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sessor an authority of speech for the church uliversal, such as the
prophets and the aposties exercised. Notwithstanding the wvriter
of a recent volume, it makes us, flot prophets, but interpreters.
It quiekens and enlarges the understanding, of the believer, both
iearned and unlearned, in harmony with his attainments, to dis-
cern the riches of God's Word. Its endowment is the very
opposite of a "'pious egotisrn " or a " premature holiness " on the
one hand, as well as of an " irreverent egotisrn " and a " seif-satis-
fied rationalism " on the other. Its teaching is that there is no
essentially private or individual interpretation of Seripture ; there
is but one grand, al. comprehensive, many-sided meaning ,, which
the one Spirit, brooding over ail, discloses to the seeking believer
in such portions as seemeth to Him best.

A thorough and familiar knowledge of Hebrew and Greek,
applied with diligence and candor by the individuai in search of
truth, xviii alxvays be respected. But something more than can-
dor and scholarship is absolutely necessary to a correct int,- rpre-
tation of the Scriptures. Professors and students may have
experienced the regenerating, and, to a considerable extent, the
sanctifving, power of the Holy Spirit ; but if there has flot been
realized His illuminating presence, one thing is iacking to make
them true interpreters.

The danger is that, xvhile theoretically admitting this, %ve may
practicaily ignore it, and perform the work of exegesis in the
class-r, om in a rnerely gram mati co-historicai way, appiying
those principles, no doubt, with marked fidelity, but 'vithout the
one thingr needful to discover in the Seriptures the word of ever-
iastmng life.

The question is pertinently asked, xvhy so large a proportion
of the ministers of our church seidom or neyer make use of their
seminary instruction in Hebrew and Greek exegesis in their sub-
sequent pulpit preparation. Their scholarship in Hebrewv and
Greek is unquestioned, they can distinguish grammatical forrns
with exactness; why, then, do they not niake use of this knowi-
edge i n their repeated preparation for the pulpit ? The question
is easiiy ansxvered, in part, at least. In their preparation for the
pulpit they are confronted with the great facts of sin, a fallen
race, and the necessity of divine help. Under such circuni-
stances the only truth xvorth preaching is a living truth, flot oniy
a Spirit-given, but a Spirit-interpreted. truth. But they had not
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