EDITORIAL, ‘ U445
THE EARLY DL\GNOSIS OF CANCER.

Students of medicine and*pmctltmners at large cannot hear too much ‘
upon the subject oI Cancer, since much of the tragedy in pxo[casxonal life " ¢
is bonnd up thh the dreadful disorder. Within rceent years there has -
been so much discussion upon the decper parts of the subject, that the
more obvious aspect has been neglected. .The surgeons. have, bcen‘

‘speculatmg upon the infectivity of the discase, and the 1n(1ucuce of -
Leredity. The pathologists have been searching for a specific pamsxte '
cne st affirming and another denying that it has been discovered.  T'lie
therapeutists have been busy with an esiimale of the influence of certain.
rays of light upoa ifs growth; and we have. hefud too luttlc upon the'l
necessity of an early and exact diagnosis. SR

‘Dr. Armstrong has done . well in recalling. the mmd ‘to a con--l
sideration ‘of the “essemtial “fact that cancer has a begimiing;-
‘that jt is primarily ‘a local dlsmse that in many instances there',
is a pre-cancerous state;’ that may e detectcd and, thati"-

it may be removed. 'J‘hls is the messwe of his eclinical lcctule 4
i1: the Montrcal General Hospital, wh]ch is printed in. this' 1ssuc of: ﬂm:‘::'
Journal for purposes of wider cnculatxon The ‘leeture will ‘reeall the-
old days in that mstltntlon, ‘when its: great clinical tcachms OSlel
Howard, Ross, Macdonnell, used -to seize- upon one theme, and stnppmg
it of all accessories, would. prcecnt it inthe sunphut) of. its. truth.  Tlie
lecturer made it clear that suécess'in dm]mcr with cancer rests. pmmarﬂy“;
with the general practitioners.. It is they who are first consulted about
the trivial uleer upon the tongue, about the hardly palp'xble « lump in-
the breast.” * Upon the carly rncmmtlon of the nature of the condition”
depends its successfil removal. . The best, which the’ 1ecor(]s show 'is:
twenty-five per cent. of recoveries and seventy- five per oent of failures.”
Dr. Armstrong’s declaration ihat these fi igures might he rever scd is none-
too optimistic, if physicians are alive to their respons:bxhw

The scrics of cases which was presented showed so perfectly the results
¢f carly, delayed and late diagnosis, that a profound impression’ ‘must’
liave been made upon the student mind.  The carly case proved that
recognition is not difficult, if only carc and industry be emplos ed- by the -
physician who is first consulted. The general practitioner cannot hold
himself gmlt]css if he allows.a commencing cancer to hecome mope*'able

In the issue of this JourxaL for May we had oceasion to mention the
retirement of Dr. F. W. Campbell from Bishop’s College, to give some
account of his public service and an estimate of his character. At the
same time we were obliged to chronicle the death of his only surviving
son, his eldest son having died not a year previously. To-day we desire



