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mnunity composed of diverse races and colour'
.and his conviction is strengthiened by what
lie has read about the coloured classes in
Deniara and Triiîidad. Hie forgetý that
the industrial and social condition of Derne-
Trara andOTrinidad, where the population is
-dense and the negroes are consequently coin-
pelled to work for a living, is very different
froin that of Jamaica.

Hie was, however, very glad to get away
from bis Island-after four years service.
Immediately on bis return power changed
'bands, but the new Colonial Secretary,
Lord, Grey, had appreciated Lord Elgin's
abilities, and offered hilm the Governor-Gen-
,eralship of Canada. The offer ivas accepted
-tvith a deep sense of the responsibilities
.attachied to the office. "4To watch over the
iinterests of those great offshoots of the Bri-
tish race îvhich plant themselves in distant
lands; to, aid thein in their efforts to extend
-the domain of civilization, and to fulfil that
first behest of a benevolent Creator to, His
~intelligent creatures-' subdue the earth '-

to abet the generous endeavour to irnpart
to those rising conîrunities the full advan-
tages of British lavs, British institutions,
.and British freedom; to assist thein in main-
-taining unimpaired, it may be in strengthen-
ing and confirming, those bonds of mutual
affection îvhich unite the parent and de-
pendent States-these are duties not to be
Iightly undertaken, and which rnay well
dlaim, the exercise of ail the faculties and
,energies of an earnest and independent
-mid.»

On the eve of bis departure for Canada,
Lord Elgin married, as bis second wife,
Lady Maryr Louise Lambton, daughter of
the first Ear] of Durham. The union wvas
significant, for to realize Lord Durhiam's
ideal of a Governor was the special aim of
Lord Elgin. "The principles," says bis
biographer, "on which hie undertook to con-
duct the affairs of the colony ivere, that hie
.should identify himself with no party, but
mrake hirnself a mediator and moderator be-

tween the influential pf ail parties ; that he
sh~ould have no Miinisters who dîd not enjoy
the confidence of the Assembly, or, in the
last resort, of the people ; and that lie should
not refuise bis consent to, any measure pro-
posed by bis Ministry, unless it 'vere of an
extrerne party character, suchi as the Assem-
bly or the people îvould be sure to disap-
prove." These, as bis biographer rernarks,
ivere the principles on îvhich lie had already
acted in Jamaica. Lord Elgin himself says:
1'I stili adhere to rny opinion that the real
and effectuai vindication of Lord Durhani's
memory and proceedinégs will be the success
of a Governc- -General of Canada who wvorks
out bis viewvs of governinent fairly." In fact
as the foot of the new Govemor-General
touched Canada, Personal Government de-
parted and Responsible Government finally
entered on the scene. lt wvas one of the
consequences of the change produced in the
spir it of Britisli goverument by the Reform
Bill oi 1832.-

Lord Elgin's piedecessors had been old
men. He had the advantages both of phy-
sical and mental youth. On the night be-
fore the morning of bis inauguration there
wa-q a treniendous snow storm, and the snow
had driftcd so much that it seeied doubtful
whether a sleigb could go froin Monklands
to Montreal. But hie declared that hie hiad
no notion of being deterred by weather, and
got into a one-horse sleigh, with very small
runners, whîch brought hum safe to town. He
was able to, get through heavy workat a pinch,
and niake long and rapid journeys, wvhenever
business or popularity required it. Hie went
among the people, «%alked. to, church, attend-
ed public meetings, led the cheering, made
friends everywhere by bis geniality and bis
affable demeanour. Thanks to bis early
practice at the University Debating Society,
where Gladstone, Sidney Herbert, Lowe and
others had been formed at the samne turne
îvith him, hie w'as the best speaker in the
Province, and, being an excellent Frenchi
scholar, bie was able to address the
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