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Thoe rhyinora, as they were, called, wero neot personally opposed to the
system itsoif, for it liad f huir countenance oni othor occasions, But they
botli bit and gave pleasutro by turning into ridicule the opinions aLnd cus-
toms of tho priest3. Ait hougli 51101 exposures were, r'nporceptibly
produig effectB inost injuirious to thxe interesta of «Popury, yut tliey were
ovorlookod for a time, bothi by the clorgy and by the iîifluiential amlong the
la.ity as unworthy of notice. Aiîd althougli, frrni the alarmn at leiîgtli
producud by thein, prollibitory laîvs against whiat îvert ca1led "seditious
rhims iiud blasphienoue bxillads," werc soinetimeb eîîaetud, yet sucli
effusions continued te hu wriLten, read, and relishied by the people at
large, and insensibly produced a disliko to the mionstrous systeini of Popery
by wlîicli the country hiad beoix se long deceived1.

By the year 1540 the couverts te the roforined (luetiiles %vcre numnereus,
and included îîot only niany of the lower erders, but net aL few of the
woalthy. This did not arise, as the friends of Popery ailleged, fromn an
oxpoctation of reaping beinefit by the cvertlirow of the systenii, w~lien the
lands and revenues of the Prie-sthoud would be coinfisclLted, and restored
to their original possessors, or otherwise disposed of ; but froiîî a sincere
wish te sec the iniquitous systeiu dleiinolishied, anîd the pure truths of the
gospel intiroduced in its place.

At this time, heowever, iiiucli pr ý.,rebs ruiimaiîîcd te be miade ; but God
was preparing instruments fitted te aïlvance fus cause. It will fail +,e
another speaker te notice the l>rilicil):1claracturs who ligurcd in the werk
of Reforination. But iii referring te the causes whichi led oIt te the change
if is impossible not to mention the naine, theugli wu omit dLusribing the
character, of tlie celebrated Johni Kiiox. Whilst lic tauglit philosoplîy in
the College cf St. Anidrows, lus îxind undrrwtnt ani importzant Change, and
hoe was led to the Scriptures i icarclh of religious trtith. is ncew senti-
monts appearod to lus pup.Is, anid doubtless Iiad a saltutary iitfluenlco ; but
if îvas xîet tili 1542 tijat lie professud Iiuxiîsolf a Protestant. Wheni
thiis was known lie could not with sitfuty renmah iii St. A.titdrows, which
was5 110w wh111 undur the pew %er of Cardiiial Beatoxi, a nwlst deturmnined
supporter cf flic Rowisith Chutrcli. Iu li ntantiie thu deatli cf James V.,
whicli touk place ait tht; uud cf 1542, hiad iîuuch fa% ourablo influtence on the
[Reformnation. For aitheugli fl i Cardial.atcuîpted te, secure fte .Regency
te hiniself ditrinig the liincrity cf Quceut 1Mary, yet tlic Eari of Arran,
who wvas favourable to the Rufutiafiione obtai.ned if, a'iid 11L' couîmsellers
were aIl of similar views with liiîîî.-,ulf. li cusuqueîecu, the [Parliilment
declared. if lanfuil fur ftie subJects. te ruad flic Script uru.i iii the vuilgar
language. Affer this tlic Biblu %%;w seu onj overy geUîfleUan"s t-able ; and
flic Nev Tes3ttmnt wits ili tixe haid.L of idlmcst every iiîdividuial. The
Reforîniation which hiad been ïo far adul~ied by bocks ixnported froin
Etiglaitd, ivis uowi fitr Jîcro by the iîîutnencc cf flic Suottisli press.
J3se8, flic Rex4eit li<ivuig reforîieil preacliers as cliiapl;tiiî, the doctrixues
cf flic iluforxuatiouî, uiwder h fit,ictioii of ]lis auîflority, w~er1, proclaimned,
flîrough out the kingdoin.

But tlie Rouiiishi Clîurclî lmd ïtill mueiili power. Tlie Rcgeîit was of a
tinîiid and irresolutte dispo.itii, aitid his pri>feseed attateliuexult te, the

gaixîed luiiii uvci L. hi.5 iiitial.sures, iiiid thus fli cCause cf truo. religion
rcceived. a temnpora.ry checck.

But otlier zad botter inistriuienuts weî*e brouglît ifo the Jild. Thie
karieul uj clelrate xGerge Wisiuart, lizax iuîg returnel froua Euuglaud te,

lus native coxutr3, *ii 1544, dîd inucli by bies itiner-ant prcaehing te spread


