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arily responsible for perfecting and making effective the propoSed organ-
ization.

I have referred at sorne length te this matter, for the purpose of
strongly uirging the formnation of a local society affiliated with the Pro-
vincial Association in every eoulâty or district in the Province, and(- for
the purp)ose aise of strongly urging upon every medi-cal mnan in this Pro-
vince, and espeeially of the mnembers of the profession in the smlaller
villaiges ,and eoiuntry- districts an active interest in, and atteudancie on
the mieetings of thje local societies. The local societies are fihe essenitial
fouuldatioul 8tonles uponi whivh the larger organizations are buit and are
theurefore Vital to thle whole schleme.

We are sollleties told by physicians as a reason for nioni-attendancii(e
at ineical meetings, that thcy are tee busy to go from home, or that ail
iiimportanit case haclaîmcd their attention; but these ecesare somie-
timies enitirely valid, and vet it is a matter of constant observation that
it ia the really buisy, and influential, and intercsted men ^who contlinily
finid timie to attend the meetings of the local and other medicail ass,,ocia-
tions. 1 e!au tiiink of no greater honor than for a inedicalirmax to be
elected by his fellow pracetitioners as a member of the Committee of Gen-
eral Purposes of the Ontario Medical Association.

It is onily bly a erctdorganization that we can hope to exercise
that influencve ini matters coming within the legitimate sphere of oiur
work, wihwe, as physicianas ani enlightened citizens, are entitled te
exercisel.

If al better organjization lias been needed in the past, mucli more is
it needed at the present tiixne; we are living in very important days, nie
great uphleaval like the present war eau possibly leave the world as it
founid it; eyes are opcned, forces are unchained, whieh are bound te
change fihe face of the future. If the signe faîl not we are now standing
uplon the very thireshold of a great demnocratic and socialistie mnovement,
world wide ini its sweep and which may shake the very fondfations of
our present social and industrial structure. Physicians, froma the very
natuire of their touch with the great masses of men, Mnust regard such a
movemnent with sympathy and with a desire te help. Great wisdom and
restraint nxay be needed if such a movement is to prove an unm-ixed
blessing. Under such circumatances, 1 know cf no chia of men capable
of exercising a more salutary influence than are the general practitioners.
of mredicine in this or any other country. lI the homes o3f the people,
in their heurs of greatest doinestie felicity and exaltation, with thein
aise in the timne of greatest domlestie grief and bereavement, the3r easily
pass ite a special class of trustedl friends, and advisers the powver of
whose influience, neo man ina> ipeasure. Let us see te it that our inflit-


