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don"t kno'v as it wvas wicked," IlDid 1 speak
eross ?*>' IlShe.sang as mneriy as a lark." Per-
haps this pliraseology niay be held to have a
peculiar beauty in American eyes, which may
also look down on us as captious for objecting
to the sentence, IlBy the tirne we reach the
restaurant we wvilI be ravenous. " Then the ex-
pression that a person could flot hear hier owit
cars xnay be idiornatic, but strikes us as more
quaint than forcible, and the description of a
picture of a Ilpretty wood interior> leaves us
entirely in the dark as to what the subject of
the picture wvas. It miglit be the recesses of a
forest, or the inside of aframe-house, or, stay, a
section of pine log would suit as well. The
question further suggests itself ivhetherè al
American ladies, married or unmarried, are
called " 1Madame"' in common parlance, and
our ignorance of the conventionalities of life
in Newv York must excuse us for asking whe-
ther it is usual for young unm-arried gentlemen
to take their unmarried lady friends of the
highest respectability for wvalks and drives
alone in the Central Park, and to treat thein
to breakfast or dinner at a restaurant ?

Certainly, if a British novelîst wrote such
things, or depicted an American hero so mucli
a snob as to draw a sketch of a young 1;,d, lie
hardly knows, wvhile in church, and on coniing
out to accost lier, show bier the. drawing, and
say lie lias been watching ber for three-quarters
of an liour, we fancy tliat British novelist ivould
" vith a blush retire" before lis revieivers of
tlie B3roadway. Or if lie depicted, as Mrs. D un-
*can does, a literary blue-stocking appealing in
utter ignorance for information as to Ilwho the
ilater- Dolorosa was ?" the unfortunate man
would sink, deservedly, to the rank of a carica-
turist.

In the course of the tale Lucia pays several
v sits to Ottawa, and gives entrancing accounts
of fancy-dress balîs at the Governor-General'sf
and other intensely înteresting events of a kmn-
dred nature. Over this masquerade Mrs. Dun-
cani waxes poetical to the verge of vagueness.
After trying several times -.'e grave up the vain
attempt at extracting any meaning from this
pen portrait of one of the cliaracters ; perhaps
our readers mi-ay have better luck : " A Frencli
peasant girl, not in sabots and Jewishi haïr, but
as she wvas in bier apotheosis wvhen Eug;énýe
trarisfigured lier in those last days of hier per-
sonal empire, ere she discarded forever the girl
dress even ir, a masquerade." 2ewis1i hair ?
-Prsonal empire, as opposed to wvlat other
kind of empire? Our reason totters and we
give it up.

As a finishing toucli to our perplexity, wve are
alinost drivert to doubt wvhether, after ail the
-descriptions of the Ottawa River, Government
buildings, &c., -%vhich our authoress gives us,
she lias ever been in Canada at ail]. Howv else
can we explain the astounding assertion made
on-p. 62, tliaf the lJnsophisticated wvas easily

known as an American, on account of the stupid
mistakes slie made about the Canadian rnoney.
Are wve dreain-kg, or is it not: a fact that the deci-
mal coinage of dollars and cents is common to
both sides of the St. Lawrence? Could Lucia
be so very unsophisticated as to think we stili
clung to the old pounds currency ? or liow else
can lier mnistake be explained, for lier shopping
can liave liardly been large enougli for lier to
be puzzled over the difference in purchasing
pow'er between a dollar in greenbacks and a
Cariadian dollar. Ail we can do is to dismiss
Mrs. Duncan and lier book, witli strict înjunc-
Lions to do better next time, %vhich, judging
fromi the liveliness of lier descriptive powers as
shown in several of the passages, she ought: to
flnd no impossible task. In particular, the pic-
turcs of farm life round Ottawva, with the start-
ling contrast between the ;,zodus vivenzdi of the
Lower Canadian French settler and the strict
Scotch Presbyterian, are remarkably wvell
adapted to convey a good idea of Canada to
readers across the border. Mrs. Duncan's
book ivill probably find plenty o;f readers in tlie
Dominion as well, and we hope the pecuniary
results will be sucli as to dispel alI lingering
doubts in lier mmnd as to the nature of Cana-
dian currency.
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We have often thouglit that the expression
"Platonic love»" should bear the biame for the

general incredulity that exists as to the very
existence of the state of feeling whicli those
words are supposed to indicate. It is an un-
liappy phrase, expressive of an amphibious na-
ture, standing Ilone foot on ]and, and one on
sea,-" half owning allegiance to Dan Cupid,
and the other haîf to the ancient philoso-
pher and lis scholastic disciples. And
these conflicting interests, like the un-
matdlied horse of the desert and patient steer,
evilly yoked togeilier, do generally end by jerk-
ing the persons -%vlo experience their struggles
into somne more or less mniry ditcli. At least,
that is the fate wve have generally found in store
for the fictitious dharacters whose authors have
led tliem a dance after that will-o'-ihe-ý%visp,
Platonic affection.

But why should this be so in real life? As
we advance fardlier from the stage of the orien-
tal despot, with i s harem of caged slave-wives,
inay we not expect to find more and more real
friendship and to, experience more kinmanship
of soul between man and wvoman, apart from
any thouglit or desire of marriage ? As soon as
the sexes are more evenly educated, and the
avenues to learning, and to that practical use
of learning which is its end, are thrown open
to aIl corners, it stands to reason that a man's
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