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fserved b>' acting ini agreement witb îvhat St.
Paul here enjoins. Arîd we do think, rcasoning
upon hummn principles, that is, keeping autof aur
consideration ail referenca tu the Divine interpasi
tion for preserving tce gospel from perislîing
amtong P*in, were St. Paul's precept ta lie totally
rieglected, the effiict wvould bc the e\tin ctiou
af religion. If titis position, in its fou extcîît, hc
well fountded, or i wveII foundcd to any great ex-
lent, it ouglit mnost ccrtainly ta operate upon the
ininds of &Il, and mare especially upun the minds
of tiucin u, from their situation have more or less
influence upon those around tiienu, and ta lent]
them scrupulously natta forsake thet nsseusbiing af
themelves togetier.

It were well for a min ta remember, that when
ho violates the laws of Gad in any instance,
even thougbl it bie in failing ta observe a positive
appointinent, his sin dots not test with, la nat Caoi-
fined ta himslf ; Chat it ncvcr fails to go bey ond
himschf, and less or more ta infect, if not fiîîally
toa estroy cthers. Truc, ut the grent day ofaccount
et'ery anc shial lio made respansible for îvhat lie
himself shall lie fouzîd ta bave donc ; but sucli îs
the intimiste connection subsisting bctwccen ane
mane anai t.he men around hito in tbie world, that,
at that solemn day, rnany wvill perhaps llnd that
the candemnatory sentence of the Suprcmc Judge
shall fot bc based aloue upon the evii Chat tht>'
have personally donc, but also upon the cvil aiý
which they bave bee the occasion i ontiers.

Let us bc careful, then, ta îvalk blamneless in al
the ordinances and commindments of Goc. In tiis
lies our safcty--in an opposite course our cbicf
danger. Amen.

TUr uuse or Ine rArsL ntEftÂiCu. My "vE ,mV. ROBER
LSS, SJINISTFR OF CAMM5IE, SCOTLxN*D.
Psion Üsc Ciiurch o'f ScoUttnd tILagazinc.

<Conlnuled fromn page 5-4.)
29. The causes hitherto aduccd, affecteid the Epif.

copal order generally; WC cumc now to %ho." îvhich
tendetu tintroduc.ean inequaliiy of rnkind.tuliori:.y
among the bishops themscivcsz. Thc circrns:ances
which cxalted metrualitans above biehnps, exarclîs
auti patriarchs abzve mietropalitans, andi finally, the
pope abave ah], bear, il ivili bc obserreci, a closec rc-
ipemblanre in those by whîch the bif hops had ahtained
a superiority ovcr the Preshyters: non çan it bie de-
uita bhat ort certin Atowiede af the sieps b>' which
theformer ascended Io powver andi digni:>', confirais,
as mucli as an>' arglnmeni frein ani!té%v can, the ac-

caunt formerly given ai the anglen andi pragresa of
the Episcopal arder.

.10. The meetingof the churehaof Jerusalcm, men-
sioncd Acts xv , is by many authars considereti as tht
firnt Christian counicil. A lictie attention, however,
tnay convince us, thait the asembi> in qeto if
cd train the meetings afierwrd, ca by that narre,
in even>' thing except its abject, namely, the adjust.
ment ut' conitroversies.

31. Cuncerning the arigin of counicils, there are
tivo opinions. Someê imagine the idea tu have been
suggested by the meeting at Jcrusalein, already no.
ticed: ta othens,t it appeats mare probable, that the
Gneeks, among iitoîn counecils oa their origin, imi-
taîed rte cojifederacies of free aaes, whîich, froin
the earliest ifneshad prevailedamonigîhatcelebratedl
people.

W) That, durin.- the apostolic age, the churches of
Christ wvenc bound ta ihicin only b>' unit>' oai th, and
af spirit, and of teachers, i utfficiently apparent
frain the New Testament; andi we bave every rea-
bon to b2lieve, thast they continueti su fora cansidera-
blc period afterivards. Ail inatters af internai con-
cerninent 'vere conducteti b>' the presbyterial court,
?n coîî%ssîry-; aîîd though a practice ai cansultîng.
in cases of difficultîy, tuse cixurches which hati
been founded b>' tht apostles, ver>' generali>' prevail-
cd, yet the opinion af lthe latter nsight or iniigt flot
be actcd upun, astht consulîing- panttliou.litpraper.

33. Of bytisù or councils-îh e former being the
Greek, the latter the Roman naine fur the meetings
utuder considenaion-we finti not the slightesi vestige
belte tht mniddle of the second century. That ai
fursi the people hati a vaice in thoîin, appeans front thc
tsîiiony ot ancient ivriters, paricularly ai Eusebiub
and Oyprian. The former of these wnitcns descrîb-
in- a couricil held ai Antioch, ia the former part af
the* third century, b>' whicb Paul of Samosata was
condemncd as a bcretic, has preservea a superscrip-
tion, wlîich proves, beyand dispute, that laymen were
E!resent and votd. Cyprian ahso fnentions nut only

isiîaps, pre.-,yters and dcnccns, bont Laied, as partici.
pauing in tht decîsians ai lIwa Synotis, tht one htld
at Rame, the other nt Carthtage ; in which latter the
re-adntissian inio0 the chtu ch of those wha bad fallen
oft front tht faitli dturing the perseutidn under De-
ciuis, foinied tic principal subjeet of debate. The
saine cause-, the mast pawerfui af which, probabiy,
iras cicrical ambition, which lias diminished, or an-
nihîhatcd tht powrr ai the p>eople, in tite goverameni,
ai singie churclies, graduali>' excltided îhemn front
theqe more qcneral consultations, tli ai lastIl cauit-
cil-." becanse liferellil Ilmeetirgs ai the clergy."

34. -N- sooner ha tîte bint been suggesttd by the
Grechis, than, either [aom caprice or lram a convic-
tion ai their îtîility, synotis bccame aimait univer-
sal atnsng Chnibtiaxts. The importance afierirards
attached tc, %hemn, tht influence tht>' exenicti on the
Christian world gentrally, and on the power of the
hicrarchy in particular, funini a singular contrait witb
the obscuitiy and uncentainîy af ihetir origin.

35. Asbw-in.-under tht same civil gaverminent, the
charclies, ai finsi, ai anc province, met by theil dv-
ties, for tht ptînpascs of d iscussing-, andi aidetermîn-
in; Matiers. which regarded, thtir cominon interest,
or w1hiclî afîectcd particular churches. The mutropo-
lis iva naturailly sclecteti as the inosi convenient
place ai holding these meciiii- in which the biàhop
af the irapital gcnerotIy pncsi&'ec. tsygnrl,
btcau,;t inseveral provinces, particularl>' those ofiAf-
rica, (excepi Carthage,) the president ai the syniod
'vas chosen, not an account af issee,but b>' scttiiy.

' Fra Paolo, "-De flenci." wbo ta fottowed 17 Campbett.
f MMeetn and ti iers.
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