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deatlî to the apostate is at ail tinies liable to b ecnforccd. The martyr-
doin of 'Mirza Ibrahimi, comtrary to expectations, bias iad. a. depressinc,
effect on the work niong Moliaiumnedans iii Azerbijan. Inquirers hiav.e
drawnl back, shirinking froin, drinkzing t'tic saine cîîp. Sonie of theni say
that, to forego wcaýlthi, position, and even life is a greater cross than thiey
can take up. Time work-er-s, too, liave feit the need of cxcrcising greater
caution timam before. The baptsn of a Piersîan wonuiau in Ispîahan, in
1894, was thie occasion of riotons demnonstrtioms. Afatva or deerc %vas
givcn by a Altjtilid to kiWl the inissionary wrho was the ineans of lier co-(i
version. he -%o',nan was seized, but lier life %vas spared, auid sie is cOu.
fined iii the harem of the prinice-govermior, wliere she w-as Iately seen l'y
the ladies of the mission. It is a cause for thnnkhsg!,iving that she bias
been perinittcd to live.

In viev of tAie situation unissionaries are in a quandary as to their dutv.
Seine believe iii aggrressive %ork for LMoliamniedans in spite of goivril.
mecnt prohibitions, '%vlhle others advocate continuiiug to give special attin-
tion to non-MNohiammne!d.-n races until Providence opens up the door mu're
cffectually. The Chntreli Mission at Ispaliax sems lately to be working
aggressivcly. Of its work liev. «W. St. Clair Tisdall writes in the Glturdt
Xèissionary Intelligencer (Junc, 1890) : "Six persons bave recently I-en
baptized iii Julfa alone, after very caref ni and Iong-continued instruction,
and those a-a wvorking quietly amnong tlîcir frienîcs and relatives. These
couverts estinate the nuinber of secret believers iu tiat neighIborntud
alone at inany thoîîsands. The saine is more or Iesqs thte case tlmrculmIuut
the country. Belief in Christ as the one *Savior of the wvorld is s readin.
riapidly. Consiulerable umbers attend the Snuîiday services aui f111c
classes. lîeld iii connlectiomi -%vitli the Varions mnissions, mmdi ail over the
country there are candidates for baptisni. he writcr of the haresem:é
article lias ]îad sonie experience of religrious -vorlc in India. and othier cumin-
tries-, but nowlmere hlis lie ivitncesscd anytlîing approaching thi, iitercet in
thec Gospel nowv shown in] inany 1parts of ]Iersia." I do not tbink any one
-%vould 'write of the population of Northlwest Persia ivitit the saine dcgrec
of sangminctnes, but evcrywhere thiere is freedoni for discussion. The
1?cisianis are rcinarkably fre iii the use of their tongrues on every suuiject
(except thieir harems). Tlîey spcak cvii of dignitaries 'Nvithîout lut or hum-
drance. Tirades against the mnollahs and sentiments disloyal te tbe Shali
are uttercd evemu iii public wvitliout fear. In likc mnamner religious discu.ç-
sion is indnlged in witlî littie restraint. Timere is opportunity for tia hrc-
entation of the Gospel to individual Molannimedans, and slit objection
is raiscd inastil sonie. one accepts tlue trnt.î

WVhat the influence of thie Bà,ibis wiIl 'be toward solvi-ng the problen
of religions liberty is not yet evident. Their position is complicatcdl k'
their political aspirations, and by their former attempt (1852) te &W
sinate the Shlahi .\,-sr-i-bin. Rumior pcrsistently conneris thein wvith his
final taking ifE u 'May Ist, 18965. Altho their severe persecutions Lave
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