
B3RUCE SMITH: RESI>ONSIBILITIES 0F HOSPITAL SUPE,11NTI-N])EN;is. 775

peror, hierseif tic first lady of ancient %vorld, visitced the thirty-five hos-
pitals of Constantinople, rnaking the beds of the poor and becorniing tie
rnaid-servant of the sick-charnber. \Ve ail know the naine of the angel
of niercy w'horn the Criniean War broughit to the help of the English siclc
and wouinded, and Uie naine of the equally xvorthy iniister of charity
%vhom America now honors, Clara l3arton, the represcntativ'e of that Red
Cross Society which kniows nothing of nationality, and xvhosc standard
of peace and hielp is now lifted b)' rnore than a score of Governrnents
over Uie fields of carnage and death. We have read of that later hieroine
of chaiity whom Florence Nighitingale inspired', Dorothy Pattison, usually
known as Sister Dora, wlîose hospital worlz aîîd w'lose niarvellous
streng-ti andc beauty of cliaracter have inspired rnany women to leave the
dreary dissatisfactions of a life of faslîionable pleasure for the enduring
re-vards of a life of clîarity.

A marvellous development of the hospital spirit lias been made. IL
incans nmore to 1e a hospital superintendent no1w tlîan ever before.
T1weiity years ago the Governinient returns for 1.886 showed that 7,035

patients had been treated dutring that year in the hospitals of Ontario,
ten years ig-o ilhe returns indicated an increase to 17,517 as the nunîber
of patients treated iii eur hospitals inii S96-. The increase xvas great dur-
ine tiiose ten ycars, but not nearly so rcniarkable as tiiose wre hiad to,
present this ycar. The last report shows tlîat duriing the past year tiiere
'vere trcatedi iii Uic hospitals of Ontario 41,950 pCrs0ns andc that tue total
annual expenditure for liospital nmaintenance, including capital accounits,
wvas $1,228,28q. \Wliat do tliese figures nîcan? Do they indicate an in-
creased public confidence, so that not only the poor, but thie wveil-to-do
class seelc hospital treatnîent? Do thiose figures nican thiat our liospitals,
by able mîanîagemnent and greater efficiency, have justified tlîeinselves s0
that the rici ai-e -lad to bequcatli larg-e sums for tlîeir erection and sup-
port? Wýith the niaterial prosperity w'liclî Canada lias been enjoyinîg- it
is pleasing to note the fact thiat chvic pride and local pliilantliropy have
g-Que hand in hiand iii dhe nmatter of hospital prog-<t-i.s, aiîd; wve have been
furnislîed wvitli a manifestation of a social and humanitarian niovement
tlîat is surcly creditable to, thie people of Ontario. Thîis growti of t1ie
hospital spirit w-hl continue if wve arc able to deîîîonstrate to thie public
tlîat every dollar is used to do tie nîost possible good. \-Vc must iîcver
foi'-et thiat hiospitais are týrtfflîlihd for tHe care of the sickz poor and in
these days w'hîei so niuch attention is paid to, makzing private w'ards lux-
urious there is probably too great a temptation to, favor the private
patients at the ecxpense of thc descr-ving poor iii tlîe pablic wvards. The
resources of a liospital are a public trust and tîcy nîust be guardeci and
uscd as sucli. Ecorioniy, conîsistent witli good îîîaîacnîent is so, cvideiît


