority ae
bad.”  As nature ever tends to array
berself in symmetricai forms: so  the
wmajority ever tends to  follow  certain
lines of thought, certain modes of action
and above all the time-worn fandmarks,
the old beaten paths.

The worid has been saved by the few,
the “scatteted rtemunaut”™ of the old
prophet Ezekiel.  Isaiali with his sublime
imagery takes up the same refrain, “a
tenth shail seturn ™ and “* these shall be
an highwav for the remmaunt of his people.”
The world's histary is the history of the
remnant. Leonidas  and  his  tlnee
hundied Spartans fell in the fiay. Al
Greece vose up and moved forward to
victory. The Helwew Neers in  theiv
prand, luxuriant imagery, saw in the
vemnant tire hove of Istael.  The flower
of cavalier chivahly meited like snow
before Cromwell and his stardy Puritan



