A CATECHISM OF GOVERNMENT AND DISCIPLINE,

the infallibility of the Church, Acts xvii. 11; 2 Cor
i.24. Against thedoctrine of transubstantiation, and
the sacrifice of the mass,  Acts jii. 20,21, Teb. ix
24-923; x. 12—-14. Against the doctrine, that the
good works of thesaints are weritorious in the sizh
ot God. Isa.lxiv. 6; Eph. ii. 8,9; Rom. xi. 6. Az
the doctrine of purgatory, and that praversought tobe
offered for the dead Lauke xvi. 22, 23; xxiii. 43;
2Cor. v. £ 1 Johni. 7, Rev, xav, 13, Agawnst the duc-
trine, that saints, images, and relics onght to be woi-
shipped.  Ex. xx 4, &; Rev xix J0, xxii. & 9
Against the doctrine, that the Scriptures ouwht not_to
be read by the laity. Deut. vi, 6,7; Mai. xxu. 29,
John v. 3. Aganst the doctrine, that celibacy, and
abstinence from certain kinds of meats, are connected
with exalted piety, and superior sanetuy of characicr.
Lev. xxi.10,13; 1 Cor. vii. 2; 1 Tim. v, 3; ini. 2,
1Cor. viii.8 T'he Presbyterian Refurmed Chuiches
bear their testimony against these and many other er-
rorsof the Church ot Rume, as being anti-Chiohan
and destructive tothe sons of men.

1L In what * atdo Pre<byterians view the Pro-
lesuiu;t Establisk:y Churches of England and Ire-
land

They regard them as Churches of Christ, bat at
the sametime, so unseriptural in their constilution
and adninistration, as to oblige them to aintain 2
separate eommunion.

1V. What i~ there in the constitution and adiinis-
tration of these Churches, to which Preshyierians
object?

1. They object to the power and authority, in spi-
ritual matters, which these Churches deddare to be
vested in the supreme magivrate, whether mnle or
female ;—(See Act, 26, of Heary VI, chap. 1) by
which itis enacted, *that ithe king hath tali punes
and authority to heas and determine all manner of
causes ecelesinstis ), and reform and correct all vice,
sins, errors, heaesies, whatsoever ' And see, also, w
the 34th ariicle, in which at s asseried, that, * whosu-
ever doth openly break the traditions and ceiemonies
of the Church, hutteth the aut! ority of the magis-
trate.”  Matt, xxxiii. 10; Eph. i. 22,

2. They object 10 these Churches, that, accurding
totheir constitution, the Parliament of the nation, con-
sisting of Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Independents,
Quakers, Papists, and Infidels, have the powerof de.
termining how many prelates and pastors they shall
have; as exemplified in late Acts of the Legislaut,
in diminishing, to a great extent, thenumber of their
Bishops in Ireland,

3. They object, that, in consequence of this con-
troul and authority, which these Clirches coneede 1o
the civil government in religious things, they arcren-
dered incapable of reforming, purifying, or extend-
ing themselves, ot cotrecting any errors or abuses 1n
their system

4. Holding, as Preshyterians do, that Christ has or-
dained, in his Word, all the institutions which his in-
firite wisdom judged necessary for the edification of
l.s spiritual body, and has taught the best pussible
manner in whicl'they are to be adiinistured and ob-
served, they object to the power cluimed by these
Churchesta decree rites and ceremunices in the wor-
ship of God, (see arucle 20,) and to alier the mude m
which he has appointed his own institutivns to be ob-
served. Prov.xxx.6; Rev xxii. 18,

_ 5. They object to such ceremonies asthe following,
which these Churches have decreed, and which have
no warrant in Seriptare:— The numerous festivals ap-

ointed and abserved by these Churches,—sponsurs in

aptism,—the absurd and sinful praciice of spancors
making vows in the name of the cluld, and of taking
ou them obligations which are not iniended to be ful-
filled, and which parents alone can fulfil,—using the

su

sign of the cross in baptism,—confirmation by a pre-
lale,—bowng at the name Jesus,—kneeling at the
Lund’s Supper,— cunsectition of Ghurehes, burying-
arounds, and the secri wenial clements,— the supersti-
s tise made vt the bread and wine remaiming afler
Lo commuun,—and the sbsoluion ot the sick.
Man, xv. 9,

As some of these ceremonies appear unimportant
i thetuselies, Why inthie drervatice ot them a ground
ul sttisus ubyeuren

Beaiuse such wbscrvance enconrages supetstition
and* will-worship;® is op poced tothe sufficicney of the
Suripaaires, as the caly ruleot tenh tnd jrectice; and
up hokis dhe unsenipiutal and pumcious prinesple,
JBiatmen miy innocently and profitebly add to the in-
stitaaons of Chast, and the terins of communion in
tius Chuich,  Col, i1, 20, 23,

G "T'hey obpect o The Book of Common Prayer,’
cousilering that the use of it tends to prevent the ex-
eicire of spunual gitis, and nduce tormaluy and
dedduess in devoiot, atd that, 1 us general form
ata cotitruction, it is imjpericat «nd erroncous, con-
taming  useless 1cpeitions,— unsmiable petitions,—
lessons trom the Apocrypha,—a contused end irregular
arrptigement of the prayers,—and bears so general a
rescinblance to the wess-buok, frote which many of
s privers are alen,

7. 'T'hey object to the exercise of Chureh govern-
wenly atd the puner of vidiietion bung vested exclu-
<i\:.l'ly in the unscriptural vrder of prelates. 1 Tim,
iv. J 4.

o. They object 1o the uumerous unsceriptural offices
in thuse Churches y—is ot archbislop, divcesan bish-
op, atchdeacon, dean, prebendaiy, canon, vicar, com-
missary, chancellor, surrogate, and proctor,—offices
nover appuinied by Chsest, and first created by the
Pupe ot Rome.

9. 'They ubject to the ductrine, that by water-bap-
tism an infant is * rezenerated,’ *made a member of
(/I‘A)rl.\l,' and *thechnkt of Gad.! Jam. 1, 183 1 Pet.
i. 23

10 They object to the extreme laxity of these
Churelies, in referenee 1o the characters whom they
aunni wiher communon and prvitegess and to the
cirvistance, that any of her godly ministers, at-
lempting to exercise a ‘cri|luural discipline, are expo-
sed to legal prosecution, aad civil penaliies.

11. They object to the power of infheting and re-
moving cecdesiastical censures being vested in, and
exercised by, laymen, in what are termed bishop’s
coutts,

12 They object to the depriving the members of
the Church of the right of choosing their own Pas-
tors; and to presentation to Churches by patrons of
all descriptionsol_character and opinion.

V. In what hght do Presbyterians view those
Churches, called Independent, or Cungregational?

They regardall of them who profess what are term-
cd the doctrines of grace, as bemng also Churches of
Christ; but object to their peculiar consititution,—the
principle of which is, that pariicalar congregations
are Churches independent of cach other, and not
subordinate to superior courts, and thatall the mem-
Lers of the Chuich have awhority to exercise govern-
saert, and to vole in every case of discipline on which
the Church is called 1o decide. )

VI Why do they object to this system of Church
government?

1. It is mconsistent with the oneness of the Church,
as founded on the oneness of her Divine Head,—her
Lasili,— her baptism, and the whole system of her laws
and vrdirances; and with the description given of her
i Seriptare, by allusion to the human body, 1 Cor.
x1.12, 26,27; toa kingdum, John xvni.36; and to
an army under onc commander, Rev. xx. 9.



