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sions of the Frec (.hurch of Scotlaiid in Iii(ia. My duties kc1,t mne twelve
montlis ini thxe counmtry, anid frequently led me to spcnd days in ilge
away from roads or railways. Ilihad prcviouisly rcad wvliat anicient religli ls
boolis of India could lie found in translations, and suich expositors of Indian
religions as Professor H. H. Wilson, Dr. Max Müilcr, Professor Mouler
Williams (perhiaps the safest guide), Sir W. W. Hunter, and others.
I went to India with thie resuits of tiuis readinc in my mcmory, ready to
app]y the instruction received, expecting- to sec wlîat I liad ]ueard or read.
Wbat 'was apparent, on the contrary, Nvas a wonderful religious confusion
of worslups in w1hal was calledlinduisim, a heterogeneous, alznost fortuitous
conglomeration of reli gions, and the universal prevalence of worships,
continually fed by niew shoot--s froni a living, gcrmnating polythieism, quite
distinct from that of the deities of the Hindui pantheon. Clement of
AIexarndria and Eusebius of Ca.sarca, to say nothing of the Propliet Isaiali,
seed to me to give the descriptions of cyc-ivitnesses as compared %vithi
most of the above-menitioncd authorities. The resuit wvas bewilderment,
and the mental .-,onciusion ivas tliat one Brahmnan doctrine appcared to ho
true--the doctrine of MAaya or Illusion, and that 1 hiad fallen a victini tu
it. Soon, howevcr, I got lîold of men wio, wvere seriousir striving. to, see
the natives of 1india as tlucy are, and flot as the ]3rahînans describe then.
mnembers of the Arclueolo*gical -Survey of India, contributors to thme ATdiaz, 1

.Antiquary and publications of a like kind in Calcutta and Madras ; abovi.
ai], minute descriptions of the habits of thie peop>le of the varions provinces.,
such as înay be found in the volumes of tlî' Bonmay Gazetteer, or genier-
alizations froîn long personal observations, suclu as thiose of Sir A. Lvdli
in his " Oriental Stuidies" and ilie invaluable ,ms. folios of Mr. Btuchlanan._
Hlamilton in t.he Inidia Office. Tlîey ail told a different tale froni mny pre-
viou3 authorities. Let me, therefore, in this imîmer give the results o>f
personal observations ratiier than of readiii.

If w'e tak-c the census of I 5-sl as a basis, the uion-Christian population
of Jjndia may be roughly dividcd into ilindus, abioriginal tribes. Moiain.
medans, and certain miscellancous sects, including- Jains, Buiddliist.
Parsecs, Sikhs, etc. The umisceclaneous group includes% about six illions;
of pcople, the Mohammiedans about fifLy millions, Nvhile thme Uiindus and
aboriginal tribes aînoun',' to, about two hundred and six millions. 0f tis
two lhundrcd and six millions probablv over twenty millions have n reli-
tion to llinduism at ail, and belong to, thie anlsGodKiasis, aud ta
the Hill tribes of portions of l3cngal. Amnong the rcmainingr one lundred
aud ciglity-six millions, who may bc callcd Ilindus, tueft arc multitudes
variously classed under the naine of out-caste or depressed castes. TluesM'
.na>' bc estimated at from forty to sixty millions, Ieaving about one ]mundred
and tliirty millions of caste Hindus. Caste Hinduism rests on a ba!sis of
deprcssed caste-s entirely outside oif thue Bralinmanie division, aud tmese are
again surrounded by> a fringe of aboriginal tribes. Thiis lias an important
bcaring upon C'hristian mission work. Thnsc' isosiiil have Iithiert

Way


