
Life of Dr. John Ersldne.

or 21, and received his early education in thE
City ofEdinburgh. Hie seems to have entere]
the UJniversity in 17.9., ana in addition to thE
public instructions of the Professors, he enjoyed
the benefit of a private tutor in Mr. Robert
Bryce, afterwards Minister of Dron, in Perth-
sbire, a man eminent both for scholarship and
religious principle. It appears that Dr. Erskine
bad'been a diligent student, by the souna know-
reage of classical learning he possessed ini rub-
dècpxent years, and by the number of common-
place books which he iilled up duriug his
éaucatiorial course. Hie wrote these in short-
hand, and ho left them in this state, without
any key to decypher them, a circumstance
which shews the sîmplicity of bis aim ini the
pl'osecution of bis studies, though much to be
regiretted in preventing us having a fuller illus-
tration of bis mental istory. The subjeets to
which the attention of the student is directed,
after the languages, are logic, and moral philo-
soýUly,--aùd' the gentlemen who occupied these
cliôi, while Dr. Erskine was a student, appear
to'have been botli of them accomplished and
efficient teachers. We find hlm, in after years,
expressibg his sense o? the gratitude he owed
thern for the benefit he derived from tiseir
labours. In these days, the loic chair took
cognizance not only o? its own proper subject,
the teaching the young men to distinguish just
reasoning froin false, but it embraced rhetozic
and znetiphysics. Dr. Stevenson was the Pro-
fes7sor of this Chair. Hie delivered original
lectures of bis own, but besides these, lie sup-
plemented the course with various text-books,
a miethod of great importance in enabhng a
teacher to reach the undersitandings of' all who
attend bis classes. It appears, iadeed, that Dr.
Stevenson's mode of teaching the young men,
possessed the rare excellence of embuing their
niinds witli the love of study, and of preparing
themà ta engage in professional duties. IlThe
aculeness of the students,"1 Eays D~r. Ersitine,
"'was exercised by frequent opportunities given
to them to impuga a philosophical. thesis, and
they were taught te apply te practice the rules
of composition, in discourses prescribed on
subjects connected with eloquence, -logic, zmeta-
physies, and the history of philosophy." The
moral philosophy appears to have been confined
strirtly withiz its own province, the philoaophy

of rnorals or duty,* including its applica.tion tO
Ia community,-political, economy being thug 8,
legitirnate departmnent for the labours of the
Professor. As it may be a. subject of interest
to some of our readers, we give Dr. Erskine*e
account of the manner ini which the Professor
conducted the class.

"cDr. (aftervards Sir Johin) Pringle, taught
at the saine time the Moral Philosphy class.-

is lectures Nvere not on so large a avale. Hie
dia flot enter into, curious disquisitions on the
foundations of morality, or on the progress oft'
society;. and lie soon dispatched wbat he chose
to say on pneumatics and naturdl religion. Hia
lectures were calculated for doing good, not for
a display of' bis talents, or for gaining applause.
They led his bearers to un acquaintance with
the world, and to, the knowledge of their own
hearts. They taught thern what dispositions
are good, and just, and ivise, and honourable.
As f'ar as reason goes, they delineated the paths
by which. individuals and families niay probably
reachi safe and innocent.. enjoyments, and by
wvhich, states acquire and preserve their pros-
perity. TheY warned the students agaiast the
dangers to which. human virtue and happinessý
are exposed, and recommended various means
for repellingr them. Generously unwill.ing to
grasp the honour to-which, in bis opinion, an-
othe' r had a juster dJaim, he often illustrated
and confirnied his im~portant remarks, gn mor-
ais, on governiment, and on police, by reading
long passages fromnPlutarch, Montaigne, Char,,
ron, Bacon, Sydney, Harrinigton, Molesworth,
and others.

"To those students with w4o.seprqficjený.y, -

liewas best satisfied,4ep h& p ed,d*çure,
sometirqjei iinEnglish,. and son2etinsn Latin.
Every .qne WaaljqNved to compqsçt en natuiral,
religioun,-:.znorals, or politics, as his genius. or
i4cljqatiQn, prfompted 'h i. But the. paýrtilar
subject'was çtç, qined by lot. Many individu-
ais frorn other classes attended wvhen these dis-
courses were delivered. That, great encourager

SDr. Chàlmers, in bis introdnctory lecturo at St.
Andrews, in the session of 1823-24; was the Érst ta
expound the ýiÔpriety of thus defining the Iiaiiut of
mnorai phiiosophy. We have seen also, Iately, in i.hat
excellent paper, the Hal:fax Guardian, tome god
observations on this subject.


