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Si'UDIES IN TFHE GENLJS INCISALIA.
IlS' JOHN H. COOK. ALBIANY, N. Y.

%When J began the investigation of tisese butterfiies soute ycars ago,
four species reférable to the genus Ipicisaia were known to occur in the
eastern liaif of the continent, ûpus, Ieirici, aiUirus1its and ni5/,on. It svas
my aim to breed cai fromn egg to imago, and îsy a caretul comparative
stîîdy to furnisli the biological data whicli wosild enable ausyone taking an
active interest in t he grouip to refluat tlv obîservations, Verify and
supplemetît tise facts, and to correct any errors %vhicl 1 îoay have
made. 1 lsoped also 1»y outliniitg tle life-histories of tiiese four piecies to
fîtrnislh a basis for the proner study of the western repiesentatives of tise
genus, a îvork which is rescrved for that lepidsÎ terist of the trans.
Mississippi region who will ou day arise to tell us sonietliing of the early
stages of titose sîsecies knowîs to nbost of us in tle east as dead and dried

specimens " otsly.
'l'lie fact that the sîlecies nentioned were tlie îulv incinlîcis of the

group whichi liad becîs recognized in Eastern Northli .\îîerica,* lent to the
pirospsective success oif tlic undertaking tse ,îddri svalite of a comlsrelhensive
study of ail thie Sicies fund sîver a coinpîiiistiely wide area.

Reccnîly, liowcver, a fifîli species lias hieli iiica.rilicd. 1> %vas descrilsed
in the (A St N-oN iouMit.isi for J une, 1907 (1' 202), as IlleiSiiat,i/OS.
'l'ie discovery of this buttcrfly witiîn the îerritory wliicli 1 lad cxpected
to cover made it necessary to work ont its life-history or to forego tlîat
degree of comîîletencss wlsicli1I had îlaîsned for iîsy review of tIse genits.

TIhe nsenbory of many days of failiire preceding final siwcess in otîser
cases did not ]end encouragement to tlie houe of securiug the desired
inîformationt and material dîiring tIse brief stay whi1 i would be puossible at
the end of a two-lîîidred-mile jourîîey, but as îsoîling cau lie ascîmnîlislîed
without an effort, 1 deternined to make tue attelîsî.

Accordingly, arrangemtents were nmade Io visit tîle type locality
(Lakewood, N. J.) early in May, i907, in comnîy witi INîr. Frank E.
WVatson, tu whose work the recognlition of tîsis sîsecies seas largely due,
and Mr. Chas. H. Suniderland, of Ruttherford, N. J., ais ardent collector of
lepidoptera.

*Urtess the asre tf Ilisttval and Leconte .,tnijtd provce o eîtiiecl wsýpecifie distintioin.
t»sb ,5er s'


