892 FOREIGN MISSION DAY AT NORTHFIELD CONVEXNTION. [December

8 yearly gathering of 25,000 students to compete for a literary prize, such
as takes place at Nanking 2

‘*If a Chinaman determined to acquire an education, and was too poor
to afford a light, he'd steal the light which streamed through the kaot-hole
of a more fortunate neighbor’'s room, and if there were no knot-Lole he
would make onc. -

¢ China is rousing herself. She has been generally supposed to bedead,
but she’s a pretty lively corpse. -She isn’t even sleeping. She has 2 fine
flect of merchant steamers, a better navy than that of the United States,
China is to be onc of the great factors in the development of the worid,
The Christianizing of China is the only solution of the Chinesc problem,
Exclusion won’t do it. But there are reasons for being hopeful abont
China. First, its doors Lave been opened, and there is free access to the
country ; sccond, there is a betier feeling toward us despite the recent
attacks on missions which occurred in the most turbulent districts ; were
it not so there would have been fifty massacres instead of two people killed.
There is more willingness to hear and a greater measure of success, con-
sidering obstacles. Twenty-five years ago there were less than 500 Chris
tians. To-day there are 40,000, who have raised $40,000 for the snpport
of Christianity. In 1877, 41,000 patients were treated in hospitals. In
1889, 347,000 patients were treated. But you can’t count heads in the
Chinese problem. There is too large an unknown quantity. You mes
solve the problem by algebra, notsarithmetic, to find the unknown quan-
tity. Agmin, the dominant class is open to you.

Tt is not correct that we only touch the scum. If you go fishing for
shrimps, you catch shrimps ; and if you go fishing for whales, you catch
whales. In fishing for souls, you arc apt to catch just what you fish for.
I believe we are on the verge of a mighty uphearal, 2 mighty outpouriag
of the Holy Spirit. The truth of God, eternal, unconquerable, invincible,
will go forward in these latter days witk: increasing force and momentum.
I sce no reason why China should not be converted in fifty years if the
Church of God will do ler duty. If the work has seemed a failure, itis
because the Church has not upheld ovr arms in prayer.  We are not praved
for as we ought to be, nor do you give as vou ought. Give until vos
feel it.

Evening meeting : Dr. H. C. Mabic, on China.

““I too read tlat unfortunate article by one of our captains, who fre-
quently eoes to Chinz, in which ke says, ‘I have yet to discover ome
Ciiinese Christian.”  Some men are born blind.  He would probably hxe
as great difficulty in discovering one here.

““ The first Sunday after my arrival I went o a service in a mission oo
ducted by a Christian rice wierchant.  He related to me his esperiesce
He said that as soon as he was converted he determined to close his shop
on the Sabbath, though he was wamed that he weuld lose all lis inde
For a time he was ridiculed, and his shop was almost deserted ; but lik
by litile the people found that nowhere could they be so fairly and how
cstly dealt with 5 they became willing to wait over the Sabbath for the she
of dealing with a man on whom ther could depend.  Histrade increasedis
beyond what it bad ever been before.  Now he has become = minisier of
Chiist.

* Daring the service T was called upon to speak, which Idid. Myten
wasJohr 1212, * As mmmy as received Him, to them gave He pawerto
become the sons of God, cven to them that belicve on His name.” Idwdk




